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A comprehensive curriculum includes the following elements:
1. Goals and Objectives
Goals tell a teacher the purpose of activities or experiences.  They are developed to support meeting children’s needs and interests and are individualized based on each child in the classroom or individualized for a specific group of children.  They build on children’s prior knowledge and are developed in all domains including social-emotional, physical and motor development, approaches to learning, language development and cognitive development.

2. Experiences for Learning
A comprehensive curriculum provides a framework to assist teachers in planning activities and experiences that are appropriate for the age and development of children in the classroom or program.  The activities and experiences encourage children to construct their own understanding, knowledge, and development of skills through active exploration, intentional play and investigation of materials and centers.  The curriculum has a balance of teacher and child directed activities; large group, small group, and individualized learning opportunities and learning occurs within natural flow or routines of the day.  The activities are hands on and interactive.  Children are given opportunities to choose where they are working and with whom they work.
The curriculum addresses both indoor and outdoor environments.  The environment is an integral part of the curriculum.  The design of the environment allows for independence and ownership of the space by the children in the room.  Materials and centers are designed to meet the developmental and cognitive needs and growth of the children in the room.  The daily schedule includes opportunities for children to have access to the materials and centers for a substantial portion of the day. The guidance aligns with environmental rating scales.

3. Varied Domains of Learning
A rich comprehensive curriculum addresses all domains of learning including social-emotional, approaches to learning, physical and motor development, cognitive and language development.  Children have many opportunities to participate in activities or experiences that will expand their knowledge and development in each of the domains.  The curriculum acknowledges that more than one domain can be addressed within any given activity and provides examples or demonstrations to aid the teacher in lesson planning.  
The curriculum includes the use of technology as a learning tool within the acceptable screen times appropriate for the age group.

4. Connection to Standards
The curriculum aligns with Arizona’s infant and Toddler Developmental Guidelines and/or Arizona Early Learning Standards, 3rd Edition.  Arizona’s guidelines and standards are based on age-appropriate expectations for children birth to Kindergarten entry.  When the curriculum is aligned with Arizona’s Infant and Toddler Developmental Guidelines and/or Arizona Early Learning Standards, 3rd Edition, it assures that the goals or objectives in the curriculum are aligned with the expectations outlined in Arizona’s tools.  The activities and experiences are age-appropriate and promote development.
The curriculum reflects current information about ways children learn and develop and are researched based.  The curriculum is effective in promoting the development of children.  It is also appropriate for all children within Arizona including special groups such as children of tribal nations, children that are dual language learners, children with special needs, and children in rural or urban areas.

5. Plans for Teachers
A curriculum includes information and strategies that assist teachers in creating learning environments that will help children achieve and reach their goals and objectives.  Guidance is provided to assist teachers in creating schedules and experiences, using questions in a way that promotes critical thinking, and using scaffolding to advance a student.  The guidance will align with the CLASS Tool, environmental rating scales and the Arizona Program Guidelines for High Quality Early Education:  Birth through Kindergarten.  The curriculum provides tips on lesson planning or provides samples that show teachers how to write lesson plans that include classroom and individual child goals and aligns with Arizona’s Infant and Toddler Developmental Guidelines and/or Arizona Early Learning Standards, 3rd Edition.
The curriculum provides professional development and additional resources to instruct teachers on how to use the curriculum in the most optimal way that will prove effective for the age group and children.  

6. Measures Children’s Learning (Assessment)
The curriculum aligns with or has an assessment component.   The assessment includes an ongoing progress monitoring system.  The system provides strategies to gather evidence of a child’s progress.  The strategies may include but are not limited to anecdotal notes, work samples, child drawings and writings, recordings of conversations or work, and pictures of child involved in activities or of a child’s work.  The evidence can be gathered by instructional staff as well as the child’s family.  There is guidance on how a teacher uses the information gained from ongoing process monitoring to guide instruction, lesson planning and to set goals and objectives for the classroom and individual children.  There are tips on how to share information with families and involve families in goal setting for their child.

7. Diversity and Inclusivity
The curriculum includes guidance on how to actively include all children in the classroom.  It gives strategies on how to make adaptations to the environment or activities so all children can participate no matter what their unique learning style or needs are. The curriculum provides information on how to include the culture and ethnicity of the students in the classroom environment and in the activities and experiences.

8. Includes a Family Component
Families are an integral part of the child’s education and are partners with the teachers to help their children to achieve academic success.  The curriculum has a strong family component that recognizes the parent or guardian as the child’s first teacher.  The curriculum guides teachers in how to recognize a family’s culture and ethnic practices and how to honor them within the classroom.  It provides ways accommodations can be made as necessary.    It gives guidance on how to include the family in lesson planning, progress of the child, goal planning for the child and ways to make the school to home connection.  Guidance gives strategies on how to enhance families’ understanding of what is happening in the classroom and what are appropriate expectations for their child throughout the year.

