
ESSENTIAL
STANDARDS
Implementation Guide



Note: All standards should be taught and will continue to be
included in the test design of the annual state exams. 

Definition
Essential Standards are individual ELA and math standards selected to receive a
greater proportion of questions on the AASA exams. The AASA exams,
administered in grades three through eight, are developed based on a
standards blueprint approved by the State Board of Education that includes
individual ELA and math standards grouped into clusters and identifies an
allocation of questions for each cluster. The identified Essential Standards will
receive the maximum number of questions allowed by the assessment
blueprint. 



Where to
begin?

A guide on how best to implement the Essential Standards.



ADE has multiple resources and guidance on essential standards
and the AASA.

Step 1: Find Resources from Academic Standards

Highlighted Standards
Documents for Grades

3-8

Resources for
Supporting
Standards

Frequently
Asked Questions

Introductory 
Video

https://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/english-language-arts-and-math-essential-standards
https://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/english-language-arts-and-math-essential-standards


ADE has multiple resources and guidance on essential standards
and the AASA.

AASA Writing
Resources

AASA Blueprints for
ELA and Math

Performance 
Level

Descriptors

AASA Math
Resources

Step 2: Find Resources from Assessments

https://www.azed.gov/assessment/aasa


Gather teachers, coaches, and administration to understand and unpack
the standards. 

Review the standards and the supporting documents from the Academic
Standards and Assessment teams.

Ensure teachers, coaches, and administrators know and
understand what each standard is requiring of the student and
determine what mastery should look like. 

Note:  All standards should be taught multiple times throughout
the year in multiple ways.

Find student examples of what mastery looks like throughout the
school year.

Step 3: Learn



After teachers, coaches, and administrators understand the standards and
the performance level descriptors, compare your scope and sequence to
the AASA blueprint.

Does your scope
and sequence

match the
percentages in the

blueprint?

How do essential
standards and

supporting
standards work

together?

Step 4: Compare 

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/10/ELA%20AzM2%20Blueprint%202016%20Standards_AASA%20Oct%202021.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/10/Math%20AzM2%20Blueprint%202016%20Standards_AASA%20Oct%202021.pdf


As you examine your scope and sequence, then compare it to the standards
and use the performance level descriptors, ask the following questions:

When in the scope and sequence are students introduced to
the standard(s)?

When in the scope and sequence are students developing the
skills needed according to the standards?

When in the scope and sequence are students expected to
demonstrate mastery of the standard(s)?

Step 5: Ask Comparison Questions



Using the Arizona State Standards, examine curriculum choices to ensure
they align with the standards to demonstrate mastery at the highest depth
and complexity. 

Note: For grades K-3, LEAs must choose a MOWR vetted
curriculum to receive MOWR funding.

Does your curriculum address all the standards, offer
interactive ways to engage students, and account for
accessibility?

If not, what supplemental materials can be used to fill the
gaps?

Does the curriculum meet the needs of all students? Are
there options for differentiation? Enrichment? Remediation?

Step 6: Align



Adjust to using formative assessments frequently. Ensuring you assess
where students are in their mastery of all standards.

ADE has procured NAVVY for all schools through the 2025-2026
school year. NAVVY is aligned directly to the AASA and will give
feedback on how a student may perform on the AASA.

In developing formative assessments, use the Performance Level
Descriptors to set mastery levels throughout your scope and sequence at
the appropriate unit.

Step 7: Assess

Note: Essential Standards will have the maximum number of
questions allowed per the assessment blueprint.



Standards are created with a vertical
articulation. However, at each grade
level, standards are written so a student
should achieve mastery by the end of the
school year. Mastery is considered when
a student is proficient by the PLD
descriptor.

Step 8: Assess Using PLDs for ELA



Standards are created with a vertical
articulation. However, at each grade
level, standards are written so a student
should achieve mastery by the end of the
school year. Mastery is considered when
a student is proficient by the PLD
descriptor.

Step 9: Assess Using PLDs for Math



All stakeholders (teachers, coaches, and administrators) are
fully aware of the essential and supporting standards.

Curriculum and supplemental materials align with the
standards.

The scope and sequence accurately reflects the standards
blueprint and address all standards multiple times throughout
the year.

Formative assessments align to the Performance Level
Descriptors and are in place to check for understanding and
mastery throughout the year.

Checklist



K12standards@azed.gov

Thank you

Assessments
Testing@azed.gov

Academic Standards

mailto:k12standards@azed.gov
https://www.azed.gov/assessment
mailto:testing@azed.gov
https://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/

