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Intended Audience

Objectives

This training is intended for School Food Authorities
(SFAs) and Community Organizations (COs) wishing to
serve meals in summer 2026. All regulations are specific
to operating the programs under the direction of HNS. 

We're switching this month's Staying on Track Webinar
up to review HNS guidance for summer 2026
applications. This webinar edition will:

TRAINING HOURS
Information to include when documenting
training completion:

Training Title: April Staying on Track
SUMMER EDITION

Length: 1 hour

Ensure vital information is understood
Allow HNS to provide detailed training on important
topics related to applying for summer meal service
Provide directors an opportunity to submit questions,
that ADE can expand on in later communications.



This training was developed by the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) Health and Nutrition Services
Division (HNS). The content in this training is intended for professionals operating one or more USDA Child
Nutrition Programs in Arizona under the direction of ADE. The information in this training is subject to
change. Attendees are encouraged to access professional development materials directly from the
training library to prevent use of outdated content. 

Disclaimer 



INTRODUCTION STAYING ON TRACK

Questions can be asked in the Q&A at
any time during the webinar.

Questions will not be answered live but
will instead be addressed in a follow-up
communication to ensure all operators
have access to the responses. 

If you require additional assistance
following HNS's communication, please
reach out to your HNS Specialist
through HelpDesk.

Questions



Agenda
Section 1: Review of Application and Eligibility Requirements

Section 2: SUN Meals To-Go

Section 3: SUN Bucks - Summer-EBT

Section 4: Nutrition Promotion during Summer Meal Service



Section 1 
Review of
Application and
Eligibility
Requirements



HNS Summer Meal Memorandums and
Guidance

SECTION 1

Application requirements and deadlines for the SFSP,
including details on demonstrating financial viability,
administrative capability, and program accountability.
Reminds SFAs of their eligibility to apply for SSO, or to
extend the NSLP for any school that is hosting academic
summer school.

Includes a comprehensive Q&A on Deadlines and
Reminders, Site Types and Eligibility, and Academic
Summer School.

HNS 03-2026: APPLICATION FOR SUMMER MEAL PROGRAMS

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide SFAs and
COs the following information:

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/Memorandum%20HNS%2003-2026.pdf


The purpose of this guide is to provide
SFAs and COs a general overview of the
Summer Food Service Program (SFSP).
This manual covers participating in SFSP,
applying to SFSP, administering SFSP,
and operating SFSP meal service.
Included is also a list of definitions and
prototype forms. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE SUMMER FOOD
SERVICE PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION GUIDE

HNS Summer Meal Guidance

SECTION 1 APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/05/SFSP%20Administration%20Guide.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/05/SFSP%20Administration%20Guide.pdf


SUMMER FEEDING OPTIONS
FOR SCHOOLS

Summer Feeding Option for Schools
Seamless Summer Option (SSO)
Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) 
Extended School Lunch and Breakfast (NSLP/SBP)

Summer Feeding
Options Overview 

SECTION 1

Summer Feeding Options for Community
Organizations (COs)

Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)

Additional Summer Feeding Options for the Children
SUN Bucks, or the Summer Electronic Benefit
Transfer Program (Summer-EBT) adds an
additional supplement to the summer meals
programs by providing grocery-buying benefits to
low-income families with school-aged children
when schools are closed for the summer. 

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/forms
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/Fact%20Sheet%20Summer%20Feeding%20Options%20for%20Schools.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/Fact%20Sheet%20Summer%20Feeding%20Options%20for%20Schools.pdf


SECTION 1

Summer Feeding Options

For SFAs participating in NSLP/SBP

SEAMLESS SUMMER OPTION (SSO)

Requires submission and approval of a CNPWeb
site/sponsor application 

Serves meals free of charge to children, including
teenagers through age 18, under the school meal
program rules

Meals must follow the NSLP regulations and
guidelines

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

Meals served may not be
claimed without an approved
application

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/Fact%20Sheet%20Summer%20Feeding%20Options%20for%20Schools.pdf


SECTION 1

Summer Feeding Options
Ideal for sponsoring enrichment, recreational, or activity programs over the summer for SFAs or
Community Organizations.

SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM (SFSP)

Brand new sponsors may be required to complete a pre-appoval visit prior to beginning operations.
Please reach out to your assigned specialist via HelpDesk for more information.

Reimburses sponsors for free meals served to children, including teenagers through age 18, at
approved meal sites in low-income areas.

*SFAs in good standing that have not experienced operational problems, will not be required to
submit a management plan for SFSP, however, ADE may request additional evidence of
administrative capability sufficient to ensure the SFA can comply with the performance standards for
the SFSP

Requires submission/approval of a management plan*, budget**, and a CNPWeb site/sponsor
application.

**SFAs in good standing that have not experienced operational problems, will not be required to
submit a budget for SFSP, however, ADE may request additional evidence of financial viability
sufficient to ensure the SFA can comply with the performance standards for the SFSP

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

Meals served may not be
claimed without an approved
application

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/Fact%20Sheet%20Summer%20Feeding%20Options%20for%20Schools.pdf


SECTION 1

Summer Feeding Options

Available for any school that is hosting an academic
summer school.
Academic summer schools that intend to serve meals
only to enrolled students follow the same rules and
claiming procedures for free, reduced-price, and paid
meals that they follow during the regular school year.
This option is for credit only. Summer enrichment or
studying does not qualify to extend the NSLP/SBP.

EXTENDED SCHOOL LUNCH AND BREAKFAST (NSLP/SBP)

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

Meals served may not be
claimed without an approved
application

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/Fact%20Sheet%20Summer%20Feeding%20Options%20for%20Schools.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/forms


SECTION 1

Seamless Summer
Option (SSO)

Summer Food Service
Program (SFSP)

MEALS SERVED AND CLAIMED FREE MEALS SERVED AND CLAIMED FREE

Allowable Site Types
Open - Serve all children 

Must be Area Eligible
Restricted Open - Serve all children up to capacity

Must be Area Eligible
Closed - Serve only enrolled children

Must be either Area Eligible or 50% of enrolled
children must be Free or Reduced-Price Eligible

Allowable Site Types
Open - Serve all children  

Must be Area Eligible
Restricted Open - Serve all children up to capacity

Must be Area Eligible
Closed - Serve only enrolled children

Must be either Area Eligible or 50% of enrolled
children must be Free or Reduced-Price Eligible

EXTENDED NSLP
Extending school meals does not require summer site eligibility, therefore no area

eligibility is required. Serve and claim meals by free, reduced-price, and paid eligibility.  

Only available for SFAs. Higher reimbursement rates with specific application
and monitoring requirements, and a simplified meal
pattern.

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS



Meal Patterns

SFSP NSLP/SBP
Seamless Summer

Option

Meal Pattern must meet
7 CFR 225.16(d)

standards, though
School Food Authorities

may substitute
NSLP/SBP meal

patterns.

Must meet
requirements for

NSLP in 7 CFR 210.10;
or SBP in 7 CFR

220.8.

Same as NSLP/SBP* 

*Additional flexibilities
granted in specific
circumstances; Refer to
policy memo SP-39-2014

SECTION 1

Summer Feeding Options for Schools

SFAs who operate the NSLP during
the school year have the option to
continue serving meals that follow the
NSLP meal pattern OR the SFSP meal
pattern. Operators must select which
meal pattern they are choosing to
follow in their sponsor application. The
meal pattern selected in the approved
application is the meal pattern that
must be adhered to at all operating
sites. COs do not have an option and
must follow the SFSP meal pattern.

