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To: [Supervisor Name]
From: [Your Name]

Date: [Date]

Subject: 2018 Joint Arts Education Conference 

Designed to bring together Arizona’s arts educators, teaching artists, and arts administrators for a full day of professional development, this year’s Joint Arts Education Conference focuses on youth-driven practices and Creative Youth Development. Creative Youth Development is a recent term for a longstanding theory of practice that integrates creative skill building, inquiry, and expression with positive youth development principles, fueling young people’s imaginations and building critical learning and life skills. Creative Youth Development programs provide safe and healthy youth spaces, are assets-based, foster the development of positive relationships and social and emotional literacy, are youth-driven, and set high expectations for growth and learning. 
The Arts Commission and Department of Education have enlisted a highly qualified cohort of experts on creative youth engagement strategies to lead the planning and presentation of JAEC. Composed entirely of young people from throughout the state, ages 15-18, the JAEC Youth advisory Board is guiding the Arts Commission and Department of Education staff in a collaborative effort to provide Arizona educators, administrators, and teaching artists an opportunity to explore the potential of student-centered learning and develop culturally responsive curriculum. 
The 2018 Joint Arts Education Conference is presented by the Arizona Commission on the Arts and the Arizona Department of Education (ADE). The conference will take place Tuesday, November 13, 2018 in Tucson, Arizona. Arts educators, teaching artists, and arts administrators will have the opportunity to complete 8.5 hours of professional development by attending the 2018 Joint Arts Education Conference. ADE’s School Excellence Unit is also presenting their 2018 ESSA Conference on November 14th and 15th, and participants are encouraged to attend all three days for a discount. Learn more about ESSA and the role the Arts play in creating well-rounded education opportunities for our students.     

For additional conference details, visit http://azarts.gov/programs/jaec/.
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