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Counting Eligible Private School Students ~ 
Low-Income: ESSA Section 1117(c)(1)

● As part of consultation, count the number of students from low-income 
families in LEA Title I participating attendance zones who attend a private 
school (inside or outside of LEA). 

● Measure used to count private school students must be the same or 
comparable to measure used to count public school students  

○ 2018-2019 Guidelines to Determine Eligible Students
○ 2018-2019 Guidelines to Determine Eligible Students – Spanish

● Even upon consultation, the LEA retains authority to decide
how eligible children will be counted. 
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https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=5b08441c03e2b30ea095404d
https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=5b1726fd03e2b306a07eeb3d


Select Eligible Academically At-Risk Students
While the number of eligible private school students is determined on the basis of 
poverty data, income is not the criterion to identify students for services. 

1. Private School Student must reside in one of the LEA’s participating 
attendance zones; 

                                                          AND

2. Private School Student must be identified as at risk of failing* to meet the 
Arizona academic standards used to define proficiency by the private school. 
*Multiple academic criteria will be used to select students for Title I-Services.
LEA has discretion to choose appropriate selection criteria.
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Story of Three Private School Students
1st: These three students have been identified 
as low-income based on poverty measure and 
they each live in a Title I boundary. LEA 
confirms information received by Private 
School. 

2nd: These two students reside in a Title I 
attendance area; AND they have met the criteria 
as ‘academically at-risk’. These two students 
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Set-aside Example
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LEA Meaningful Consultation Checklist

A.
Send notice about ESEA programs (Intent to Participate form) to private school administrators asking if they are 
interested in having their students and teachers participate in ESEA programs.

B.

Schedule a consultation meeting with private school officials and provide information about the ESEA education 
programs (including competitive grants the LEA will apply for) available to eligible private school students and 
teachers, allowable activities, and the appropriate roles of public and private school officials. Identify ongoing 
consultation meeting dates.
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FY20 Intent To Participate
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FY20 Affirmation of Consultation
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Resources

Arizona Department of Education: Private School Website 

2019 Brustein & Manasevit’s Spring Coordinator Presentation
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http://www.azed.gov/titlei/privateschools/
https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=5c7f4fec1dcb250fd4f4a448