MEAL PATTERNS

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

For further guidance review the Questions and Answers for the
National School Lunch Program’s Seamless Summer Option

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II/subchapter-A/part-225/subpart-C/section-225.16
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II/subchapter-A/part-210/subpart-C/section-210.10
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II/subchapter-A/part-210/subpart-C/section-210.10
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II/subchapter-A/part-220/section-220.8
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II/subchapter-A/part-220/section-220.8
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/Fact%20Sheet%20Summer%20Feeding%20Options%20for%20Schools.pdf
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/2017-edition-questions-and-answers-national-school-lunch-programs-seamless-summer-option
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/2017-edition-questions-and-answers-national-school-lunch-programs-seamless-summer-option


Meal Patterns

SFSP NSLP/SBP Seamless Summer Option

Daily requirements for
components

Weekly requirements for
components and vegetable

subgroups must be met
Same as NSLP/SBP* 

Combines fruits and vegetables
into one component

Fruits and vegetables are considered
separate components.

Two milk varieties must be offered at
meal service.

80% of grains offered must qualify as
whole grain-rich.

*Additional flexibilities granted in
specific circumstances; Refer to
policy memo SP-39-2014

SECTION 1

Summer Feeding Options for Schools
MEAL PATTERNS

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/Fact%20Sheet%20Summer%20Feeding%20Options%20for%20Schools.pdf


Eligibility Requirements

SECTION 1 APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS



Summer Feeding Site
Eligibility

SECTION 1

SUMMER MEAL SERVICE SITE
ELIGIBILITY

Sponsors may operate summer meal service at
one or more sites as long as the site and meal
services have been approved by ADE prior to the
start of the site operation. 

SITE ELIGIBILITY AND OPERATING REQUIREMENTS

Eligibility requirements vary based on type of site
administering summer meals.

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

Operators may not begin until the application is
approved.

https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/forms
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/03/Summer%20Meal%20Service%20Site%20Eligibility.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/03/Summer%20Meal%20Service%20Site%20Eligibility.pdf


SECTION 1

Area Eligibility
DETERMINING AREA ELIGIBILITY 

Sites may use any of the following to qualify for participation: 

As part of the application, the sponsor must certify the eligibility of each site it proposes to operate.
Current-year school data may be used to establish area eligibility for the SFSP and SSO, excluding camps.
For a site to be determined area eligible, school data must indicate that the proposed meal site is located
in the attendance area of an elementary, middle, or high school where at least 50 percent of the children
are eligible for free or reduced-price school meals. 

School data (Free and Reduced-Price Percentage Report)

If census data or school data does not support area eligibility, closed-enrolled sites may collect income
applications for the enrolled students. If 50% or more of the enrolled students are free or reduced eligible
the site may use this data to be considered eligible.

Participant income application data
Census data (CACFP and SFSP Area Eligibility Mapper)

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTY3NzA5NjA3MHw4S05NVHducGhTUVB1V0piTUxwSkVmQTduVjdSdWhKUzcxNXIzU0pFNUZhZzhOOFR3WW03bUY3WXBKWlJBQUdLdVFxMW5sRE5odFhIRk1keVI4ejNSaDJCdnVPU09uelR1YmRHSEpYaHBrQW5IN3h0TDNQTEZrNFBqYXNDVnBGS3VyaFFRQVNPNXVOblRGbXYwX1cyMWNOVnVPSkwwRWh4ekUxZzJSOGlObkE3RzAtTWFiUjQtVzRuWXVZc0xUWUc3dlhTXzZhVU1nTW53YnZhMGVybVREZnZqYjFvT1k0T1lpc0hPaDBKWVlaaTVVQ1hjLWFsWkRzQTF1VDhYbGpSZk5ZNmw4dkNLWUNCMXMyMGphaHB0VjBaYzJXNFBRVDdiOTVDRmJDZEhQNjdPNTV1SEZEQllOVE55ZnVVWkFJZHhQUHBPbTk4WkExd3y4vkdfnnY341wzl7THPjIoLrWnPFQ_eah0lusxE7Ha3Q==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTY3NzA5NjA3MHw4S05NVHducGhTUVB1V0piTUxwSkVmQTduVjdSdWhKUzcxNXIzU0pFNUZhZzhOOFR3WW03bUY3WXBKWlJBQUdLdVFxMW5sRE5odFhIRk1keVI4ejNSaDJCdnVPU09uelR1YmRHSEpYaHBrQW5IN3h0TDNQTEZrNFBqYXNDVnBGS3VyaFFRQVNPNXVOblRGbXYwX1cyMWNOVnVPSkwwRWh4ekUxZzJSOGlObkE3RzAtTWFiUjQtVzRuWXVZc0xUWUc3dlhTXzZhVU1nTW53YnZhMGVybVREZnZqYjFvT1k0T1lpc0hPaDBKWVlaaTVVQ1hjLWFsWkRzQTF1VDhYbGpSZk5ZNmw4dkNLWUNCMXMyMGphaHB0VjBaYzJXNFBRVDdiOTVDRmJDZEhQNjdPNTV1SEZEQllOVE55ZnVVWkFJZHhQUHBPbTk4WkExd3y4vkdfnnY341wzl7THPjIoLrWnPFQ_eah0lusxE7Ha3Q==
https://www.azed.gov/hns/frp
https://www.fns.usda.gov/area-eligibility


SECTION 1

Area Eligibility
DURATION OF AREA ELIGIBILITY

In an effort to provide consistent administration across child nutrition programs, sponsors of sites
determined to be area eligible based upon school, census, CEP, and other approved alternative data
sources, such as public housing data, are only required to submit documentation every 5 years. 

As such, area eligibility determinations made using school or census data must be re-determined every
five years. 

School data from 2021-2022 through 2025-2026 may be used for eligibility determinations.
Summer feeding sites previously determined as eligible in or after SY 2021-22 continue to be eligible
under the five-year eligibility rule. 

Sponsors using additional types of data sources, including migrant certification and household
applications, must document site eligibility annually. 

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS



SECTION 1

Summer Feeding Site Eligibility
SITE ELIGIBILITY AND OPERATING REQUIREMENTS

Open Sites: 
Meals are made available to all children in the area. 
Schools participating as an open site that are offering academic summer school are required to be
open to the community. 
All children eat free in communities where at least 50% of the children are eligible for free/reduced-
price school meals. 

School or census data may be used to determine eligibility. 
Open sites operate on a first-come, first-served basis to all children 18 and under at an eligible
location.
Meals are reimbursed at the appropriate free rate for all participating children.
Reference Summer Meal Service Site Eligibility Sheet.

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/03/Summer%20Meal%20Service%20Site%20Eligibility.pdf


SECTION 1

Summer Feeding Site Eligibility
SITE ELIGIBILITY AND OPERATING REQUIREMENTS 

Restricted Open Sites: 
Operates much like an open site, but there is a need to restrict or limit meal participation for
reasons of space, security, safety, or control.

All children eat free in communities where at least 50% of the children are eligible for free/reduced-
price school meals.

School or census data may be used to determine eligibility

Sponsors must make it publicly known that the site offers free meals to children, but it will be
limited for the reasons noted above.

Restricted open sites operate on a first-come, first-served basis to all children 18 and under at an
eligible location.

Meals are reimbursed at the appropriate free rate for all participating children.

