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| Welcome to the
2013-2014 School Year!

It is with sincere enthusiasm that | write this welcome
for the 2013-2014 school year to all those who play
such an important role in the educational process for
Arizona’s English language learners (ELLs). | hope that
you had time for relaxation and were able to enjoy
time with your family this summer. This year will
bring new challenges and new opportunities for ELLs
and teachers of ELLs. | want to assure you that my
talented and dedicated staff and | are ready and eager
to support you in your work with ELLs. Please take a
moment to visit our OELAS website as there are many
resources and professional development
opportunities available. Additionally, please do
not hesitate to contact our office for technical
assistance. | wish you a productive and successful
2013-2014 school year and applaud all of you

for the work you do with each and every English

language learner.
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OELAS Mission: Toserve

Arizona English language learners and their
parents, in partnership with local education
agencies (LEAs). Through our demonstrated
commitment to provide professional,
competent technical assistance and
professional development to our partners in
education, we ensure that all English language
learners have equal educational opportunities
to achieve academically.
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Changes coming to=: %=
Continuous
Improvement Plan

LEAs will be required to
have a Title lll plan (formerly
Goal 3) submitted in ALEAT PRIOR to OELAS
reviewing the LEA’s Title Ill application.
Specific guidance will accompany the Title Il
allocation letter that will be forthcoming. Our
goal is to have the Title Ill allocation letter to
you by August 16.

Strategies and action steps must identify how
the LEA will utilize Title Ill funds to increase the
English proficiency of limited English proficient
children while providing a high-quality language
instruction educational program. Additionally,
LEAs must identify professional development
opportunities that will be provided to ELL
teachers in support of the LEA’s language
instruction educational program. Please tag
action steps with the Title Ill tag.

If an LEA is designated as being in LEA
Improvement or Corrective Action, additional
information is required. Once AMAOs are
released, documentation must be uploaded to
ALEAT through an instrument located under the
monitoring tab. Specific instructions will be
accessible when clicking on the instrument.

,\“‘ Thursday, September 12, 2013

New ELL Coordinator Boot Camp

Friday, September 13, 2013
PELL Meeting

Register: www.azed.gov/English-language-learners —
click on ELD Professional Development
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Time Is Running Out! Office of English Language Acquisition Services

Arizona Department of Education

H | 1535 West Jefferson Street oo™
& Nominate worthy feachers and students! >°> “s=t =il 7 - & 5,
~ = ELL Teacher of the Year — Due by August 12, 2013 \<®» Te} }F
. Phone: 602-542-0753 N
= ELL Success Stories — Due by October 25, 2013 Fax: 602-542-3050 J \ J \o )S

Applications available on the OELAS website - www.azed.gov/English- Physical Location: 3300 North Central Ave.
language - learners/conference 17th Floor

AV UPDATES AT A GLANCE

OCR Resolution Agreement — Interventions should continue for those students who did not pass either
reading and/or writing on AZELLA and also on AIMS. If test results from spring 2013 show they passed the area they
were previously deficient in, there would be no requirement for interventions services. Early in the fall, once LEAs have

submitted enrollment data, a “refresh” list will be provided to the LEAs to ensure all students requiring services are
identified.

Additional SEI Courses on IDEAL — A second summer offering of the 45 hr. SEI Completion course will run

from August 7— October 1, 2013. Three sessions will be offered. The cost is $85, and all work is done online.
Registration opened on Monday, July 22, 2013.

OELAS TRAINING
There is a new AZELLA Placement Test for Stages Il — V (Grades 1 —
12). These new AZELLA Placement Tests are similar to the Spring OPPORTUNITIES

AZELLA Reassessment tests with the Listening domain administered . August 5 — Kinder Academy: Oral
using a CD and the Speaking domain administered using a speaker | Conversation and Vocabulary (webinar)

telephone. | August 6 or August 26 — Grammar

The extended writing responses will be scored locally at the I Foundations

school by a qualified AZELLA Writing scorer. | August 14 — ILLPs K-12 Compliance and

. . ", | Effectiveness
The student’s multiple choice responses and extended writing |

scores will be entered online. | August 27 —Text Complexity Analysis
i Worksheet, Text Types/Purposes and the

E The student’s final AZELLA Placement Score will be available | Common Core (OELAS/ELA)

online within 2 days of the Speaking test being administered. September 3 — Kinder Academy: Phonemic

There are a few changes in who should take an AZELLA I Awareness (webinar)

|
Placement Test. | September 5—Listening & Speaking — K-5

e The very small percentage of ELL students who did not receive | september 9 — Close Reading K-2 SEI
a Spring 2013 AZELLA Overall Proficiency Level due to missing | Classroom
Speaking, must take an AZELLA Placement Test at the I 5eptember 10 or October 22 — Muh—isensory
|

beginning of the school year to determine appropriate | Grammar

i September 12 or November 7 — Close
| Reading in Grade 3-12 SEI Classroom
Since AZELLA testing is no longer mandatory for FEP students, ! october 1 — Kinder Academy: Reading
no FEP student may be given an AZELLA Placement Test : (webinar)

without a teacher referral.

placement. A teacher recommendation is not required for
these students.

| October 21—Listening & Speaking — 6-12
FEP students who missed the Spring 2013 AZELLA or did not | November 4 — Kinder Academy: Grammar
receive a Spring 2013 AZELLA Overall Proficiency Level due to ! (webinar)

missing Speaking are not required to take an AZELLA :

| December 2 — Kinder Academy: Writing
Placement Test.

| (webinar)
This update brought to you by our Assessment Division | To register or check out other training opportunities:

| www.azed.gov/English-language-learners — click on ELD
Professional Development
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