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My journey towards implementing FA 
in my classroom.
YEAR 1 – Participant in FAI online 
course

YEAR 2 – Co-facilitator of hybrid 
face-to-face/online FAI course

YEAR 3 – Participant in hybrid 
face-to-face/online SAIL course 



My journey towards implementing FA in my classroom.

Recommitting to a year(s) of 
learning by thinking about my 
“why” :
● How do I reach all my 

students? 
● How do I increase student 

autonomy in my classroom?

Getting familiar 
with learning 
targets, success 
criteria, and getting 
students involved

Focus on student 
involvement in the 
learning with a focus 
on student feedback 
through VSGs

Focus on clear Learning 
targets/ success 
criteria, Eliciting 
Evidence and 
Deliberate Acts of 
Teaching through VSGs



Learning Goals & Success Criteria – How do I 
communicate or work with students to create 
learning goals(targets) and success criteria in math 
class?

o Learning Goals

o Success Criteria (mine)

o Success Criteria (co-created)

o Referring to the learning goals 
and success criteria constantly



Struggles: Creating Learning Goal and 
Success criteria  (HS)
▪Co-create Learning goals

▪Co-create Success Criteria
▪ Students need some scaffolding (Very Important for HS)

▪ They understand the logic and the flow of the unit. 

▪Periodical revisit of the success criteria list through out the unit and use it as self 
assess tool. 



Learning Goals – My Big Challenge 

● Learning Goals and Success Criteria in Math has been my biggest 
challenge as I moved into 5th grade! 

● Addressing my misconceptions and filling my own learning gaps as I 
begin to write Learning Goals
○ Reading AZCCRS  
○ Taking any assessments myself that students will be taking later on
○ Looking at Performance Level Descriptors

 



Success Criteria – How do I communicate learning goals and 
create success criteria with students in math class?

(Student Exemplar)

Co-creating Success Criteria in math was my goal this year:

● Student work time first, then posting an exemplar 

(pictured) and creating criteria through that

● I model/think aloud and have students create from that

● Look at a finished task and think of skills we need to 

complete it 



Mathematical Practices and Formative Assessment



         Lesson Planning in Math with FA



Gathering Evidence – What ways do I  currently gather 
evidence in math of student learning or student struggles 
with math? How has my evidence gathering changed as I 
grow in my implementation of formative assessment. 

o Collaborative work/discussions

o Class discussions

o Individual work/reasoning

o Peer Feedback

o Self-Assessment



Gathering Evidence 
● Students engaging in 

content through 
academic talk 

● Feedback (peer and 
self-assessment)

● Conferencing
● Noticing (tasks and talk)
● Questioning



How have the formative assessment processes 
improved the teaching and learning of math for 
me and my students?
o Learning is more focused

o Success criteria is clearer and more intentional

o Deliberate teacher moves to move learning forward

o Feedback is constant part of teaching and learning



How have the formative assessment processes 
improved the teaching and learning of math for me 
and my students?

● I...
○ have a deeper understanding of math standards and content
○ have a clearer picture of where my students fall on each standard 
○ have more evidence and data on student learning in math than ever before

● Students...
○ justify their thinking in math (not perfect, but definitely getting there!)  
○ are able to tackle more complex math tasks and ideas 
○ math identity has shifted 
○ who struggle feel more success 



      Resources
My 

Self-Assessment 
/ My Next Steps

Teacher 
Feedback:

Peer Feedback:

Co-created Questions - 
promotes academic discourse 
throughout lessons and used to 
create an equitable 
environment for ELL students

Conferencing schedule - keeps me 
accountable with my students and 
helps me give consistent feedback 
and close gaps daily

Reflection Form - keeps 
students accountable when 
learning routines of 
self-assessing and giving 
feedback (temporary)



Questions?



Contact Us!
 Hesper Petersen, 
hpetersen@fusd1.org  

 Mount Elden Middle School

 Flagstaff Unified School District

 Accelerated Math 6/7 & 7/8 
Teacher

 Math Department Chair

Samantha Choffin
samanthac@susd12.org
5th Grade Teacher
Summit View Elementary School
Sunnyside Unified School District

Sharmin Khan
khan.sharmin@cusd80.com
High School Math
Chandler Unified School DIstrict

Sharmin Khan (via Google 
Drive)
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