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTY3NzA5NjA3MHw4S05NVHducGhTUVB1V0piTUxwSkVmQTduVjdSdWhKUzcxNXIzU0pFNUZhZzhOOFR3WW03bUY3WXBKWlJBQUdLdVFxMW5sRE5odFhIRk1keVI4ejNSaDJCdnVPU09uelR1YmRHSEpYaHBrQW5IN3h0TDNQTEZrNFBqYXNDVnBGS3VyaFFRQVNPNXVOblRGbXYwX1cyMWNOVnVPSkwwRWh4ekUxZzJSOGlObkE3RzAtTWFiUjQtVzRuWXVZc0xUWUc3dlhTXzZhVU1nTW53YnZhMGVybVREZnZqYjFvT1k0T1lpc0hPaDBKWVlaaTVVQ1hjLWFsWkRzQTF1VDhYbGpSZk5ZNmw4dkNLWUNCMXMyMGphaHB0VjBaYzJXNFBRVDdiOTVDRmJDZEhQNjdPNTV1SEZEQllOVE55ZnVVWkFJZHhQUHBPbTk4WkExd3y4vkdfnnY341wzl7THPjIoLrWnPFQ_eah0lusxE7Ha3Q==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTY3NzA5NjA3MHw4S05NVHducGhTUVB1V0piTUxwSkVmQTduVjdSdWhKUzcxNXIzU0pFNUZhZzhOOFR3WW03bUY3WXBKWlJBQUdLdVFxMW5sRE5odFhIRk1keVI4ejNSaDJCdnVPU09uelR1YmRHSEpYaHBrQW5IN3h0TDNQTEZrNFBqYXNDVnBGS3VyaFFRQVNPNXVOblRGbXYwX1cyMWNOVnVPSkwwRWh4ekUxZzJSOGlObkE3RzAtTWFiUjQtVzRuWXVZc0xUWUc3dlhTXzZhVU1nTW53YnZhMGVybVREZnZqYjFvT1k0T1lpc0hPaDBKWVlaaTVVQ1hjLWFsWkRzQTF1VDhYbGpSZk5ZNmw4dkNLWUNCMXMyMGphaHB0VjBaYzJXNFBRVDdiOTVDRmJDZEhQNjdPNTV1SEZEQllOVE55ZnVVWkFJZHhQUHBPbTk4WkExd3y4vkdfnnY341wzl7THPjIoLrWnPFQ_eah0lusxE7Ha3Q==


SECTION 1

Summer Feeding Site Eligibility
SITE ELIGIBILITY AND OPERATING REQUIREMENTS 

Closed Enrolled Sites: 

Meals are made available to only the enrolled group of children attending the site, as opposed
to the community at large. This site type may be selected when the site is unable to
accommodate additional children from the community.
Meals are reimbursed for all participating children at the appropriate free rates when: 

at least 50 percent of the children enrolled at the site are approved for free or reduced-price
school meals; or
documentation indicates that the site is located within the geographical boundaries of a
school attendance area with at least 50 percent of its children approved for free or reduced-
price school meals.

Closed enrolled sites only serve an identified group of children through age 18 who are
participating in a specific program or activity. 

Summer school is not considered a closed enrolled site under the SFSP or SSO. 

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTY3NzA5NjA3MHw4S05NVHducGhTUVB1V0piTUxwSkVmQTduVjdSdWhKUzcxNXIzU0pFNUZhZzhOOFR3WW03bUY3WXBKWlJBQUdLdVFxMW5sRE5odFhIRk1keVI4ejNSaDJCdnVPU09uelR1YmRHSEpYaHBrQW5IN3h0TDNQTEZrNFBqYXNDVnBGS3VyaFFRQVNPNXVOblRGbXYwX1cyMWNOVnVPSkwwRWh4ekUxZzJSOGlObkE3RzAtTWFiUjQtVzRuWXVZc0xUWUc3dlhTXzZhVU1nTW53YnZhMGVybVREZnZqYjFvT1k0T1lpc0hPaDBKWVlaaTVVQ1hjLWFsWkRzQTF1VDhYbGpSZk5ZNmw4dkNLWUNCMXMyMGphaHB0VjBaYzJXNFBRVDdiOTVDRmJDZEhQNjdPNTV1SEZEQllOVE55ZnVVWkFJZHhQUHBPbTk4WkExd3y4vkdfnnY341wzl7THPjIoLrWnPFQ_eah0lusxE7Ha3Q==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTY3NzA5NjA3MHw4S05NVHducGhTUVB1V0piTUxwSkVmQTduVjdSdWhKUzcxNXIzU0pFNUZhZzhOOFR3WW03bUY3WXBKWlJBQUdLdVFxMW5sRE5odFhIRk1keVI4ejNSaDJCdnVPU09uelR1YmRHSEpYaHBrQW5IN3h0TDNQTEZrNFBqYXNDVnBGS3VyaFFRQVNPNXVOblRGbXYwX1cyMWNOVnVPSkwwRWh4ekUxZzJSOGlObkE3RzAtTWFiUjQtVzRuWXVZc0xUWUc3dlhTXzZhVU1nTW53YnZhMGVybVREZnZqYjFvT1k0T1lpc0hPaDBKWVlaaTVVQ1hjLWFsWkRzQTF1VDhYbGpSZk5ZNmw4dkNLWUNCMXMyMGphaHB0VjBaYzJXNFBRVDdiOTVDRmJDZEhQNjdPNTV1SEZEQllOVE55ZnVVWkFJZHhQUHBPbTk4WkExd3y4vkdfnnY341wzl7THPjIoLrWnPFQ_eah0lusxE7Ha3Q==


Summer Feeding Site Eligibility

SECTION 1

Please note, a closed enrolled site that does not meet one of the previous criteria is not
eligible to participate unless it is qualified to participate as a day camp. Camps are not
required to establish area eligibility; however, they must collect and maintain individual
income eligibility forms and can only be reimbursed for meals offered to enrolled children
who meet the free and reduced-price eligibility standards.

Closed Enrolled Sites: 

SITE ELIGIBILITY AND OPERATING REQUIREMENTS 

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTY3NzA5NjA3MHw4S05NVHducGhTUVB1V0piTUxwSkVmQTduVjdSdWhKUzcxNXIzU0pFNUZhZzhOOFR3WW03bUY3WXBKWlJBQUdLdVFxMW5sRE5odFhIRk1keVI4ejNSaDJCdnVPU09uelR1YmRHSEpYaHBrQW5IN3h0TDNQTEZrNFBqYXNDVnBGS3VyaFFRQVNPNXVOblRGbXYwX1cyMWNOVnVPSkwwRWh4ekUxZzJSOGlObkE3RzAtTWFiUjQtVzRuWXVZc0xUWUc3dlhTXzZhVU1nTW53YnZhMGVybVREZnZqYjFvT1k0T1lpc0hPaDBKWVlaaTVVQ1hjLWFsWkRzQTF1VDhYbGpSZk5ZNmw4dkNLWUNCMXMyMGphaHB0VjBaYzJXNFBRVDdiOTVDRmJDZEhQNjdPNTV1SEZEQllOVE55ZnVVWkFJZHhQUHBPbTk4WkExd3y4vkdfnnY341wzl7THPjIoLrWnPFQ_eah0lusxE7Ha3Q==
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTY3NzA5NjA3MHw4S05NVHducGhTUVB1V0piTUxwSkVmQTduVjdSdWhKUzcxNXIzU0pFNUZhZzhOOFR3WW03bUY3WXBKWlJBQUdLdVFxMW5sRE5odFhIRk1keVI4ejNSaDJCdnVPU09uelR1YmRHSEpYaHBrQW5IN3h0TDNQTEZrNFBqYXNDVnBGS3VyaFFRQVNPNXVOblRGbXYwX1cyMWNOVnVPSkwwRWh4ekUxZzJSOGlObkE3RzAtTWFiUjQtVzRuWXVZc0xUWUc3dlhTXzZhVU1nTW53YnZhMGVybVREZnZqYjFvT1k0T1lpc0hPaDBKWVlaaTVVQ1hjLWFsWkRzQTF1VDhYbGpSZk5ZNmw4dkNLWUNCMXMyMGphaHB0VjBaYzJXNFBRVDdiOTVDRmJDZEhQNjdPNTV1SEZEQllOVE55ZnVVWkFJZHhQUHBPbTk4WkExd3y4vkdfnnY341wzl7THPjIoLrWnPFQ_eah0lusxE7Ha3Q==


SECTION 1

Site Eligibility
SITE PLANNING TOOL

Arizona Department of HealthServices (ADHS)
has provided the Arizona Summer Food Service
Site Planner.  This tool can be used by Operators
to evaluate possible site locations using the data
layer that shows the 2-mile rural buffer zone. Sites
cannot be located in close enough proximity that
each site could serve the same children the same
meals.

