How to Process
Household
Applications

STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTION

Revised June 2020
Professional Standards Learning Code: 3110




Arizona Department of Education (ADE)

This training was developed by the Arizona Department of
Education (ADE) Health and Nutrition Services Division (HNS).

Intended Audience

This training is intended for School Food Authorities (SFAs)
operating the National School Lunch Program (NSLP). All
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Objectives

At the end of this training, attendees should be able to:
» certify free and reduced-price household applications in compliance with Federal regulations;
« understand the role of a determining official; and

« understand the deadline for processing a submitted household application.



Eligibility Manual for School Meals
Determining and Verifying Eligibility

The instruction within this How-To Guide is based on
guidance from USDA's Eligibility Manual for School

Meals, 2017.
« Section 2: The Basis of Eligibility (p. 22-43)
« Section 3: Establishing Eligibility (p. 46-72)

It is recommended to review the USDA's Eligibility
Manual for School Meals in addition to reviewing this
training for complete guidance on processing
household applications.
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https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=595e4a163217e115acbc32bd

Throughout this guide, there will be comprehension quiz questions to test
your knowledge and help you apply what you're learning.

Be sure to review these quiz questions and answers available within the
guide.

This icon will indicate a comprehension quiz question, and the background
of the slides will be blue like you see on this slide.
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This Step-by-Step Instruction will include:

Introduction to Household Applications Slides 8 - 22
How to Process Applications: Slides 23 - 84
HOW tO * Income Applications Slides 24 - 53
Process « Case Number Applications Slides 54 - 64
Household - Foster Applications Slides 65 - 72
Applications . Hom'eleés, Miglrant, or 'Runa\x/ay Applicl:a'ticins Sl?des 73 -77
» Applications with Multiple Types of Eligibility  Slides 78 - 82
* Denied Applications Slides 83 - 84
Meal Benefit Summary Slides 85 - 86

The following slides will only cover how-to instructions for processing household
applications. Please refer back to the ADE Online Training Library forother
How-To Guides regarding other methods to certify students for meal benefits.



http://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/trainingps/online/

Handouts for Training

At this time, please print out the three sample household applications
and the SY 20-21 Income Eligibility Guidelines. You will need these

How to handouts to complete this training.

Process
Household

Applications

Smith Household Income Hampton Household Case Number Densen/Montez Household Foster
Application Application Application

SY 20-21
Income Eligibility Guidelines Vs



https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=591e02f43217e122b492b1fb
https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=591e02f43217e122b492b1fb
https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=591e03213217e122b492b1ff
https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=591e03453217e122b492b203
https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=5c13fb031dcb2503d8c128b6
https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=5c13fb031dcb2503d8c128b6
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Introduction
to Household
Applications

Household Applications

Unless the children in a household
are determined eligible through
direct certification, the household
should be provided a household
application to apply for free or
reduced-price meals.

The information that the household
reports depends on whether the
children are eligible based on receipt
of benefits from an Assistance
Program, meeting the definition of a
foster child, homeless, migrant, or
runaway, or the household'’s size and
income.

Only complete applications may be
processed for meal benefits.

T -

SY 20-21 ADE Household Application for
Free and Reduced-Price Meals
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Applications

Flow of Processing Household Applications

Household fills
out household
application.

>

( )

Schoolreviews
application and
makes sure
required fields are
complete.

- J

>

The determining
official certifies
the household for
meal benefits and
signs and dates
the application.

-

( )

J

>

-

N

Schoolupdates
the student's
meal benefits on
the Benefit
Issuance
Document.

Determining Official: An LEA official responsible for determining
children'’s eligibility for free or reduced-price benefits.

Certification: The process of assigning meal benefits to a child based
on obtained documentation.

Benefit Issuance Document (BID): A list of all students and their
assigned meal benefits based on eligibility documentation collected.
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Household Applications

Households are instructed to apply for meal benefits by filling out
certain parts of the two-page household application. Households will
start with step 1. There are a total of 4 steps.

Step 1: List ALL infants, children,
students up to and including
in your household.

Step 2: Do any Household Members
participate in one or more of
following assistance programs:

TANF, FDPIR™?

Step 3: Report Income for ALL o = d
Members (skip this _ = -
answered 'Yes' to STEP 2). '

Step 4: Contact information p —— and

adult signature,

"Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP);, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), Food Distribution Program on
Indian Reservations (FDPIR) 1



Introduction
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Applications

Optional Fields on Household Applications

Within the household application, there are some fields that are

optional for the household to complete.

* Instep 1, the field; School Name

« Allfields in step 4, except the field, signature of the adult completing
the form

« On the back of the application the section titled, Children’s Racial
and Ethnic Identities

12
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Household Applications

Different parts of the application will be completed depending if the
household is income eligible or categorically eligible.

« Income eligible means child(ren) who receive free or reduced-price
meals because of their household size and household income,

* Households will need to report all household members and their gross income
on the application.

» Categorically eligible means a child who receives free meals because
they participate or have been identified as a member of eligible programs
(""i.e.,, SNAP, TANF, or FDPIR) or have been identified as foster, homeless,
migrant, or runaway.

* Households will not need to list their gross income, but will need to report
either a valid case number or mark the appropriate box (Foster,
Homeless/Migrant/Runaway) to identify a student's category.

This How-To Guide will provide guidance on how to process both
income eligible applications and categorically eligible applications.

13
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Determining Official

The determining official reviews each application to ensure that the
household has submitted a complete application and will certify the
application for meal benefits.

The determining official will:
« Determine an eligibility benefit based on the information provided on the

application.
« Sign or initial and date each application, or sign and date a cover sheet
attached to a batch of applications.

» If processing electronic applications:

* A notation should be made to an electronic file.

+ A computer system should be able to capture the original date of approval,
the basis for the determination (for example, household size and income), and
update the status of applications to account for transfers, withdrawals,
terminations, and other changes.

14



Determining Official

On the ADE Application for Free and Reduced-Price School Meals,
. there is room for the determining official to sign and date in the
Introduction lower right corner of the application in the space titled OFFICE USE

to Household
Applications

ONLY.

OFFICE USE ONLY
HError Prone

Eligibility: Free_ Reduced_ Denied___
Determining Official’s Signature: Date:

QCase # Application QFoster Application  QDirectly Certified: Date of Disregard:
Hincome Application

Household Size:
Total Income: Per- OWeek QOBi-Weekly (Every 2 Weeks) O2x Month OMeonthly JAnnual

3 Selected For Verification: Confirming Official’s Signature: Date:
Follow-Up Official’s Signature: Date:




Introduction
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Applications

Directly Certified: Date of Disregard

The household application now includes a Date of Disregard in the
Office Use Only section. The date of disregard should be used when
all children listed on the application are determined categorically
eligible through direct certification. SFAs are reminded that, per
USDA, all applications must be retained and the date of disregard
must be documented.

OFFICE USE ONLY
<HError Prone
Eligibility: Free_ Reduced__ Denied

Determining Official’s Signature: Date:

QCase # Application QFoster Application  QDirectly Certified: Date of Disregard:

Hincome Application

Household Size:

Total Income: Per- OWeek iWeek very 2 Weeks) O2x Month OMonthly JAnnual
2 Selected For Verification: Confirming Offi@al’s Signature: Date:
Follow-Up Official’s Signature: i i Date:

Guidance on Date of Disregard is available in the USDA Eligibility Manual for
School Meals pg. 64.

16
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Determining Complete Applications

Any application that is missing required information, contains
inconsistent information, or is unclear is considered an incomplete
application.

