
Arizona Johnson O’Malley Forum
July 24, 2025



Opening Prayer and 
Land Acknowledgement



Housekeeping

To unite all AZ JOM 
contractors and provide an 

opportunity to network, share 
best practices and collaborate 
as well as create a consistent 
support structure for Arizona 

Indigenous students.

ScheduleGoalPurpose

Identify and support all 
eligible JOM students in 

Arizona by using this forum to 
collect and share information 

to assist in the effective 
management of JOM 

programs.

The forum will occur 
quarterly at 9am (MST) on 
the following days:
• January 23, 2025
• April 24, 2025
• July 24, 2025
• October 23, 2025

Peña Blanca Lake, Arizona



1. Overview: Student Eligibility for Student Count

2.BIE Guidance and Q & A

3.ADE Update:  Student Count

4.Presentation: Sunnyside Unified

5.Presentation: White Mountain Apache Tribe

6.Announcements

7.Networking

8.Closing

July 2025 Agenda

Patagonia Lake State Park, Arizona



FORUM FOCUS AREAS

Guidance 
and 

Resources

Student CountFunding Uses Parent Involvement



OVERVIEW:  STUDENT ELIGIBILITY 
FOR STUDENT COUNT



* Federally Recognized
** Living/Decreased
*** Documented proof

JOM Eligibility Flowchart

Is student aged 
3 to grade 12?

Yes

No

Is student 
enrolled in a 

tribe*?

Not 
Eligible

Eligible***

Yes

No

YesIs parent or 
grandparent an 
enrolled tribal 

member?**

No



Students are enrolled 
members of tribe 

Students are eligible for 
the JOM Program 

BECAUSE 
Tribal enrollment alone is 

sufficient 

Documentation Needed 
• Enrollment of student

⚬ This documentation comes 
directly from the tribe 

• This could be: 
⚬ Enrollment Number
⚬ Tribal Identification Card



One parent is an enrolled 
tribal member

Student is NOT enrolled 
member of tribe

Student is eligible for 
the JOM Program 

BECAUSE 
Student is a blood descendant of 
enrolled tribal member (parent)*One parent is 

non-native

Documentation Needed 

• Proof of parent’s tribal enrollment

• Proof student is a descendent of the 
parent (e.g., birth certificate) 



One grandparent is an 
enrolled member

Students are NOT enrolled 
members of tribe 

Students are eligible for 
the JOM Program 

One grandparent is 
non-native

Documentation Needed 

• Proof of grandparent's enrollment in tribe

• Proof student is a descendent of the parent 
and grandparent (e.g., birth certificate) 

BECAUSE 
Student is a blood descendant of 

enrolled tribal member (grandparent)*



Johnson O’Malley Student Count
Eligibility 
Acceptable forms of identification
• CIB (Certificate of Indian Blood)
• CDIB (Certificate Degree of Indian Blood)
• Tribal IDs
• Tribal Enrollment Letter
• Descendancy Forms
• Birth Certificates tied to Tribal Member
• Family Cards



Bureau of Indian Education



ADE Updates



Caveat
The information in this video is based on the Arizona 

Department of Education (ADE) management of the Johnson 

O’Malley (JOM) program. 

 There may be slight differences in how other JOM 

contractors, i.e., Tribal Nations, manage their JOM programs.



JOM Grant Cycle – 15 Months

January February March April May June July August September October November December

FY25

FY25

FY26

July 1, 2024 – 
Project Start Date

Sept 30, 2025 - 
Project End Date

July 1, 2025 – 
Project Start Date

Overlap 
of FY25 

and FY26



Student Count
ADE JOM 305 Form

• Updated as of July 1, 2024

• Digitizing Form (do not remove/alter fields)

ADE Student Count Form

• Due August 1st to ADE

• Actual and Potential Counts

• Why ADE requires both counts

Tribal JOM Student Counts 

• Cannot double count students from a tribal 

JOM program and ADE’s JOM Program

• LEAs need to work with Tribal programs to 

determine accurate student counts



Proof of Indian Blood/Enrollment

Degree of Indian Blood and/or 
Enrollment/Membership number as shown on any 
of the following:

• CIB – Certificate of Indian Blood
• CDIB – Certificate Degree of Indian Blood
• Tribal ID – Tribal Identification Card
• Letter from Tribe – confirmation of enrollment

Please collect a copy of one of these documents 
from Parent/Guardian.