Please view the User Guide on the fourth tab of
this resource for instruction. 

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/forms
https://adhsgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/412b8cbb0127411da16edbc61f85641d
https://adhsgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/412b8cbb0127411da16edbc61f85641d


Application Requirements

SECTION 1 APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS



SECTION 1

Applying for Summer Feeding for SFAs
CHOOSE THE FEEDING OPTION THAT WORKS BEST FOR YOUR ORGANIZATION

Seamless Summer Option (SSO) - SFAs only
Requires submission and approval of a CNPWeb site/sponsor application 

Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) 
Requires submission/approval of a management plan*, budget**, and a CNPWeb site/sponsor
application

*Unless eligible for modified application requirements
**Unless the SFA has submitted an Annual Financial Report (AFR)

Extended School Lunch and Breakfast (NSLP/SBP) - SFAs only
Available for any school that is hosting an academic summer school, requires extending
CNPWeb NSLP application operational dates

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS



Site and Area Eligibility Determination
MUST BE PROVIDED WITH APPLICATION

Qualifying documentation must be submitted with all application documentation. 

This can be documented with the following:
School data (Free and Reduced-Price Percentage Report)
Participant income application data
Census data (CACFP and SFSP Area Eligibility Mapper)

For additional information on area eligibility reference SP 08-2017: Area Eligibility in Child Nutrition
Programs.

SECTION 1 APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

https://www.azed.gov/hns/frp
https://www.fns.usda.gov/area-eligibility
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/04/sp-08-cacfp-04-sfsp-03-2017.pdf?id=58ee3f8d6f53b7148090fb00


SECTION 1

SFAs and new or returning COs applying to be a sponsor of SFSP must have all application
requirements submitted to HNS by May 30, 2026. The following must be submitted by the May
30, 2026 deadline to be a complete application:

Management Plan
Budget
CNPWeb Site and Sponsor Applications
Any applications received after May 30, 2026, will not be considered for SFSP sponsorship
but may be considered as an SFSP site

Applying for SFSP for SFAs and COs
APPLYING TO BE A SPONSOR IN SUMMER 2026

Prospective COs applying to operate for the first time must complete the pre-approval process
and enter into an agreement with ADE. Entities will achieve this through the SFSP Prospective
Entity Form. 

All applications must be submitted and approved by HNS before meal service begins. 

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

https://www.azed.gov/hns/sfsp-prospective-entity-form-community-organizations
https://www.azed.gov/hns/sfsp-prospective-entity-form-community-organizations
https://www.azed.gov/hns/sfsp-prospective-entity-form-community-organizations


SECTION 1

All organizations applying to operate the SFSP must demonstrate to HNS, compliance with the
performance standards for Financial Viability, Administrative Capability, and Program Accountability. This
is done through the submission of a management plan*, budget*, and any additional documentation
needed to evaluate an applicant’s ability and resources to operate the Program. 

*Operators in good standing may have a modified requirement in demonstrating compliance with
performance standards. 

Applying for SFSP
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

Good standing has been defined as the status of a program operator
that meets its Program responsibilities, is current with its financial
obligations, and, if applicable, has fully implemented all corrective
actions within the required period of time. Reference SFSP 03-2024 for
codified definitions.

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/01/Memorandum%20SFSP%2003-2024%20SP05-2024.pdf


Modified SFSP Application Requirements
SCHOOL FOOD AUTHORITIES (SFA): 

SFAs applying for SFSP that successfully operate the
NSLP may consider this sufficient evidence of
compliance with administrative capability and financial
viability. 

SFAs in good standing that have not experienced
operational problems, will not be required to submit a
management plan, however, HNS may request
additional evidence of administrative capability
sufficient to ensure the SFA can comply with the
performance standards for the SFSP. 
SFAs must also submit an Annual Financial Report
(AFR) to ADE to be considered in good standing and
will be exempt from submitting a budget if financial
viability is evident through the Food Service AFR. 

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS (CO): 

Child and Adult Care Food Program
(CACFP) Institutions are required to
demonstrate compliance with financial
viability, administrative capability, and
program accountability; therefore, COs
will be required to submit a management
plan and budget for SFSP participation. 

SECTION 1 APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS



SECTION 1

Applying to Extend NSLP/SBP
OPERATING NSLP IN SUMMER MONTHS

SFAs may choose to operate NSLP and claim reimbursement for meals (lunches under NSLP
and breakfasts under the School Breakfast Program) served during the summer months to
children enrolled in summer school. USDA defines summer school as an integral part of the
curriculum or an extension of the local educational program. This will require an extension of
the end date in the NSLP site application in CNPWeb.

Afterschool Care Snack Program - SFAs also have the option to operate the Afterschool Care
Snack Program through NSLP to provide snacks served in afterschool care programs used for
children on days attending summer school.

At-Risk Afterschool Meals - may only be operated during the academic school year when school
is in session. At-Risk Afterschool Meals cannot be operated during the summer months under
any circumstance.

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS



Adding New Sites
ELECTRONICALLY-HELP DESK

Go to https://helpdeskexternal.azed.gov/home
Click on "Request a Service"
Select "Health and Nutrition Services"
Click on "HNS Add/Change/Delete Form" 

This submits an Add/Change/Delete HelpDesk ticket to add sites to CNPWeb, change addresses or
names of entities, or delete sites from CNPWeb.

A copy of the site eligibility documentation
Non-Associated Site Agreement (if applicable)
Pre-Operational Site Visit Form (if applicable)

These documents must be submitted to HelpDesk.

TO COMPLETE NEW SITE APPROVAL THE FOLLOWING MUST ALSO BE SUBMITTED:

SECTION 1 APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

https://helpdeskexternal.azed.gov/home
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/01/Non-associated%20site%20agreement-updated%20fillable.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/01/Preoperational%20site%20visit%20updated%20fillable.pdf


SECTION 1

Summary: Steps to Apply for Summer Meals
CHOOSE PROGRAM

SFSP, SSO, Extend NSLP

CHOOSE SITE TYPE
Open, Open-Restricted, Closed (SFSP, SSO), Rural Non-Congregate

School Data, Census Data, Participant Income Data (SFSP, SSO) 
DOCUMENT AREA ELIGIBILITY

Arizona Summer Food Service Site Planner (SFSP, SSO) 
DOCUMENT SITE ELIGIBILITY

SFSP Prospective Entity Form (Brand New, Prospective COs only)
CNPWeb Site and Sponsor Applications
CNP Management Plan and Budget (SFSP only)

APPLY

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

https://www.azed.gov/hns/sfsp-prospective-entity-form-community-organizations
https://www.azed.gov/hns/sfsp-prospective-entity-form-community-organizations


Operational Requirements

SECTION 1 APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS



Promote Summer
Meals
SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM
2026 CAMPAIGN MATERIALS

The Summer Meals promotional brand will help your
community identify that your site is serving summer
meals. 

Check out the Summer Food Service Program
Promotional Starter Kit! 

Operators may request SFSP physical materials such
as large banners, posters, and stickers, and have
these items mailed directly. Please fill out the SFSP
Toolkit Order Form to request these materials by
April 21, 2026.

SECTION 1 APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/forms
https://www.azhealthzone.org/summerfoodtoolkit/print-materials/
https://forms.office.com/r/p66fftLCRD
https://forms.office.com/r/p66fftLCRD


It is mandatory that SFSP operators inform eligible families of the availability and location of free meals for
students when the regular school year ends. Operators must submit a public/media release to a local media
source serving the area from which the sites draw attendance. The statement must indicate: 

Summer feeding program participation
Participating sites
Dates
Times
Locations
Name of media outlet

Outreach
REQUIREMENT

SFAs must inform families of the availability and location of free summer meals when school is not in
session even if the school is not operating summer feeding. 