« Remember, since the household completes different parts of the
application, a complete application does not mean all fields
have been completed.

Households that submit an incomplete application cannot be
approved and information must be obtained before an eligibility
determination can be made. Every reasonable effort should be
made to obtain the missing information prior to denying the
application.

Actions to Take

17
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Obtaining Missing/Correct Information

The determining official may:

« Return the application to the household for the household to make
the changes to the incomplete/inconsistent information.

« Contact the child's parent or guardian either by phone or in writing,
including e-mail, to obtain the missing/correct information. The
determining official will then note the updated information on the
application and date and initial the entry.

The determining official may not:

« Sign the application for the parent or guardian. If a signature is
missing, the application must be returned to the household for a
signature.

« Complete the application for the household using information
derived from other records available to the school. Any missing
information on the application must be provided by the household.

18
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Information Reported on Applications

Determining officials are to take the information reported by the
household at face value when processing the following types of
applications: income application, case number application, and foster
application.

« For example: If the household reported 11111111 as their case number, the
determining official is simply responsible for ensuring the application is
considered complete, not to verify that it is an active case number belonging to
the household.

«  Forexample: If the household marked a child as Foster, the determining official
is simply responsible for ensuring the application is considered complete, not to
verify that the child meets the definition of Foster.

When a determining official receives an application that has identified a
child as homeless, migrant, or runaway, the determining official must
confirm the child's homeless, migrant or runaway status.

« fForexample: If the household marked a child as Homeless, Migrant, Runaway,
the determining official is responsible for confirming the child does meet the
definition of homeless, migrant, or runaway. 19
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Questionable Applications and Reported Information

SFAs have an obligation to follow up on questionable and incomplete
information when reviewing applications submitted for free and
reduced-price meals. Prior to certifying children for benefits, the
determining official should review the application for any discrepancies
in the information provided. If a discrepancy is found, for example, the
school is aware of another household member that was not included

on the application, the determining official should:
Seek clarification about the information provided with the household in a
timely manner following the guidance on Slide 17.
If seeking clarification was unsuccessful, the determining official must
approve the application if all required fields are complete and then may
verify for cause.

Guidance on Verification for Cause is available in the USDA Eligibility Manual for
School Meals pg. 99.

20
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Application Processing Time

Each program year, LEAs are able to distribute household applications
to households no sooner than July 1.

Applications must be reviewed in a timely manner. SFAs must process

applications within 10 operating days of the receipt of the application.
As a best practice, applications should be date stamped to indicate the date
they were received and processed immediately.

Although most fields may be beneficial, the SFA must not delay
approval of the application if the household fails to provide any
information that is not required. For example, if the household fails to
include its street address, processing of the application cannot be
delayed.

21
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Benefit Issuance Document

All eligibility determinations should be recorded on a Benefit
Issuance Document (BID). A BID is a list of all students at your
site and their eligibility status.

The BID contains:
first and last name of the student;
the method used to determine their benefits (application, direct
certification, etc.);
the meal benefit status; and
« the date meal benefit status was determined.

For more information on the BID, please refer to the
ADE Online Course Library to access the Step-by-Step
Instruction: How to Create a Benefit Issuance Document.

22
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Income
Applications

Steps for Processing Income Applications

1) Determine if the income application is complete.
2) Calculate income levels.

3) Use the correct school year's Income Eligibility Guidelines (IEGs) to
determine meal benefits.

4) Assign free, reduced-price, or paid meal benefits for all enrolled

students within the household; date and sign as determining
official.

24



Income
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What is a Complete Income Application?

Households are instructed to complete step 1, step 3, and step 4
of the household application. A complete income application
must provide:

« Names of all household members and total humber of household
members;

« Amount, source, and frequency of current income for each household
member;

« Last four digits of the Social Security number of the household's
primary wage earner or another adult household member, or an
indication that the household member does not have a Social
Security number; and

« Signature of an adult household member.

Any application that is missing required information, contains
inconsistent information, or is unclear is considered an
incomplete application and may not be certified.

Picture

25



Diagram of a Complete Income Application

The different colored arrows below represent the information
that the household needs to complete. The following slides will
Income discuss the fields in more detail.

0
A l I c a t I o n s 2020-2021 Application for Free and Reduced Price School Meals
Complete one application per household. Piease use a pen (not a pencil).

STEP4  ListALL infants, children, and students up to and including grade 12 in your household (f more spaces are recuired for adcibonsl names, attach ancther sheet of paper)

All children listed in the
household

Alladults listed in the
household

Alladult income and frequency

Combined childrenincome and
frequency

The total number of household
members, which matches the
number of names listed on the
application

Last four digits of the

Social Security number, oran
indication that the household
member does not have one

Adult household member
signature

More Details

26



Income
Applications

List All Household Members

A complete income application must list all household
members. Children and adults are listed separately.

« All infants, children, and students K-12 are listed in step 1.

« All adult household members are listed separately on step 3.

STEP 1 List ALL infants, children, and studentsup toand including grade 12 in your household {if more spaces are required for addifional names, attsch another sheet ofpaper)

i

Child's Firs‘tl'a_rre Ml Child's LatN lame School Name = L
L] | | [[2_o]
[] ;M
L] LT LTI ] R EEE]
HpEEERERENEREREEE | | 5| [2 o]
HEEREREERREREREEN | | I[= o]

B. All Adult Household Members (including yourself)
Ust oy e AJut Househasd  Mambars (INCluding yOurssS even I they o not recalve Income. For S3oh Housahoid Mambsr Bsied, Ifay 99 rassha Income, rapon it GROSS INComa (3mount bEors tEnes
and J20ucEans) for 23ch SOUSE N WhOl2 OB onfy. I ey Jo NGl racalve INCOME TOM any SOURGa, Wil T, I you amar T orkaave any B3 Dlank, you e CEEhING (promising) mal mana ks no NComsS 1 rapar

e of At Houranold Membert rctandbact  SUDL e [eea] -Wﬂ:.wr.m- oot 2ummontramces ] ai‘l.:*.wl‘.m- v e -q.|=$;...|-.m-

S TTTJCO0OCO]s[IITI[OCO0COO] [IIT]lOOCOCO

|:> (TN O0 0 O] s[[[T][COCOCO] {{[1]][C OO0 O]
s JITNNOC O OO]s[[ITINCOOO] {I1T1C O O O]

s [[[l[co0oo]sllll[coco0] {111Il[Cc 0O 0Oq]
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Income
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Total Household Members

An applicationis considered incompleteif the field Total
Household Members in step 3 is left blank
or if the number of household members listed does not equal the
total number of household member names provided. The
determining official must ensure the household size reported
matches what is reported on the application.

T

2020-2021 Application for Free and Reduced Price School Meals
en (not a pencil

28




Income
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Reported Gross Income

All income is reported in step 3 of the application. Children and adult
income are listed separately.

Income for children must be combined into a single income reporting field
(outlined in black below), as these individuals rarely have income to report.
Income earned or received by adults must be identified with the individual
who received it, as well as the source, such as wages or Social Security
income (outline in dark grey below).

A. Child Income
Sometmes chikdran In e househokd 2am Incame. Plaase Include e TOTAL GROSS Income eamad by 3 Crikdran
Housenoid Mambars Bsied i1 STEP 1 nare.

Combined childrenincome and
frequency.

