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What do these people have in common?



“Nothing is of more importance for the public weal, than to 
form and train up youth in wisdom and virtue.”

--Benjamin Franklin



CHARACTER EDUCATION REVIEW

11 Principles of Effective Character Education
1. Promotes core values
2. Defines “character” to include thinking, feeling, and doing
3. Uses a comprehensive approach
4. Creates a caring community
5. Provides students with opportunities for moral action
6. Offers a meaningful and challenging academic curriculum
7. Fosters students’ self-motivation
8. Engages staff as a learning community
9. Fosters shared leadership

10. Engages families and community members as partners
11. Assesses the culture and climate of the school

        --The Character Education Partnership (CEP)



• Children begin to form character at 18 months old
• Higher test scores 
• Fewer discipline issues
• More engaged
• Self-discipline 
• Self-respect

CHARACTER EDUCATION REVIEW



CHARACTER EDUCATION REVIEW

• Character education needs to be a priority
• Good character must be modeled by teachers, admins
• Implicit and explicit teaching
• Lots of practice 
• Lessons should provide empowerment



DISCUSSION

• What is your experience with character education?

• Is it effective? 

• Why/why not?



VALUES IN CURRICULUM

• Choosing values
• RAISE 

• Example programs
• Character Counts
• 7 Habits
• Learning for Life
• Character First
• Develop your own

TM
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VALUES IN CURRICULUM

Sample Lesson (demo)



VALUES IN CURRICULUM

Modify an activity
• Individuals 

• Choose a value
• Add in the character education

• Small groups
• Share 
• Choose one
• Improve

• Whole group share



VALUES IN CURRICULUM

Create your own activity
• Individuals

• Create an activity
• Choose a value
• Integrate the value into the activity

• Small groups
• Share 
• Choose one
• Improve

• Whole group share



VALUES IN THE SCHOOL

Why/How?
• The goal is to reform the classroom and school culture.6

• Form part of the mission statement of the class and school.5

• Involve and include all school stakeholders5

• Parents, teachers, administrators, community members
• All adults should be role models5



VALUES IN THE SCHOOL

Integrating your values in the school community 
• Assemblies/events
• Field trips
• Student spotlights
• Parent nights
• Newsletters
• Parent classes
• Teacher trainings
• Videos



VALUES IN THE SCHOOL

Create your own activity
• Individuals

• Create an activity
• Choose a value
• Integrate the value into the activity

• Small groups
• Share 
• Choose one
• Improve

• Whole group share



CONCLUSION

• What have you learned?

• How will you apply your learnings?

• What concerns do you have about implementation?

• Other questions, comments, concerns
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