Examples of this could include customization of the Summer SFA Letter to Parents and Guardians to
help promote summer feeding or including the link to AZ Health Zone Summer Meals Site Finder on
materials viewed by parents such as May menus, the school webpage or a flyer in the front office. 

SECTION 1 APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/02/2020%20Policy%20Statement-Media%20Release%20for%20Open%20Sites.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/05/UPDATED%20sfa-letter-to-parentsguardians_template.pdf
https://www.azhealthzone.org/freesummermeals/


SECTION 1

And Justice for all Poster
UPDATING AND DISPLAY REQUIREMENTS

In accordance with the recent guidance from the USDA
regarding Civil Rights (FNS-113), HNS will not issue findings
related to the display or updating of the “And Justice for All”
poster during monitoring visits at this time.

Sponsors should continue to ensure the poster is
prominently displayed and current. Once USDA releases
updated posters or additional direction, this will be a
required posting.

This guidance is subject to change at any time. Please stay
informed through HNS communications to monitor any
updates to the requirements for the "Justice for All" posters.

APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS



HNS is required to review: 
new operators at least once during the first year of
operation; 
operators with significant operational issues the previous
year; 

Inaccurate meal counts and claim consolidation
Significant or repeated meal pattern violations
resulting in meals being disallowed
Discrepancies in applications involving participating
sites and site mealtimes

all operators once every three years; and 
operators that were previously terminated and have
reapplied. 

SFSP State Agency
Monitoring

Seamless Summer Option (SSO) reviews will be
conducted summer following the sponsor’s school
year administrative review.

SECTION 1 APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS



State agencies must review a minimum
number of sites depending on the size of the
sponsoring entity. 

For a complete overview of the SFSP review,
check out the: 

SFSP State Agency
Monitoring

Entities with 2-10 sites that operate both
congregate and non-congregate SFSP meal
service will receive two site reviews. Single-site
entities operating congregate and non-
congregate meal service will receive only one
SFSP site review.

What to Expect: Summer Food Service
Program Administrative Review

SECTION 1 APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/05/What%20to%20Expect%20of%20the%20SFSP%20Administrative%20Review.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/05/What%20to%20Expect%20of%20the%20SFSP%20Administrative%20Review.pdf


Sponsoring entities must conduct the following visits
for new sites, sites that experienced operational
problems the previous year, and existing sites that
are new to non-congregate meal service:

SFSP Site Monitoring
Requirements EXISTING SITES-SFSP

Conduct a full site review at each site at least
once during the first four weeks of Program
operations 

Site Review Form

SSO Sites - review each site at least once
during operation. 

If conducted within the first two weeks of operation, the Initial Site Visit and Site
Review may be combined and only the Site Review Form would need to be
completed per regulations at (7 CFR 225.15(d)(4)).

Pre-Operational Site Visit
Initial Site Visit
Site Review

SECTION 1 APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/01/Site%20Review%20Form%20Updated%20Fillable.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/01/Preoperational%20site%20visit%20updated%20fillable.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/03/Initial%20Site%20Visit%20Form.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/01/Site%20Review%20Form%20Updated%20Fillable.pdf


Professional Development
SUMMER TRAINING
Training is required only for new organizations who intend to be an SFSP Sponsor in Summer 2026.
Training will be completed during the prospective entity process. 

Orientation for Sponsoring Organizations: SFSP
Civil Rights Compliance for Child Nutrition Program Operators

Sponsoring organizations are required to provide training for their administrative and site personnel and
must not allow a site to operate until personnel have attended training that covers the purpose of the SFSP,
site eligibility, recordkeeping, site operations, meal pattern requirements, and the duties of a monitor. 
HNS encourages all new or returning operators to review the online training and register for summer
webinars! 

Staying on Track Monthly Webinar Series - occurs on the first Tuesday of every month 
Summer upLIFT webinars - occurs on the third Tuesday of every month
What You Need to Know about Data & Access to Sun Bucks Benefits Webinar: Registration Link:
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11245
Summer Feeding Options for Schools Webinar: Registration Link:
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11110
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https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTY3NzA5NjA3MHw4S05NVHducGhTUVB1V0piTUxwSkVmQTduVjdSdWhKUzcxNXIzU0pFNUZhZzhOOFR3WW03bUY3WXBKWlJBQUdLdVFxMW5sRE5odFhIRk1keVI4ejNSaDJCdnVPU09uelR1YmRHSEpYaHBrQW5IN3h0TDNQTEZrNFBqYXNDVnBGS3VyaFFRQVNPNXVOblRGbXYwX1cyMWNOVnVPSkwwRWh4ekUxZzJSOGlObkE3RzAtTWFiUjQtVzRuWXVZc0xUWUc3dlhTXzZhVU1nTW53YnZhMGVybVREZnZqYjFvT1k0T1lpc0hPaDBKWVlaaTVVQ1hjLWFsWkRzQTF1VDhYbGpSZk5ZNmw4dkNLWUNCMXMyMGphaHB0VjBaYzJXNFBRVDdiOTVDRmJDZEhQNjdPNTV1SEZEQllOVE55ZnVVWkFJZHhQUHBPbTk4WkExd3y4vkdfnnY341wzl7THPjIoLrWnPFQ_eah0lusxE7Ha3Q==
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SFSP%20Orientation%20for%20Sponsoring%20Org_0.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2019/03/CNP%20CR%20training%202019%20version%20final.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/hns/sfsptraining
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/02/WEBINAR%20What%20you%20need%20to%20know%20about%20data%20and%20access%20to%20SUN%20Bucks%20benefits%20%20.pdf
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11245
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11110


Demonstration Project for Non-Congregate
Feeding for Outdoor Summer Sites
Experiencing Excessive Heat

Non-congregate meal service shall be permitted only on days when the National Weather Service has
issued a Heat Advisory, an Excessive Heat Warning, or an Excessive Heat Watch for the area in which
an approved outdoor meal site is located. 

OUTDOOR MEAL SITES WITHOUT TEMPERATURE CONTROLLED ALTERNATIVE SITES

Operators must notify the ADE HNS prior to the affected meal service by opting into the excessive heat
waiver in the CNPWeb application. 
SFSP and NSLP SSO sponsoring entities must complete the non-congregate feeding for outdoor
summer sites experiencing excessive heat waiver reporting survey. 
SFSP and NSLP SSO sponsoring entities will utilize the reporting form to report the use of non-
congregate feeding for outdoor summer sites experiencing excessive heat. The form will be used to
report the site(s), site address(es), date, and number of meals claimed that were taken off-site per each
site that is approved to participate.

SECTION 1 APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS



USDA Foods in Schools Program
USDA FOODS IN THE SUMMER

SFAs operating SSO or extended NSLP may use any remaining USDA Foods including DoD Fresh! 
SFAs operating SFSP will have access to additional SFSP entitlement through DoD Fresh from May until
September, and can use any remaining NSLP entitlement until June 30th. 

New operators may contact HNS when requesting access or a new site addition in FFAVORS.

Existing operators may order in FFAVORS for the sites operating SFSP through the end of summer or
until funds are gone. 