B. All Adult H hold Members (i ing yourse I
Usi oy e Adwl Housenoid Members (ncluding yowrsst) even If they do not receive Income. For ssch Housenoid Member Bsied, My do receive ncome, repar toidl GROSS ncome (amount before s
and deduchans] fr e3ch SOUCE In whals dolars anly. I ey do not reCaive INcome am any sowrce, witle T you amar T or laave any Seids biank, you ars carBfying (Dramising) mat Mere bs no INCame 1 rapart

Mams of Adust Houcshad Msmberc (Firctand Lacl o

T 1

5 5
s @) o Alladult income and frequency
3 ONCHONCIN O OO0 = ONONON®)]
sL LI Iloo ool s[I][loooo]l {TIT1]000O0]
C- o Housetold embers Lenesylstestseieme s (K[| [} x][T [ ] coeskimossid
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Reported Income

The household must provide their current income which is based on the
most recent information available. This may be for the current month, the
Income amount projected for the month for which the application is filled out, or

Applications

for the month prior to applying for meal benefits.

« If the household's current income is not a reflection of income that will be
available over the school year, the household should contact the SFA for
assistance. The SFA would determine the amount and frequency of income
available during the school year for households.

« Please note, there are no prohibitions against annual income reporting on the
household application. If a household provides only annual income, the SFA is
not required to secure additional income information from the household.

Guidance on Annual Income/Special Situations is available in the USDA
Eligibility Manual for School Meals pg. 25 as well as memo SP 19-2017.

30


https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=58caac9f1130c015e06fa8ad

Income
Applications

Reported No Income

When no income is reported for any of the household members, the
application is still considered complete. Zero income may also be
indicated by writing in zero or no income, or $0.

The ADE Application for Free and Reduced-Price Meals includes
instruction in step 3 and step 4 to communicate to households that any
income field left blank is a positive indication that there is no income to
report.

If local officials have knowledge or available information that a
household has intentionally misreported its income by leaving the
income fields blank, the SFA must verify the household's application for
cause.

Guidance on Verification for Cause for Indication of No Income is
available in the USDA Eligibility Manual for School Meals pg. 25.

31



Social Security Number and Adult Sighature

In step 3, the determining official must make sure that either the
household provided the last 4 digits of their Social Security number
Income (SSN) or checked off the box Check if no SSN.

- - « Households are eligible to apply for benefits even if they do not have a Social
Appllcatlons Security number.

In step 4, all applications must be signed by an adult household
member; it is optional to report their contact information.

C. Total Household Members Last Four Digits of Social Security Number (SSN) of -
(Children and Adults) D Primary Wage Earner or Other Adult Household XX xjx|x SeckE R SSN )

STEP 4 Contact information and adult signature  Mail Completed Form to: INSERT SCHOOL/DISTRICT MAILING ADDRESS

*1 certify (p ) that all i i this appli is true and that all income is reported. | understand that this information is gi OFFICE USE OMNLY
in connection wil mmeneoecp of Feder: H\ld ind that chulofﬁ Ism.:y eﬂfy{ch ck) the information. \amawanem lflpurpasdy JdError Prone
give false information, my children may lose mea\ benefits, and | may be prosecuted under pplaahl e State and Federal laws.” Eligibility: Free___ Reduced___ Denied___
|I | Determining Official’s Si Date:
- Today's date QCase # Application QFoster Application  QDirectly Certified: Date of Disregard:
Qi Application
| | | | Household Size:
Frinted name of adull compleing the form Daytme Phone and Emai [optional] Total Income: Per: QWeek OBi-Weekly (Every 2 Weeks) QO2x Month QMeonthly QAnnual
| ‘ | | || | Q Selected For Verification: Confirming Cfficial’s Signature: Date:
Tirest Address (7 avaiable) AotE Tity Sl Zn Follow-Up Official’s Signature: Date:

32



Is the Smith Application Complete?

Together, we will determine if the Smith household application is
complete. If you have not yet done so, please print the Smith

Income Application.
Applications

2020-2021 Application for Free and Reduced Price School Meals Sm |t h A p p | | c atio h

Complete one application per household. Please use a pen (nota pencil)

ListALL infants, children, and students up to and including grade 12 in your household (if mo

Child's FirstName MI  Child's Last Name School Name e
Detntn f osser > et

e | B [ [ Endileln
mrewzme | [k al L] l=ladiltn 5
ik 0 :
L odici [l

.

STEP2

Do any Household Members (including you) currently participate in one or more of the following assistance programs: SNAP, TANF, or FDPIR? Circle ane:
" arEps. N YES » e & case number herethen goto STEP 4 (D €0 3) [CaseNumber
Iy T

STEP3 | Reportincomefor ALL Household Members (Skip thi

A. Child Income: otz
Somelimes chidren in the househeld eam income. Please include he TOTAL GROSS by all Chidren e
Houwsehold Members listed in STEF 1 here D]]] @) O O

B. All Adult Houschold Members (including yoursel)
Lt oy he Adut Hous shold it they do nt receive income. For ssch lstd, ey do receive ncome. report sl GROSS income (smourt btore axes
and deductiors) for each saurce inwhole dollars onhy. If they do not receive income from any source, write 0", If you enter '’ or leave any fields blark, you are certifying (promising) that there i noincome to report.

Are youunsure what
irvcime to e lste
Fliptotheback othis

sppicHion e
the chartstited

of rpome" forrrcre

Marme of At Housshold Merbers (Firstand Lsst]  GROSS How oter? Houwoten?.
rfomaatien. Eamings fom Wir_ | | [ oea] A Oher heome ekt | Bt [ W Porkt
el John Siuith s 12lolo]/@ O O Of [ [4o
ot
s ‘

The "Soursas of heama

O[l0|C||O
O[l0|C||O
O[lo|C||0
ile)le]|ie]

@]
@)
@)

O||O|®
O||O[C)
O||0|C

€ Smith s[ J5[o]o]
|
|

T §|
i
e Saton § $

C. Total Household Members

CChidren and Adts) Cherk ¥noSSH []

STEP4  Contact information and adult signature M

INSERT SCHOOL/

Completed Form ISTRICT MAILING ADDRESS

[— arrioEUaE LY
e S Srer Prone
o : i gty froe_ Rediss__ nemied_
oetermining ot ra's Sgntre vae
lle3/3/20 ]
T e i Goase # Apliodion rosta Apploson  QDFacty Certied: s f Disrgar
Gioore Aoplication
I ]| ez
T — S — Tota manme Per ek TBiF sy (Evary 2 Wedks) G2xhonh Contly Tnmusl
‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ H ‘ Q Selected For Verification  Confiming Offiials Signature:_______ pate:
S s s —— oae

Continue



https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=591e02f43217e122b492b1fb

Is the Smith Application Complete?

In order to determine if the Smith application is complete, highlight all
the required fields on the handout, Smith Application:

Income « Highlight the names of the children and adult household members.
o o « Highlight the box, Total Household Members.
« Confirm this number reported in Total Household Members
Applications Confirm this number reported in Total Household Memb

matches the number of household members listed.

2020-2021 Application for Free and Reduced Price School Meals I i i
Complete on household. Please use a pen (not a pencil), Sm Ith Appllcatlon
d for addtional names, attach another sheet of paper)

Two children and two adults
have been listed. The
household reported 4 in the
box Total Household Members.

i mm st mmmcctte This number matches the
number of names listed on the
application.

Continue

34



Income
Applications

Is the Smith Application Complete?

Highlight the amount, source, and frequency of current income for the
children and then for each adult household member.

2020-2021 Appl
Compl

The combined children
income and frequency is left
blank. That is okay.

