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National Center and State Collaborative 

(NCSC) Alternate Assessment Consortia 

To develop a system of assessments supported by 

curriculum, instruction and professional 

development to ensure that students with the 

most significant cognitive disabilities achieve 

increasingly higher academic outcomes and 

leave high school ready for post-secondary 

options. 

 





Instructional Resource Guide 

 This resource can 

be implemented 

immediately 

 

 Focus on explicit 

instruction and 

best practices for 

teaching students 

with significant 
cognitive 
disabilities 



Disclaimer 

 All of the NCSC instructional supports 

have been developed for students with 

significant cognitive disabilities. 

 

 The state assessment for students with 

significant cognitive disabilities is the 

alternate assessment. 



Core Content Connectors (CCCs) 
 Identify the most salient grade-level, core academic 

content in ELA and mathematics found in both the 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and the 
Learning Progression Framework (LPF); 

 

 Illustrate the necessary knowledge and skills in order 
to reach the learning targets within the LPF and the 
CCSS; 

 

 Focus on the core content, knowledge and skills 
needed at each grade to promote success at the 
next; and 

 

 Identify priorities in each content area to guide the 
instruction for students in this population and for the 
alternate assessment. 

 



Graduated Understandings 

(GUs) and Instructional Families 

Instructional Families 



Graduated Understandings 

(GUs) and Instructional Families 
Instructional Families 



Element Card 









Where you can find the NCSC 

Resources 

http://www.azed.gov/special-education/aimsa/teachers/  or 

http://www.azed.gov/special-education/aimsa/special-education-
directors/ 
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Immediate, 3, and 6 

 Write down 2-3 things you will do immediately 

when you return to the classroom 

 

 2-3 things you will do in 3 months in reference to 

NCSC materials and supports 

 

 2-3 things you will do in 6 months  

 



Questions and Contact Information 

 

Audra Ahumada 

Director of Alternate Assessment 

Arizona Department of Education 

602-542-4061 

Audra.Ahumada@azed.gov 