For assistance please email USDAFoods@azed.gov.
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https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTY3NzA5NjA3MHw4S05NVHducGhTUVB1V0piTUxwSkVmQTduVjdSdWhKUzcxNXIzU0pFNUZhZzhOOFR3WW03bUY3WXBKWlJBQUdLdVFxMW5sRE5odFhIRk1keVI4ejNSaDJCdnVPU09uelR1YmRHSEpYaHBrQW5IN3h0TDNQTEZrNFBqYXNDVnBGS3VyaFFRQVNPNXVOblRGbXYwX1cyMWNOVnVPSkwwRWh4ekUxZzJSOGlObkE3RzAtTWFiUjQtVzRuWXVZc0xUWUc3dlhTXzZhVU1nTW53YnZhMGVybVREZnZqYjFvT1k0T1lpc0hPaDBKWVlaaTVVQ1hjLWFsWkRzQTF1VDhYbGpSZk5ZNmw4dkNLWUNCMXMyMGphaHB0VjBaYzJXNFBRVDdiOTVDRmJDZEhQNjdPNTV1SEZEQllOVE55ZnVVWkFJZHhQUHBPbTk4WkExd3y4vkdfnnY341wzl7THPjIoLrWnPFQ_eah0lusxE7Ha3Q==
http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.0jZG60asxkoJfq9lqV-2FjI0ioWlxXTC7euIiGagRyyxn3uYVMtUD-2FbBZtc-2BmSaT51O2-2FuMW2dgHvJay2RdqWV9lE2fkzDl1fY6ysVP-2FVdhhfqh19QSIJG6WPf4-2F-2FXVVJqXIXRRSEx4evs1QTmtdGBobQJlZ2Th7whNf2XHKPfwHMIIanCo1dIU8szicvfmcTaVhdLMJjlLT5glFBXc6ruEAly7DcEttyyvlkWGj5RnozADWu0S6kG3BOBKtmKMv8vEAK7CO2Vm4W32XMuYaU5fW7pwjzdLEv8z6Sw0rCMm7EQD8rtEU4V0y4VfTXj2tW87wnxFWXhmHMZuqzQmkLta22hqFFTH6lBwMlgC-2Bj1unveIVPFFM4JLeKvwVxmBcIpY81naunw5ORe-2BytkzO95khx3UoQcYnl5qFyx5cNPJO5u0-2FGZKAi6RCGu69tsBf2qfLV9a43c-2FS7FDf00BYy8L1Aw9SQKmlmFWYrGaZZ9-2F8Djc-2FyRJ6ECyW9nFOdwvv5q0oqsSXU4LywBj3yI1nzNuTNlwSSYivfkwxjIl3HbpYhSabf8A9ReFXZpIJn1T62uCzJF5CsoeXa-2B1sAf9zqdqgbWzBKmsyTbnUlb2H0SAJTSps4Lc9EWBMYQKNSX8rzqE6dBi38xzktziqhIYrgmI2SjhjJMOk9UuKhmNI-2BxjbqLZg2UNl3DCZGL5G9lZTfc1lN1FUlrH4gXwm8GWEMAfbWVJ3LfyTFAKGv9p12jhls-3DVzqE_VhpTxxuXcu4PIle2t6fOTViIc7xgnzRrzLGo7kAjtoswzrp1YoMVSODCIuCqR01w7nGxiZXpoiaAa05ZkCoh1UyhHLlvi3HX2oz2oLHXZM-2FE4W-2FgR-2FxbOeoDjeF-2BtxlcGIprEWP-2BnEzdcYSNR-2BjIT3p7BEtatreVKgh3wJfvi-2FeRU4iyJdKvkvYbWEkW5ZYhnc-2BydBfHMWMabtwiErFX0kIeSOzCN1gz-2Frvg7kjZwHqaKPdPHlDSPoJ1q9J76TttnNy339JuGHwr1Xe3ctbhcpeUIm1ub2nYhYCRUzqZhWsNg0hHh1s3JMoJGFXEBVYGsmjVCTKFGYwExZsbtIKPFzBsorg6XQHAqwWFsUNgpGbvzlmChs6I0KTLARs3qzrptNJkFDbyDy9LREPBlhqgetzfWREuMLkVe-2BvYe7bB1yiXKoCuMzBx-2FTouFYJ7JU8UQQlAoni8NnMdp2YqBQllVnRJ8THfWwZrngt-2FTCX-2BNjUKEtlZonN13nnMz8hKSsWzNnZHlYQXvjFhYhv3Sokv191ValH3mgQKOyJUUt2UQvA5GylAxtMJL1ng-2F3Ja390jqKE2uesEAFXXTFJYpTYw6qzy-2FUkjElKJ9FBhSqe7T4VLl070WkDokk2Tf-2B99m4icbclnyreEj0Qc-2B8uDKgHNxrgS59G1sAQNOPGxo6sCTP5qYDMTsrS1R9ctWF7KoL-2BZWEckhKeXb3rLrz51jkyky86pL95M5zpkMJwuN2qbLZc6zKNzO2NZKAYrarGXFTkRdpA4Zb9HuQp4mixEnc89ooWJve8FUjFWt6tjLqbeV0yOwXJtetNkuUDbo3qK7Ogt74sAl0CTwgW9eO4PGCRxXJfzy7MyFjXHXgR82tyiLOA04-2F7ICBFmnXfl2DGBQ-2FhJCW2ieYGEn2mrkTQSgWny5fTdyKAOgAPMd-2FFRKIIL-2Fq-2B89HLI7SwAJCrrW9F9DRLVo-2FCnePYp5RxIIJnB-2BunFEuxevPOoPeBsQ6qAhxg7aATENsjT-2BZ8GgfTBS7Jvb-2BmS-2F7oUmkXrrq9XwZeK9b4KpoNdpfrGUcaKCUMi1Z-2F96wA-3D


Try it Local Through Try it Local, schools participating in
NSLP can be reimbursed for unprocessed or
minimally processed local or regional foods
purchased for school meal. Please submit for
reimbursement prior to June 30 , 2026.th

WHAT IS IT?

HOW DOES IT WORK?
Purchase minimally processed local or
regional foods to be used in school meals.
Submit invoice or receipt to HNS in
ADEConnect: CNP Supplemental Payments
Receive reimbursement for all qualifying
purchased food.

WHAT ABOUT SUMMER MEALS?
Seamless Summer Option (SSO) and
Extended NSLP operators may continue to be
reimbursed through the summer!

LOCAL FOOD FOR SCHOOLS IN THE SUMMER!

How to Receive Try it Local Funding for Eligible Food
Purchases

SECTION 1 APPLICATION, ELIGIBILITY, AND OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/12/How%20to%20Receive%20Try%20it%20Local%20Funding%20for%20Eligible%20Food%20Purchases.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/12/How%20to%20Receive%20Try%20it%20Local%20Funding%20for%20Eligible%20Food%20Purchases.pdf


TASTE

TEACH

CONNECT

Taste AZ Promotion
TRY IT LOCAL WITH THESE MONTHLY
HIGHLIGHTS 

This promotion showcases Arizona's very
own locally grown produce and available
food options.

WHAT IS IT?

HOW DOES IT WORK?
Each month, HNS highlights a locally sourced
food that is easily available by providing an
informative resource. This includes fun facts,
availability timelines, and unique recipes. For
April, the spotlight is on BEANS!

WHY TASTE AZ?
HNS is thrilled to facilitate connections
between SFAs and the farmers and producers
who can incorporate these Arizona foods into
school meals! This promotion will draw
parallels to the Summer Farm Fresh Challenge
and will include the logos for Taste, Teach,
and/or Connect when the information
complements the challenge criteria.
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https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/TASTE%20AZ%20-%20April%202026.pdf


Training Webinar
SUMMER FEEDING OPTIONS FOR SCHOOLS

SUMMER FEEDING OPTIONS
FOR SCHOOLS

1:30 pm, 04/16/2026
Location: virtual
Registration Link:
https://azed.geniussis.com/Regi
stration.aspx?aid=11110

Registration is also available in
the ADE Professional Learning
and Development (APLD). 

For more information, operators are encouraged to
register for HNS’ Summer Feeding Options for Schools
Webinar. 