All adult household members
have listed an income amount
and frequency.

Continue
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Is the Smith Application Complete?

Highlight the reported last four digits of their SSN or an indication that
the household member does not have a SSN.

Income
= o Highlight the signature of an adult household member and confirm
Appllcatlons this member is listed as a household member.

2020-2021 Application for Free and Reduced Price School Meals
ccccccc Please use a pen (not a penci)

Smith Application
are required for addtional names, attach another sheet of paper)

Last four digits of the Social
Security number are listed.

Emma Smith, has signed the
application. She is also listed
above as a household
member.

Johwn Swith

Continue

36



Determine if the
Applicationis
Complete
Calculate
Income Levels
Use Income
Eligibility

Guidelines to
Determine Meal
Benefits

Sign and Date as
Determining
Official

Review: Determine if the Application is Complete

We have reviewed what information must be completed on the
application if the household is applying based on income and
household size.

We have determined the Smith application is complete: all household
members are listed and match the reported total household
members, income and frequency are listed, the last four digits of the
SSN are reported, and a household member has signed the
application.

We can now calculateincome levels to determine if the Smiths’
household income qualifies for free or reduced-price meal benefits.

Calculate

37



Income Level Frequencies

In step 3 of the application, households will enter in their gross income
(@mount before taxes and deductions) and indicate how often they
Income receive that amount by filling in the bubbles:

i i «  Weekly
Applications e,

« 2x Month
« Monthly

STEP3 Report Income for ALL Household Members (Skip this step if you answered "Yes' to STEP 2)

A_ Child Income —
‘Sometmes chilaren In the househoid eam Income. Please Induss the TOTAL GROSS Income eamed by all Chiliren
Housenoid Members llsted In STEF 1 here. I?,| | | | |

oty | Bt 2ttt

[OHONONE

B. All Adult Household Members (including yourseff)
List only the Adult Housenold Memoess (Induding yourssif) sven If they oo nok recelve Incoms. For 2ach Housenoid Member lsbed, If they do recelve Income, repart total GROSS Income [amount betare (3385
and deductions) for each source In whole dollars only. If they do not receive Income from any source, write 'Y, f you enter '0' or leave any fleids biank, you are certifying jpromising) that there I no income o report.

How often™ HowofenT

Warme of Adut Hosahold Mombers FIStancLact o s o _[7oeen] B W] T I e ey
| Isi_ |[SXeNeNe) 0000
| | 4 [O O O 0] ¥ [O O 0 OQ] § [OO0 0O
1 [0 O O O] ¢ [0 O O O] ¢ [0 0O
1l[[llcococo] s[[][l[0co00] {J[][[OOOO
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Calculating Income Levels

In order to determineif a household is eligible for free or
reduced-price meal benefits, the determining official must
calculate the total income the household makes.

This is done by reviewing the income reported by the
household and calculating one total income for the application.

For example: If one member reported $100 weekly and another member
reported $200 weekly, the total income for the household would be $300
weeRly.

Once the total income is calculated, determining officials are
able to compare the total income with a chart listing income
guidelinesto determine if the household's income qualifies for
meal benefits,
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Calculating Income Levels

If a household lists the same income frequency, you will add
togetherall income levels provided.

« For example: If one member reported $100 weekly and another member
reported $200 weekly, the total income for the household would be $300
weeRly.

If a household lists multiple income frequencies, like the
Smith application, SFAs are instructed to convert all
frequenciesto annual income before adding them together.

«  Forexample, by looking at the Smith application, we can see John Smith
reported weekly and Emma Smith reported bi-weeRly.

Calculating
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Calculating Different Income Frequencies

Households may have income from different sources which are paid
on different schedules. For example, the household may receive
paychecks on a weekly basis and child support on a monthly basis.
If there are multiple income sources with more than one frequency,
the SFA must convert all income frequency to an annual amount by
multiplying:

Weekly income by 52

Income
Applications

Bi-weekly income (received every two weeks) by 26
« Twice per month income by 24

Monthly income by 12
Do not round the values resulting from each conversion. Add together
all of the un-rounded converted values. SFAs cannot use conversion

factors to convert any of the frequencies other than annual only in the
situation where there are multiple frequencies.

If an SFA uses software for certification purposes, the software cannot
use conversion factors to automatically convert income unless there

41
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What is the Total Income for the Smith Application?

On the application, find the income and frequency reported for the
children and for each adult.

STEP3 Report Income for ALL Household Members (Skip this step if you answered ‘Yes' to STEP 2)

A. Child Income Chid GROSS income - . . .
Are you unsure what Sometimes children in the household eam income. Please include the TOTAL GROSS income eamed by all Children MESTAEEES Mi”"‘ Sl Combined childrenincome and
incoms o nclude Housenold Members listed in STEP 1 here. $| | ‘ ‘ ‘
o Q000 frequency

B. All Adult Household Members (including yourself)

Flip to the b ck flll
application and re List only the Adul IlH usehol Id M mh ers (including yourself) even if they do not receive income. For each Household Member Ii td if they do receive income, report total GROSS in come( mou int before taxi
the cha led

and deductions) for each s whole dollars only. If the! yd not receive income from any source, write ‘0. If you enter ‘0" or leave any fields bl nk, you are certifying (promising) that there is no income te pn
o e Howoften? A Howoften? . How often?
i Name of Adult Household Members (First and Last) (Ei:rr?l:;simmwrk Wieek ‘Bwee ‘km ‘ E::gcs‘\\liﬁm:\ﬁmy Weel ‘ ‘ :nmomemgm e ‘B\Weekry‘klﬂumh‘
;r‘j,“%zm‘n;f::e ok S K nEQD|C ReReneIg o8 000] {10060 Aladult uf
IT:omSSt IW‘ $ slo lo O C O O $ O O O O $‘ HO O O O‘ adult incomean: requency
| | 0000 ¢ 0000 LI[[[[000J
[ [ [[TJ[0C O O] s[[[[]J[C0 O Q] {[[[][©OCOJ]
« The children have no listed income.

« The adults:
« John Smith entered $200 weekly and $500 weekly.
«  Emma Smith entered $500 bi-weekly.

Since the incomes are different frequencies (weekly and bi-weekly)
we need to convert John Smith and Emma Smith's income to an
annual amount.

Calculation
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What is the Total Income for the Smith Application?

et's convert each household’'s member to annual income.

Annual Income Conversion for Multiple Reported Incomes:
If a househald reparts anly ane incame or multiple incomes with the same frequency, do nat convert ta annual income.
If a househald reports multiple income saurces with different frequencies (29, 1incame & received weekly, anather
incame is recaived rnc:unthl:.f] canvert all rep-::urted incames to annual using the convarsian factors below. Then, add the

i i T T bloibe annual incame gquidelines to make a determination.
e
wWieelly Income x B2 Bi-weekly Income x 2@\4Gnth Income ¥ 24 hanthly Income x 12
— —

John Smith earns $200 weekly and $500 weekly ( $700 weekly).
* In order to convert weekly income into annual income, we need to multiply
the weekly income by 52.
+ $700x52 =%$36,400

Emma Smith earns $500 bi-weekly.
* Inorder to convert bi-weekly income into annual income, we need to

multiply the bi-weekly income by 26.
« $500x 26 = $13,000

We can now add together John and Emma Smith’'s annual income.
«  $36.400 + $13.000 = $49.400
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Determine if the
Applicationis
Complete
Calculate
Income Levels

Use Income
Eligibility

Guidelines to
Determine Meal
Benefits

Sign and Date as
Determining
Official

Review: Calculate Income Levels

In this section we have reviewed how to calculate the total income
listed on the household application if listed in the same income
frequency or different income frequencies.

