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Laying the Foundation:

Understanding the Need for Consortia
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Federal Requirement under ESEA/Title III Part A

SEC. 3114. WITHIN STATE ALLOCATIONS

(b) LIMITATION. - A State educational agency shall 

not award a subgrant from an allocation made 

under subsection (a) if the amount of such 

subgrant would be less than $10,000.

Why?
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Current Stats

FY 2020 PRELIMINARY Pass Through Amount

$10,940,840.48 456 LEAs

Accepted FY 2020 Funding

$9,924,844.40 LEP grants 119 LEAs

$673,210.20 Consortia Grants 147 LEAs

$28,866.07 Pending FINAL Award 3 LEAs

Unaccepted FY 2020 Funding

$313,919.81

41% of LEAs statewide have chosen to not accept Title III funds
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❖ Any LEA may choose to join a consortium, 

regardless of allocation amount.

❖ An LEA with an allocation below the 

$10,000 threshold MUST join a consortium 

in order to receive funds. 

Who?
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❖ A joint funding application in which the combined 

allocation amounts of all LEAs meets or exceeds 

the $10,000 Federal threshold 

• Carryover does not factor into the $10,000 threshold.

❖ Consortia Options:

• #1: Each LEA creates a separate plan and budget for 

their full Title III allocation (most common option)

• #2: All LEAs agree to pool funds and create a 

comprehensive plan and budget which benefits all 

members

• #3: Options #1 and #2 are combined

What?
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❖ One LEA or eligible entity is designated to 

serve as the Fiscal Agent.

❖ Interested districts/charters may choose to 

join an existing consortium or form a new 

one.

• OELAS can provide a current Fiscal Agent list

❖ Fiscal Agents must notify OELAS of its 

member participation.

• Consortia applications are custom-built

How?



Funding Application Prerequisites
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Fiscal Agent

Access must be obtained to:

ADE Connect

Grants Management 

Enterprise (GME) system

Title III Consortium Funding 

Application

LEA Member

Access must be obtained to:

Common Logon

ALEAT

Integrated Action Plan (LIAP)

(Note: All plans are expected to 

move to GME in FY 2021)

Platforms Needed



Working Together for Success 
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Distribute required member documents (found in GME Related 

Documents section); upload completed docs to GME

Complete Lead Agent Funding forms (found in GME Related Documents 

section); upload completed docs to GME

*Complete General Statement of Assurance (GSA) in GME

*Complete Program Details section of Title III Consortium Application, 

including acknowledgement of ALL Title III Assurances

*Enter budget information into Title III application

Follow USFR Chart of Accounts accounting code structure

Double check math

Fiscal Agent Tasks
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Complete Participating Member Certifications and Assurances; return to 

Fiscal Agent

Complete Site-level Comprehensive Needs Assessments, Root Cause 

Analyses, and Site Integrated Action Plans (SIAPs)

*Complete LEA-level Integrated Action Plan (LIAP), including appropriate 

tags

Provide Fiscal Agent a budget which aligns with LIAP needs

Ensure expenditures meet intent and purpose of Title III grant

Follow USFR Chart of Accounts accounting code structure

Double check math

LEA Members’ Tasks
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SEA Director Approval  ≠ Substantial Approval

SEA Director Approval is the date when expenditures are approved and 

the reimbursement request process can begin 

Substantial Approval is the date that an LEA may begin to obligate funds 

to the grant (34 CFR §76.708)

Title III Substantial Approval Criteria:

*Completed General Statement of Assurance (GSA) in GME

*Fully completed Program Details section of Title III Consortium 

Application, including acknowledgement of ALL Title III Assurances

*Completed Title III application

*Completed LEA-level Integrated Action Plan (LIAP)

Substantial Approval Requirements 
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What it is
• Above and beyond what is 

made available to ALL 

students

• Exclusive for current EL 

students

• Tied to language instruction 

educational programs for ELs

• In addition to LEA obligations 

under other laws

• Situation specific

What it isn’t
• More of the same

• Funding for the EL portion of an 

expenditure for all

• Previously funded using other 

Federal, State, local monies

• Intended to fill in the funding 

gaps

• An Amazon shopping cart

Supplement Not Supplant (SNS)



Increasing Your Chances for Success
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Recommended GME Template
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Help is out there!

Contact your Regional Specialist

Title III Fiscal Specialist, Mary Ricci-Marriott

602.542.0794

OELAS Main Line

602.542.0753

Online Resources

http://www.azed.gov/oelas/title-iii/

(Title III FAQs, Spending Guidance, Supplement Not Supplant, 2% Admin 
Cap, LEA Civil Rights Obligations, and much more)

http://www.azed.gov/oelas/title-iii/


Thank You!