HNS will host this webinar on April 16, 2026 and provide a
comprehensive overview on understanding congregate
and rural non‑congregate summer feeding models, plus
we will have guest speakers from the field that have
applied key requirements and best practices for operating
rural non‑congregate and traditional congregate
programs.
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https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11110
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11110
https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275
https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275


Resource Recap
LIST OF RESOURCES FOR APPLICATION AND ELIGIBILITY

Guides and Mappers:
HNS 03-2026
Introduction to the Summer Food Service
Program Administration Guide
Summer Feeding Options for Schools
Summer Meal Service Site Eligibility
Free and Reduced-Price Percentage Report
CACFP and SFSP Area Eligibility Mapper
Arizona Summer Food Service Site Planner

Forms: 
Non-Associated Site Agreement 
Pre-Operational Site Visit
Initial Site Visit
Site Review
SFSP Prospective Entity Form
Public/media release

Training: 
Orientation for Sponsoring Organizations: SFSP
Civil Rights Compliance for Child Nutrition Program
Operators
What You Need to Know about Data & Access to Sun
Bucks Benefits
What to Expect: Summer Food Service Program
Administrative Review 
How to Receive Try it Local Funding for Eligible Food
Purchases

Promotional Materials:
Summer Food Kick-Off Toolkit!
Promotional Toolkit Materials
Summer SFA Letter to Parents and Guardians
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https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/03/HNS%2003-2025%20Summer%20Application.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/05/SFSP%20Administration%20Guide.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/05/SFSP%20Administration%20Guide.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/Fact%20Sheet%20Summer%20Feeding%20Options%20for%20Schools.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/03/Summer%20Meal%20Service%20Site%20Eligibility.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/hns/frp
https://www.fns.usda.gov/area-eligibility
https://adhsgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/412b8cbb0127411da16edbc61f85641d
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/01/Non-associated%20site%20agreement-updated%20fillable.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/01/Preoperational%20site%20visit%20updated%20fillable.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/03/Initial%20Site%20Visit%20Form.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/01/Site%20Review%20Form%20Updated%20Fillable.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/hns/sfsp-prospective-entity-form-community-organizations
https://www.azed.gov/hns/sfsp-prospective-entity-form-community-organizations
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/04/SFSP%20Orientation%20for%20Sponsoring%20Org_0.pdf
https://share.articulate.com/6cvCt-5PKmGRasgL7JCYq
https://share.articulate.com/6cvCt-5PKmGRasgL7JCYq
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2019/03/CNP%20CR%20training%202019%20version%20final.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2019/03/CNP%20CR%20training%202019%20version%20final.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/02/WEBINAR%20What%20you%20need%20to%20know%20about%20data%20and%20access%20to%20SUN%20Bucks%20benefits%20%20.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/02/WEBINAR%20What%20you%20need%20to%20know%20about%20data%20and%20access%20to%20SUN%20Bucks%20benefits%20%20.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/05/What%20to%20Expect%20of%20the%20SFSP%20Administrative%20Review.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/05/What%20to%20Expect%20of%20the%20SFSP%20Administrative%20Review.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/05/What%20to%20Expect%20of%20the%20SFSP%20Administrative%20Review.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/05/What%20to%20Expect%20of%20the%20SFSP%20Administrative%20Review.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/12/How%20to%20Receive%20Try%20it%20Local%20Funding%20for%20Eligible%20Food%20Purchases.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/12/How%20to%20Receive%20Try%20it%20Local%20Funding%20for%20Eligible%20Food%20Purchases.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uJl4SrFlKX7hE_b4VPrvNU_tfIWeYdzq/view
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xeAQgiALn2hmc6-oNmY72MoCAob0Bf6L
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/05/UPDATED%20sfa-letter-to-parentsguardians_template.pdf
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SECTION 2 SUN MEALS TO-GO

The Consolidated Appropriations Act established a permanent non-congregate meal service option for
rural areas without congregate meal service. 7 CFR 225.2 This non-congregate option intends to assist
rural areas that struggle to reach their demographic and increase access to summer meals. 

Rural Non-Congregate Meal Service
SUN MEALS TO-GO FOR RURAL AREAS

ADE must ensure the site will not serve an area where children would receive the same meal at an
approved congregate meal site, unless it can be demonstrated to the satisfaction of ADE that the
site will serve a different group of children who may not be otherwise served. 7 CFR 225.6(h)(3)(iii)

Non-congregate meal service is not allowed in non-rural areas. 

Each stop along a non-congregate mobile meal pick-up route is considered a site, including stops at
parks, local recreation areas, etc., 

Each stop must be an approved site. 

A child’s residence participating in home delivery is not considered a non-congregate meal site. 



SECTION 2 SUN MEALS TO-GO

Operators and HNS will rely on the FNS Rural Designation
Map tool to designate sites as rural.

Is Your Site Designated Rural?
DOCUMENTING RURAL SITE DESIGNATION

RURAL DESIGNATION MAP

Documentation must be provided by the operator
designating the site as rural, and must include the
date that the data was accessed. 

Rural designation documentation must submitted
the assigned HNS program specialist with additional
application documentation via HelpDesk.

SFSP rural sites serving congregate meal service and
planning to submit claims for the higher rural
reimbursement rate will require rural designation
documentation.

https://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/rural-designation


A rural site may serve meals as congregate, non-congregate,
or both; however, both may not be served in the same meal.
The proposed site may only conduct a non-congregate meal
service when the site is not providing a congregate meal
service. The sponsor must propose an organized and
supervised system which prevents overlap between meal
services and reasonably ensures children are not receiving
more than the daily maximum allowance of meals. 7 CFR
225.6(h)(4)(iii)

Is Your Site Designated Rural?
DOCUMENTING RURAL SITE DESIGNATION RURAL DESIGNATION MAP

SECTION 2 SUN MEALS TO-GO

https://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/rural-designation


Rural Non-Congregate Meal Service
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR SUN MEALS TO-GO:

Operators interested in serving non-congregate must:

A site that qualifies for Program participation because it conducts a non-congregate meal service for eligible
children in an area that does not meet the definition of area eligible and is not a “camp” could qualify for
conditional non-congregate service. Conditional non-congregate meal service can be reimbursed only for
meals served to children whose eligibility for Program meals is documented. 
HNS must approve all non-congregate meal services through the summer meals application. 

be designated as rural; 
must be more than 2 miles away from another site;

Sites cannot be located in close enough proximity that each site could serve the same children the
same meals.

and be located in an area that is eligible to participate in SFSP or SSO.

be in good standing*;

*Good standing means the operator has met its Program responsibilities, is current with its financial
obligations, and, if applicable, has fully implemented all corrective actions within the required period of time.

SECTION 2 SUN MEALS TO-GO
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Site Eligibility
SITE PLANNING TOOL

ADHS has provided the Arizona Summer Food
Service Site Planner.  This tool can be used by
Operators to evaluate possible site locations using
the data layer that shows the rural buffer zone.
Sites cannot be located in close enough proximity
that each site could serve the same children the
same meals. Site proximity must be considered
when approving sites during the SFSP sponsor
application process.

Please view the User Guide on the fourth tab of
this resource for instruction. 

https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/forms
https://adhsgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/412b8cbb0127411da16edbc61f85641d
https://adhsgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/412b8cbb0127411da16edbc61f85641d


33.344289, -111.447318

Gold Canyon

SECTION 2 SUN MEALS TO-GO

Non-USPS Sites
ADDING COORDINATES

Many sites, particularly those in rural areas, do
not have a traditional numbered street
address. For example, “1 mile north of HWY
41,” which is insufficient for mapping. As a
result, these locations cannot be properly
mapped, which led to several sites being
omitted in last year’s site mapper. 

To ensure that all eligible sites are accurately
represented on the meal site maps, sponsors
should provide geographic coordinates
(latitude and longitude) in the Address 1 line
provided on site applications.

https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/forms


Gold Canyon

SECTION 2 SUN MEALS TO-GO

Non-USPS Sites
ADDING COORDINATES

Coordinates may be obtained using
any standard mapping tool. For
example, 

1.Open Google Maps on your
computer

2.Find your site’s location 
3.Click once where the location is.
4.Copy and paste the coordinates

found at the bottom of the screen. 