We have practiced calculating different income frequencies with the
Smiths' household income.

We calculated the Smith household income to be $49,400 annually.
We can now use the Income Eligibility Guidelines (IEGs) to
determine if the Smith household qualifies for any meal benefits.

IEGs
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IEGs to Determine Meal Benefits

In order to determine if the household is eligible for free or reduced-
priced meal benefits, we will use the Income Eligibility Guidelines (IEGs).
iIncome « Please take out the handout titled Income Eligibility Guidelines.

Applications

iChild Nutrition Prograr

Income Guidelines

ecth y 1. ) — June 30

The following are the incame guidelines to be used by child nutrition program operators when processing meal
neft income eligibility forms vsing reparted income.
Effective July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021
Far Determining Official's Use Only

How often income was received:

Bi-Waekly 2x Month Monthly Annually

H‘jgf:’m Free | Reduced | Free |Reduced | Free |Reduced | Free |Roduced | Free | Reduced
4319 | 3454 | 9635 | do08 | $602 | o84 [ 94383 | 31068 | $16.688 | 423605

2 $az1 3614 4662 | #1227 | $o3a | 31320 | 31868 | d2658 | dzza1z | 331804

3 9543 | $773 |duose | $usas | a7 | $ue7s | 92353 | 43349 | $ema36 | Hdoss2

4 3655 | 9033 | $t310 | 4866 | $adzo [ dancn | 42830 | $40do | $34.060 | $48.470

5 4767 | $1092 | 31534 | $2163 | 1662 | degss | 93324 | 4730 | 430884 | 355755

8 3670 | $1261 | 94768 | $2602 | 31005 | Se7i [$3800 | $6.421 | $45708 | $66.048

7 oot | $14u |gags2 | desa [dews| d3056 [d4eos | $6a | 51532 | $m334

8 $1.403 | $1670 32208 | %3440 [$e300| 33401 | 4780 | 36802 | $57366 | 361622

Aaditionl

mombers. ada] $112 | $160 | 224 | $310 | $243 | 9346 | $4656 | 9601 | $5824 | 46288

Hausehald size must be supparted by the number of names listed on the meal benefitincame eligibility farm

Annual Income Conversion for Multiple Reported Incom
If 8 hauss hold reparts anly one incame ar multipls insomes with the same frequency, danat convert o annual incame.
I a hausehald reparts multiple incarme saurees with diferent fequencies e g, 1ineame & received wreekly, anather
incamme is received manthlyl, canvert all reparted incames ta annual using the canversion factars belavr. Then, add the
income togsther itto the annual tamake a

Weskly Inoamex g2 | BiMesy Income x 26 | 2 Manthincomex 24 | Manthly Income x 12

A househald has returned their meal be nefit income eligibility form . The enralled individuals are not categ arically
<ligible s they must be categarized based on income. Ontheir application, they reparted twe incames: $175 weskly and
$2850 manthly. To determ ine thelr elgibility status, theif inoomes must be convertsd 1o annual incame.

$175 weekly x Weekly Income Conversion - $175 % 52 - $3,100 Tatal Annual Incame

2850 manthly x Monthly Inoame Canversion = $2.550 x12 » $34.272 Tatal Annual Incame
The incames ars then added togsther to determine total annual income. Total Income: $3100 + $34.272 - $43372
There are four listed names antheir meal benefit income eligibility form - dem orstrating a househald's size of four. The
annual incarme cap for a househald of four to be free is $34,000 and reduced is $48,470. This hausehold's annual insome &
$43372 - greater than $34.000. less than $48.470. Therefare, this hausehald qualiies far fed Losd-prics meals

Enrallmert errars can be very castly. For assistance making determinatians, please don't hesitate to cantact
your assigned program specialist ar the specialist of the day at (502) 542-G700, prese 1 for Community Nutrian
Pragrams (CACF P, 5FSP), press 2 far School Nutiitian Pragrams INSLP, SEP, FRVP

Continued
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IEG Information

USDA releases IEGs for each program year (July 1-June 30). This form
can be accessed on the ADE Website under Program Forms.

IEGs provide one table with two columns for free/reduced-price

under each frequency.

« The table has a set of income limits based on the size of the household and
frequency of household income.

« If the total income calculated for the household based on its reported
household size is less than the amount listed for FREE, the family qualifies
for free meal benefits,

« If the income is higher than the amount listed for FREE, the determining
official will want to compare the income and household size that is listed for
REDUCED. If the income calculated is less than the amount listed for
REDUCED, the household qualifies for reduced-price meal benefits,
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Using the IEGs

The Smith household application indicates 4 household members with
total income of $49,400 annually. Do they qualify for free or reduced-price
meal benefits?

1

On the IEGs, determine the free income levels for a household size of 4 with income
received annually. Income received annually must be less than ($34,060) to qualify for free
meals.

The household's income is above the free income guidelines ($49.400 is greater than
$34,060).

On the IEGs, determine the income levels for a household size of 4 with income received
annually. Income received annually must be less than ($48,470) to qualify for reduced-price
meals.

The household's income of $49.400 is greater than $48,470. The household does not qualify
for reduced-price meal benefits.

The household does not qualify for meal benefits,

Weakly Bi-Weakly 2x Month Manthly Annually

Haousehold
Sizel:
1 $319 | 3454 | 4635 | $go8 | 4602 | 4064 | 31383 | $1968 | 346585 | d23606
$47 $614 3562 | $1227 | %039 | %1320 | 30865 | $e655 | ecadiz | $51.504
3543 | F773 131086 | 0546 | $aa77 | 30675 | $2353 [ 33340 $40.15
| de55 | $o33 | d13i0 | 1865 | $14e0 | depen [ 42830 | $a0an
4767 | $100z | $1534 | $2183 | $1662 | 92365 | $3.324 | $4730 | So000s | Sonon
$570 | 1251 | $1755 | $esoz | $iovs | $eTi | 43809 $ed2t | dd5705 | $65046
3901 | $1411 | $agEz | 32821 | 32048 | 33085 | $deos | 36112 | Fe1E32 | $73.334
2 $1103| $1570 | %2206 | 33140 | 32300 | 33401 | 34780 | 36802 | 357356 | 361622 47
pdditensl | gpz | 160 | Se2a | dpt0 | 243 | 8345 | das6 | 8601 | d552 | ds268

m=rmbers, add]

Free | Reduced Free Reduced Free Reduced Free Reduced Free Reduced

L I s 0 0 B =S L I X)




Review: Income Eligibility Guidelines

Determ ir.we if the Using the IEGs, we found that a household of 4 who earns $49.400
Applicationis annually is higher than the guidelines listed for free and reduced-price
Complete meal benefits. The Smith household does not qualify for meal benefits.

Calculate

lncome Levels We can now sign and date as determining official on the application.

Use Income
Eligibility

Guidelinesto
Determine Meal
Benefits

Sign and Date as
Determining
Official

Sign and Date
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Sign and Date as Determining Official

As the determining official, we will fill out the appropriate fields in the gray
box titled OFFICE USE ONLY.

Income «  On the first line, Eligibility, we can mark the denied category.
- - « For Determining Official’s Signature, you will sign the application.
Appllcatlons » For Date, record today's date (this date should reflect when the application was
processed).