OIE JOM Website:  https://www.azed.gov/oie/johnson-omalley-jom-program 

Johnson O'Malley (JOM) Program | Arizona Department of Education
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Program Spotlight

White Mountain Apache Tribe

Eileen E. Crocker
Program Coordinator



JOM School Funding
● Alchesay High School
● Blue Ridge High School
● Canyon Day Jr High
● McNary School (6-8)
● Whiteriver Elementary School
● Cradleboard Elementary School
● Mary V Riley Elementary School
● WMAT Headstart (Whiteriver, Cibecue & McNary)



Programs funded under JOM
● Robotics programs
● Extended Curriculum (field trips)
● Apache Culture Class Supplies
● Speakers
● Parent Incentives for attending PAC Meetings
● Academic and Athletic award ceremonies
● Student stores



Sub Programs funded under JOM
● Higher Education Outreach

● Student Support

● Leadership Development – White Mountain Apache Tribe 
Youth Council



Program Spotlight

Sunnyside Unified School District

Daniel Gastelum
Native American Education 
Program Coordinator



SUSD Land Acknowledgement    

We acknowledge that Sunnyside Unified School District resides 

in a culturally rich region on the land of the Tohono O’odham 

Nation and Pascua Yaqui Tribe. We honor with gratitude the 

land itself and the Indigenous communities who have been 

stewards, past and present. As a school district, we are 

committed to learning how to work, serve, educate and uplift our 

youth while maintaining a diverse and inclusive environment 

with respect and appreciation of all.





24-25 Program Data

#1: Deliver the highest quality services possible to Native
        American students  that supports growth, agency, and learner
        identity.

#2: Identify and support at-risk (Tier 3) students systemically.

#3: Learn and build capacity within our NAEP program on best
        practices in serving Native American students.

26

1150 NAEP total avg. enrollment
7-7.5%  District Enrollment







Supporting Identity in Schools

● Indiv

● Individual interviews/group dialogues
● Help students grow and succeed in all areas:

○ Academic
○ Student Identity (student first, tribal connection second)
○ Self-advocacy and Student Agency

● Work directly with families, teachers, school staff, and outside resources 
(tribal, county, state, federal.)

● Be available to staff; open to suggestions, ideas, concerns specific to each 
site.
○ Behavior plan support
○ Wellness check ins
○ Home Visits
○ Resource collaboration

● Crisis response
● FEE $upport: Extra Curriculars, Athletics, Performing Arts & Art Supplies, 

Club, Credit recovery (weekend Academy/Summer School.
● Senior Banquet
● Student Led Clubs (Desert Native Pride/ Sunnyside Native Voices) 
● Semester Attendance/Academic/Improvement Incentives

29



● Program Grants

○ JOM = $136,500 (24-25)

■ $52,597.36 (24-25) (1 position at 0.5 FTE = $26,298.68)

■ $75,022 carryover (0.5 FTE additional)

○ JOM= $32,000 (allocated FY 25-26)

■ -52% budget reduction

■ FY25-26 carryover projected @ $51,000 

■ FY25-26 projected Total JOM Budget $83,000

○ Title VI = $109,457 (24-25) (2 positions)

● NAEP Director, 3 NAEP Advisors (Instructional Improvement)

NAEP Program Funding
2024-2025



Announcements





JOM Pre-Session Meeting
September 2nd, 2025

2:00 – 4:00pm
Sheraton Grand Resort at Wild Horse Pass

Tentative Agenda 
– Program Updates
– Jeopardy
– Highlights
– Vision Boards
– Professional Learning for JOM Programs
– Upcoming JOM Events



National Johnson 
O’Malley Association 

Conference

November 8-10, 2025

Denver, Colorado

Hyatt Regency Denver

SAVE THE 

DATE



https://padlet.com/indianeducation/2025-

arizona-jom-forum-xmo15huq4h1xbdq4

DIGITAL TOOL
Single Padlet link for ALL 

2025 forum meetings

Sharing in the chat is 

always an option

Click the link in the chat or 

scan the QR code
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https://wakelet.com/@NJOMAR1

Single Wakelet link for ALL 

JOM related items

Continuing to expand 

resources for all to use

Click the link in the chat or 

scan the QR code

DIGITAL TOOL

https://wakelet.com/@NJOMAR1


Networking 
Session



Community Share Out



01 02

NETWORKING 
BREAKOUT TOPICS

ADEWhite Mountain 

Apache Tribe

03

Sunnyside Unified 

School District



SEE YOU ON October 23, 2025
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