« Itisthen recommended to identify the type of application and the household
size and income used with the IEGs.

OFFICE USE OMLY
dError Prone
Eligibility: Free__ Reduced___ Denied 1

Determining Official's Signature: %m Em Date: 9/5/20

QCasze £ Application QFoster Application  ODirectly Certified: Date of Disregard:
Income Application

Househald Size:_ 4

Total Income: _#49, 400 _ Fer: AWeek DQOBi-Weskly (Every 2 Weeks) O2x Month JMonthly ﬂnnual

1 Selected For Verification: Confirming Official’s Signature: Date:
Follow-Up Official’s Signature: Date:
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How would you certify this income application?
A) Free, based on income of $500 per week, household of 3.

B) Free, based on income of $31,200 annually, household of 3.
C) Reduced, based on income of $600 per week, household of 3.

If vou answered YES

FIE[T L] creimossim

STEP 4  Contactinformation and adult signature  Mail Completed Form to: INSERT SCHOOL/DISTRICT MAILING ADDRESS
OFFICE USE ONLY

CError Prone
Eligibility: Free__ Reduced__ Denied__
Determining OfficiaPs Signature: Dater __

jon OFoster Application  TDirectly Certified: Date of Disregard:
jon

rth - OMarthl

F
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How would you certify this income application?

A) Free, based on income of $500 per week, household of 3.
B) Free, based on income of $31,200 annually, household of 3.
C) Reduced, based on income of $600 per week, household of 3.

The household'’s income is $600 weekly ($500 adult income
+ $100 child income); no conversion is heeded since all
frequencies were weekly. On the IEGs, income received
weekly must be less than $543 to qualify for free meals. The
household’s income of $600 is higher than that, so they do
not qualify for free meals. However, the household’s income
must be less than $773 to qualify for reduced-price meals.

The household's income of $600 is less than $773. The
household qualifies for reduced-price meal benefits.
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Based on this application, is this household application complete?

A) No, income levels are not listed.
B) NO, total household members is incorrect.
C) Yes, all required parts of the application are completed.

2020-2021 Application for Free and Reduced Price School Meals

List ALL infants, children, and students up to and including grade 12 in your heusehald (if more spaces are required for additional names , attach ancther sheet of paper)

MI  Child’s Last Hame School Hame

SR x x| [ ] omsems

STEP4  Contactinformation and adult signature  Mail Completed Form teo: INSERT SCHOOL/DISTRICT MAILING ADDRESS
OFFICE USE OHLY

TError Prone
Eligibility: Free__ Reduced_ Denied__
Determining OfficiaPs Signatur Date: _

ion UFoster Application  CDirectly Certified: Date of Disregard.

Fr

oY



Based on this application, is this household application complete?

A) No, iIncome levels are not listed.
B) No, total household members is incorrect.
C) Yes, all required parts of the application are completed.

Mary Goodwin sighed the application, however she is not listed in step 3
and is not included in the reported total household members.
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Case Number
Applications

Steps for Processing Case Number Applications

1) Determine if the case number application is complete (which
includes a valid case number for Arizona).

2) Assign free meal benefits for all enrolled students within the
household; date and sign as determining official.
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Case Number
Applications

What is a Complete Case Number Application?

Households are instructed to complete step 1, step 2 and step 4
of the household application. A complete case number
application must provide:

« Names of all child household members;

« A case number from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP), Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) or Food
Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR); and

« Signature of an adult household member.

Picture
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Diagram of a Complete Case Number Application

The different colored arrows below represent the information
that the household needs to complete. The following slides will

Case Number discuss the fields in more detail.
A p p li C&l t i ons zom.203 Appcston o Fes nd e rce s

STEP1  ListALL infants, chikiren, and students up to and including grade 12 in your household (if more spsces sre required for sddiansl names, stisch another sheet of paper)
All children listed in the - " W Crigs Last e = 5
household ‘ =

Valid SNAP, TANF, or FDPIR
case number is listed

Adult household member Q
signature

Continue
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Valid Case Numbers in Arizona

Only the case number assigned by
the Assistance Program may be
used to determine eligibility. For

Case Number

, ' INDIAN TRIBAL CASE NUMBER

APP“ c ati ons example, the electronic benefit ORGANIZATION FORMAT

transfer (EBT) card number useq’ by . Vthita Mountain ApacheTrbo

SNAP CannOt be used to eStabllSh . 1N2K2J:ONSF;%T1am Nation Head of Household's Social Security

. s ay g * Quechan Indian Tribe Number (SSN)

CGtGgOI’ICGl ellglblllty * San Carlos Apache Tribe

The determining official must ensure

that the Assistance Program case . ColormdoRvormdianTrbes | numbarfmas2000) o 0asss)

number listed on the application is

valid in the state of Arizona. This is Aletter plus a number 1-7 plusthe
done by confirming the number of * GilaRiverindian Community e o

digits meet the criteria for Arizona

assistance programs.

* SNAP and TANF valid case numbers
are 8 digits or less.

« FDPIR case numbers are valid based Hampton
on the Indian Tribal Organization. icati
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Is the Hampton Application Complete?

Together, we will determine if the Hampton household application
is complete. If you have not yet done so, please print the Hampton

Case Number Application,
H H N N
A p p ll c a t l o n s 20202021 Applcation tor Freo and Reduced Prics Schaol Mesls Hampton Application

STEP1  ListALL infants, children, and students up to and including grade 12 in your household (7

| Child's First Hamo Ml Schosl Name e
"I . [=F- [ [Hlald glt[aln
b Blr | eft 1t ] Hla[m plt |oln s
| 1 :
i | ]I\IIHH\I

STEPZ  Doany Household Members (including you) currsrly particip:

Wyou answesedHO = Compiete

STEPD ReportIncome for ALL Household Members.

\

\
A yoma urure shet |

e cusshid ssim e, Plesss duas the TOTAL GROSS ncone samedby sl Children  OMSR0SSromms freey Joommeru[o vors vy |
inSTEF 1 here.
S s [M[co oo
ciptometusarms | B-All Adult Household Members including yourself
sppicationsrarauaw | Liskcriylhe Akl Housshiold Members frhiding your 1) evs o nat Fox enc e, , reporttotal GROSS income (s
bt || erelcomhicrn) for S0 sorce in ivoia las ey 1y o ol eceive Incryns W ey SoLros, e 1 1 you entes 0 o v sy Al Frs, yo e i i rmising) e iers s o Inoen ko repert
| remectaou g 5055 oot Rt ez st tos okt FudoesEusamans tou ot
o, ) g tom ok [mvus] emeny o mun g o Pryriey ey ey ey
rome | 0O
e | y 00 QO] ¢ 00 § 0000
[ § [e)e] § @]

lollolofok
SEE
[o]ll@ (@]
0]l le)[e]®]
lollolo

C. Total Household Members

(Chicken ard Adkits) X x[X]]x|x Checkif naSSH [32
srsp 4 GContactinformation and adult signature Mail Completed Form to: INSERT SCHOOL/DISTRICT MAILING ADDRESS

- ; [R—— - orrce Use ouLY
L e et pevesy o -
o — e bt Froe__ Resuced_ Derie_
e ; Detarrivieg bote
[ Fpiin J{ 08924
e sio g pa e CCase n Appiication. OF oster Application  Cireetly Dissegut
Girceres pplicaion
| I ==
—_— — [ Per sk Gl ookl (very 2Wesks) e Morth Chrity Cirmunt
‘ ” ” ” ‘ OSdectedFor Verification: ignature: Dats:
T T = Faliowllp Date:

Continue
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Case Number
Applications

Is the Hampton Application Complete?

In order to determine if the Hampton application is complete, highlight

all the required fields on the handout, Hampton Application:
Highlight the names of the children.

« Highlight the case humber listed and confirm it is a valid case number by
ensuring it is 8 digits or less (for SNAP or TANF) or matches the format for
FDPIR case numbers.

« Highlight the signature of an adult household member.

I All children are listed in the household. I

Listed 866210, which is less than 8
digits. This would be considered a
valid case number in Arizona.

IAdult household member has signed. I

| Continue
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Review: Determine if the Application is Complete

Yes, the application contains all required information and is complete.
The household circled yes to participating in an assistance program
and listed a SNAP/TANF case number that is 8 digits or less. (The
application is still complete even if the household does not circle yes
or No.)

Households that report a valid case number are categorically eligible
for free meals. Remember, you are not to verify if the case number is
an active case number; you must simply confirm that the number
reported is consistent with the format used by the assistance program
in Arizona,

We can now signh and date as determining official on the application.

Sign and Date
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Sign and Date as Determining Official

As the determining official, we will fill out the appropriate fields in the

gray box titled OFFICE USE ONLY.
The first line, Eligibility, we can mark the free category.

« For Determining Official’s Signature, you will sign the application.

« For Date, record today's date (this date should reflect when the application
was processed).

« Itisthen recommended to identify the type of application, which is a Case
Number Application,

OFFICE USE ONLY

dError Prone
Eligibility: Free l Reduced___ Denied

Determining Official's Signature: %M_Em Date: g/”/ZO

l!fiase # Application OFoster Application  QDirectly Certified: Date of Disregard:
Qincome Application
Household Size:

Total Income: Per. dWeek DOBi-Weskly (Every 2 Weeks) O2x Month OMeonthly QAnnual
1 Selected For Verification: Confirming Official’s Signature: Date:
Follow-Up Official’s Signature: Date:
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How would you certify this income application?

A) Paid, incomplete application. Social Security number is not listed.

B) Free, case number application is complete.
C) Paid, incomplete application. The case number listed is invalid.

2020-2021 Application for Free and Reduced Price School Meals
plete 0L old. Flease L

List ALL infants, children, and students up to and including grade 12 inyour household {if more spaces are reguired for additional names, attach another shest of paper)

Last Name School Name

If you answered YES number hi

STEP3 Reportincome for ALL Househeld Members (Skip this step if you answered 'Yes' to STEP 2)

STEP 4 Contact infermation and adult signature  Mail Completed Form te: INSERT SCHOOL/DISTRICT MAILING ADDRESS
OFFICE USE ONLY

Determining OfficiaP's Sign: Date: _

OCase # Application UF oster Application  UDirectly Certified: Date of Disregard:
ion

Fr

63



How would you certify this income application?

A) Paid, incomplete application. Social Security number is not listed.

B) Free, case number application is complete.
C) Paid, incomplete application. The case number listed is invalid.

A valid SNAP/TANF case number in Arizona is 8-digits or less or matches
one of the FDPIR case number formats. This number looks similar to an
Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) case number.
Households cannot qualify for free meals by providing their AHCCCS
number. Note, a Social Security humber is not required to be listed on a
case nhumber application.
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Foster
Applications

Steps for Processing Foster Applications

1) Determine if the foster application is complete.

2) Assign free meal benefits for all enrolled students within the
household; date and sign as determining official.
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What is a Complete Foster Application

Households are instructed to complete step 1 and step 4 of the

household application. A complete foster application must provide:
FOSter « Name(s) of the foster child;
- - » Indication of the child's foster care status; and
Appllcatlons « Signature of an adult household member.,

Picture
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Diagram to Complete Foster Application

The different colored arrows below represent the information that the
household needs to complete.

A p p l I c a t I o n s 2020-2021 Application for Free and Reduced Price School Meals

Complete one application per household. Piease use a pen (not a pencil).
o Box, Foster Child, is checked off
All children listed in the — u el ‘ I\ i B onthe application to identify
household n I child's foster status.

8
U Il = o
STEP2 Do any Household Members (Including you) currently participate in one or more of the following assistance programa: SNAP, TANF, or FDPIR? Gircle one: Ves /No

Ifyou answered NO > Campietz STER 3, I you answered YES 4 3) [CaseNumber
el e e b e

¥

A Child Income

s ke the TOTAL i Chihan,
mpoma 3 ot e

B.AI , )

Listarly sy Far
ha st btz cach saunce e

anans S

C. Total Household Members Last Four Digits of Social Security Number (SSN) of
(Cien a1 e e e bt 2 [ [X %] Checkitno 531

STEP 4  Contact information and adult signature  Mail Completed Form to: INSERT SCHOOL/DISTRICT MAILING ADDRESS

O[C[0]|O
O[O0
vlele) e
O[O0

| sl i) o Ik o 8 SSRGS e Bl g I 4G | UIand T 55 RSB e "QFFICE USE ONLY

S R = o v o —
Adult household member Q L | - ; — s
signature ‘ I | [ ———
(e I LI | 2 msorr vrmston — oue

DensenMontez
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Is the Densen/Montez Application Complete?

Together, we will determine if the Densen/Montez household

application is complete. If you have not yet done so, please print the
FOSter Densen/Montez Application.

| |
2020-2021 Application for Free and Reduced Price School Meals i i
A ll c at I o n s e s e e et S e e Densen/Montez Application
STEP1  ListALL infants, childiren, and students up to and including grade 12 inyour househald (f more spaces st requred for adiionslnames, attach another sheet of paper)
I

Child's Firsi Name Ml Child's Last Name L -

Jlold]i DDQHS&I ‘

O [ [ [[] N
] L1 [ [1] g
0 O
O 1] | Nies

Do any Household Members (including you) currentty participat in one or more of the following assistance programs: SNAP, TANF, or FDPIR? Circle one Yes/ No
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https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=591e03453217e122b492b203

Is the Densen/Montez Application Complete?

In order to determine if the Densen/Montez Application is complete,

highlight all the required fields on the application:
FOSter « Highlight the names of the children,
- - « Highlight the check mark on the Foster Child box.
Appllcatlons « Highlight the signature of an adult household member.

2020-2021 Application for Free
Complete one apgical on per Nousenold. P

and Reduced Price SchoolMeals - [Janngen/Montez Application
25 a2 requred for addiional names, aiach another sheet of paper)

ListALL infars, children, and students up to and including grade 12 in your household (i more spsc

All children are listed
in the household.

checked.

Foster Child box is ‘

top 1y d Yos't

ora

et
amopar

O 0 O0O0|s
O O s

0000 s
C §

0@ e)lie]

lo/|loj/le}
o/|ee]e]
ollle;

Adult household
member has signed.

| Continue
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Foster
Applications

Review: Determine if the Application is Complete

The application contains all required information and is complete. The
household listed the name of the foster child, checked off the Foster
Child box, and an adult household member signed the application.

A foster child is categorically eligible for free meals. The child's status
for free meals does not require confirmation of Foster status prior to
receiving benefits.

The free meal benefits of a foster child do not extend to other
household members. This How-To Guide will review how to
document if other household members are also listed on the
application in a few slides.

We can now sign and date as determining official on the application.

Sign and Date

/1



Sign and Date as Determining Official

As the determining official, we will fill out the appropriate fields in the

gray box titled OFFICE USE ONLY.
FOSter The first line, Eligibility, we can mark the free category.
- - « For Determining Official’s Signature, you will sign the application.
Appllcatlons « For Date, record today's date (this date should reflect when the application
was processed).
« Itisthen recommended to identify the type of application, which is a Foster
Application.

OFFICE USE OMLY
dError Prone
Eligibility: Free l Reduced___ Denied

Determining Official's Signature: %M_Em Date: X/IS/ZO

QCasze £ Application meter Application ODirectly Certified: Date of Disregard:
Qincome Application
Household Size:

Total Income: Per. dWeek DOBi-Weskly (Every 2 Weeks) O2x Month OMeonthly QAnnual
1 Selected For Verification: Confirming Official’s Signature: Date:
Follow-Up Official’s Signature: Date:

/2
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Homeless/
Migrant/
Runaway

Applications

Processing Homeless/Migrant/Runaway Applications

When an SFA receives an application with Homeless, Migrant, or
Runaway indicated, the determining official must confirm eligibility for

each child prior to providing benefits.

1. An appropriate program official or homeless liaison must confirm a child's
status, either through direct contact with the agency or by a list of names
provided by the agency.

2. Once the appropriate official confirms a child's homeless, migrant and/or
runaway status, the child will be provided free meal benefits.

3. Attach the application with the documentation provided by the liaison.

2020-2021 Application for Free and Reduced Price School Meals

Complete one application per household. Please use a pen (not a pencil).

STEP1 List Al L infants, children, and students up to and including grade 12 in your household (if more spaces are required for sddifional names, atiach another sheet of paper)

Child's First Name Ml Child's Last Nemie Behwol Nane

olfoo

E|

TITE:

|
O LTI
L) L]
INEEEENENEEEEEEEEEEREEREEEN
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Acceptable Documentation

Mi

grant:

SFAs should work directly with Migrant Education Program (MEP) officials or
their homeless liaison to identify migrant children and to document their
eligibility for free meal benefits. Acceptable documentation for MEP
enrollment is a dated list with each child's name and the signature of the
MEP official or local educational liaison, or a letter from a MEP official or
local educational liaison provided by a household which confirms that a
child currently meets the definition of migrant.

Runaway:

Acceptable documentation is obtained from the LEA homeless liaison or
officials of shelters where the child resides. A letter with the child’'s hame or
a list of names of participating children, effective dates, and signature of the
school district's homeless liaison or other designated official confirms that a
child meets the definition of a runaway.

Homeless:

Acceptable documentation is obtained from the LEA homeless liaison or
officials of homeless shelters where the child resides. It consists of a letter
with the child's name or a list of names of participating children, effective
dates, and signhature of the school district's homeless liaison or other

designated officials. 75



If you received an application with only a child’'s name, Homeless, Migrant,
Runaway box checked off, and an adult signature, what should be your next
step?

A) Certify the application as free.
B) Do not grant meal benefits yet. Contact the Homeless, Migrant, and/or

Runaway liaison to confirm child's status.
0 48

C) Certify the application as reduced.



If you received an application with only a child’'s name, Homeless, Migrant,
Runaway box checked off, and an adult signature, what should be your next
step?

A) Certify the application as free.

B) Do not grant meal benefits yet. Contact the Homeless, Migrant, and/or
Runaway liaison to confirm child’s status.

C) Certity the application as reduced.

Applications that have been checked off as Homeless, Migrant, Runaway
must be confirmed by the program'’s liaison. Until you have received
confirmation, the child cannot be certified as free due to Homeless,
Migrant, or Runaway status.
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Processing
Applications
with Multiple

Types of
Eligibility

Applications with Multiple Types of Eligibility

SFAs may receive applications where some children are eligible for
free meal benefits based on the child's status of Foster, Homeless,
Migrant, and/or Runaway. However, that eligibility does not extend to
other children in the household. This type of eligibility is referred to as
Other Source Categorical Eligibility.

The SFA must have a method to process different eligibility statuses
that may result from an application that contains a Foster, Homeless,
Migrant, and/or Runaway child along with other students.

79
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Steps for Processing Applications: Multiple Eligibilities

1) The SFA will determine the Other Source Categorical Eligibility for
the appropriate children using the guidance provided in this guide.

2) The SFA will then determine the eligibility for the remaining
children listed on the application by either case number or
household's income and size (which includes the Other Source
Categorically Eligible children).

80
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Foster and Income Application

If the household where the foster child resides applies for benefits for
their non-foster children and includes the foster child as a household
member, the household must report any personal income received by
the foster child.

The foster child's income can be from a part-time job or from any
funds provided to the child for the child's personal use.
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Multiple Types of Eligibilities

Other Source Categorically Eligible children will receive free benefits,
even if the other children listed on the application are determined
ineligible for free or reduced-price benefits.

The SFA cannot require a separate application for each child in the
same household or multiple applications from a mixed household that
includes children who are Other Source Categorically Eligible and
others who apply based on household income.

82



Processing
Denied
Applications




Processing
Denied
Applications

Denied Applications

If a household provides an incomplete application or does not meet
the eligibility criteria for free or reduced-priced meal benefits, the
application must be denied. Households with children who are denied
benefits must be provided with written notification of the denial.

Determining officials must record the eligibility determination and
notification in an easily referenced format that includes the following:
» denial date;
reason for denial;
date the denial notice was sent; and
« signature or initials of the determining official (may be electronic, where
applicable).
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APPLICATIONTYPE MEAL BENEFITS DETERMINATION

Eligibility determined by income
Free, reduced, or paid and household size is provided to

Income
all enrolled students.

|
M eal Ben eflts Free eligibility determinedby case
Case Number Free number is provided to allenrolled

students.

Free eligibility determinedby foster
status is only provided to the child
Foster Free self-reported as foster. Note, foster

status doesnotneed to be
confirmed by a liaison.

Free eligibility determined by
Homeless/Migrant/Runaway is
Homeless/Migrant/Runaway Free only provided to the child identified

as Homeless/Migrant/Runaway

when confirmed by liaison.

Applications that are incomplete are considered paid until required information is
obtained from the household. Please refer back to slides 17 and 18 of this How-To

Guide for more information.




Technical Assistance

If you have any questions about certifying students
for meal benefits, use the Eligibility Manual for
School Meals:

https.//cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id
=595e4a163217e115acbci32bd

For other questions about the processing household
applications, please contact your School Nutrition
Programs Specialist,

N



https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=595e4a163217e115acbc32bd

Congratulations

You have completed the Step-by-Step Instruction:

How to Process Household Applications

In order to count this training towards your

Professional Standards training hours, the training

content must align with your job duties.

Information to include when documenting this

training for Professional Standards:

* Training Title: How to Process Household
Applications

* Learning Code: 3110

* Key Area: 3000 - Administration

* Length: 1.5 hours

Please note, attendees must document the amount of training hours indicated on

the training despite the amount of time it takes to complete it.




Training Certificate

Please click on the link below to complete a brief survey
about this training. Once the survey is complete, you will
be able to print your certificate of completion from

Survey Monkey.

"This will not appear in your Event Management System (EMS) Account,

https.//www.surveymonkey.com/r/OnlineHow ToGuides

The information below is for your reference when

completing the survey:

« Training Title: How to Process Household Applications

» Professional Standards Learning Code: 3110



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OnlineHowToGuides

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations
and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex
(including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights
activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.qg., Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers
the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at:
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-
11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to
USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description
of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
(ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter
must be submitted to USDA by:
1. mail:

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2.fax:
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email:
program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.