33.344289, -111.447318

https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/forms
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Complete an SFSP or SSO application through CNPWeb and
indicate the intent to either participate as a non-congregate
feeding site, or both congregate and non-congregate feeding
site.

Applying for Rural Non-Congregate
APPLICATION AND APPROVAL

HNS will review the application for rural/non-congregate participation to determine if the site is eligible.
Once rural designation is determined, area eligibility must also be verified.

Approved operators must keep non-congregate meal documents separate as these will be reported in the
claim.

Note that site cap (the maximum number of meals that may be claimed at a given site by an SFSP sponsor)
will be set for each rural non-congregate site. States must confirm that the site caps reflect eligible children
residing in the targeted rural community.

To be approved to serve non-congregate summer meals in
area eligible rural locations:
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APPLICATION AND APPROVAL
Conditional Non-Congregate 
To be approved to serve non-congregate summer meals in non-
area eligible rural locations:

Operators must certify that they will collect participants'
eligibility to support the claim.

Household applications or income eligibility provided
through the school system

Operators must only claim reimbursement for meals served
to eligible participants (children who qualify for free or
reduced-price meals).
Operators must notify participants of the availability of free meals and if a free meal
application is needed, as is required for sponsors of camps and closed enrolled sites.

May charge non-eligible children for meals (without overt identification) or use non-Federal
funds to cover the cost of these meals.



Operators interested in serving non-congregate may offer:

Rural Non-Congregate

Meal deliveries on routes or directly to children’s homes;
Meals delivered directly to children’s homes require written parental consent before providing meals
to the children.

MEAL SERVICE OPTIONS

Parent or guardian pick-up;
Operators must have documented procedures to ensure that meals are only distributed to parents
or guardians of eligible children and that duplicate meals are not distributed. 

HNS may limit on a case-by-case
basis. 

Multi-day meal service;
Operators electing this option must have procedures in place that document, to a reasonable extent,
that the proper number of meals are distributed to each eligible child. (cannot exceed 10 days max -
or 5 if providing bulk items)

And bulk food items.
Approved self-preparation operators may provide bulk food items that meet the minimum amounts
of each food component of a reimbursable breakfast, lunch, supper, or snack. (Bulk items may not
exceed the maximum number of meals that could be served in a 5 calendar day period.)

SECTION 2 SUN MEALS TO-GO



SECTION 2 SUN MEALS TO-GO

Parental consent for home delivery:

Non-Congregate Meal Service Requirements 
DELIVERY AND PICK-UP REQUIREMENTS

Written consent must be obtained prior to home
delivery.

Definition of “Guardian” for the purpose of non-congregate meal pick-up: the adult who is principally
responsible for the care of a child on the day of meal service; excluding childcare providers who care for
groups of unrelated children formally enrolled in their care.

Information to be included in written consent: 
Address, Phone Number, Child(ren)'s name(s)/age(s) 
Language inclusive of establishing both the
presence of children in each household as well as
the household's consent to receive meals.



SECTION 2 SUN MEALS TO-GO

Non-Congregate Meal Service Requirements 
TIME REQUIREMENTS

Meal service times still need to be established for
each site.

Operators interested in serving non-congregate must follow the specific time requirements:

HNS must approve any changes in meal service
times.

Breakfast is not required to be served in the
morning.

If a non-congregate breakfast is served after
lunch or supper it must be intended for a
later date.

There is no one-hour minimum between the end
of one meal and the beginning of another.



When electing to use the non-congregate meal
service in rural areas options of multi-day meal
issuance and parent or guardian meal pick-up,
Program operators must develop and maintain
procedures to document that meals are only
distributed, to a reasonable extent, to eligible children
and that duplicate meals are not distributed to any
child (7 CFR 225.6(c)(2)(xi)). 

Program operators electing to offer multi-day meal
issuance and parent or guardian meal pick-up must
submit these procedures, as part of their summer
meals application process, to their assigned HNS
specialist.

SUN Meals To-Go Meal
Service Procedures

DEVELOP PROCEDURES FOR
NON-CONGREGATE MEAL
SERVICE

INCLUDE STEP-BY-STEP
PROCESS OF MEAL SERVICE
AND CLAIMING

SEND PROCEDURES TO
ASSIGNED HNS SPECIALIST
WITH ANY ADDITIONAL
APPLICATION
DOCUMENTATION

SECTION 2 SUN MEALS TO-GO
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Food Safety for Summer Meals
SUN MEALS TO-GO FOOD SAFETY

State and local health and food safety requirements must be met and
instructions on at-home storage and preparation must be provided when
applicable.
Operators providing non-congregate meal service in rural areas should prepare
a food safety plan to ensure the meal service will be conducted safely. 
All food service staff must be trained on Program operations, which include
local health, food safety, and sanitation guidelines.

COMMUNITY FEEDING SITES FOOD SAFETY
These resources provide food safety best practices for summer meals served by
community operations, including in non-congregate settings.

https://www.fns.usda.gov/fs/safe-summer-meals

https://www.fns.usda.gov/fs/safe-summer-meals
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Civil Rights Compliance
As reviewed in slide 39, in accordance with the recent
guidance from the USDA regarding Civil Rights (FNS-113), HNS
will not issue findings related to the display or updating of the
“And Justice for All” poster during monitoring visits at this
time.

HNS recommends Sponsors maintain compliance with civil
rights requirements by including a printed copy of USDA’s
Nondiscrimination Statement (NDS) with the meals each time
meals are delivered. 

The full NDS must be used to appropriately meet the
public notification requirement, which includes advising
participants of their program rights and responsibilities
and program discrimination complaints.

http://www.usda.gov/non-discrimination-statement
http://www.usda.gov/non-discrimination-statement


Additional Sponsor Responsibilities 

Offer Versus
Serve

SFAs may use OVS when providing non-congregate meal service. 

Off-Site
Consumption
of Food Items

The flexibility to allow children to take specific food items for off-site consumption
only applies to congregate meal service. 

Free Meal
Policy

Statement

Conditional non-congregate sites are exempt from including a statement that
meals served are free at all sites. Conditional non-congregate sites that charge

separately for meals must also include specific eligibility information in the policy
statement, and that each operator of a conditional non-congregate site must

submit a copy of its hearing procedures with its application.

Training
Congregate and non-congregate meal service operations are required components

in the sponsor Program training sessions for its administrative and site personnel
prior to the operation of a site’s first meal service.

Meal
Ordering and
Second Meals

Limits reimbursement of second meals to congregate meal service. State agencies
must disallow claims if it is determined that a sponsor served second meals as part

of a non-congregate meal service. 

SECTION 2 SUN MEALS TO-GO



Applying for Non-Congregate Feeding

DOCUMENT ELIGIBILITY
Rural Designation using the Rural Designation Map
Area Eligibility with School Data, Census Data, Participant Income Data
Site Eligibility with AZ Summer Food Service Site Planner

SET SITE CAPS

KEEP NON-CONGREGATE MEAL COUNTS SEPERATE FOR CLAIMING

DOCUMENT CONSENTS AND PROCEDURES (AS NEEDED)

INDICATE INTENT TO PARTICIATE IN CNPWEB APPLICATION

DETERMINE MEAL SERVICE OPTIONS
Meal Pick-up, Home Delivery, Mobile Routes, Bulk (up to 5 days), Multi-day (up to 10 days)

SUMMARY

SECTION 2 SUN MEALS TO-GO



Resource Recap
LIST OF RESOURCES FOR NON-CONGREGATE FEEDING

Mappers:
Rural Designation Map
Arizona Summer Food Service Site Planner

Food Safety:
https://www.fns.usda.gov/fs/safe-summer-
meals

Civil Rights:
USDA’s Nondiscrimination Statement (NDS)

HNS Resources:
Quick Guide: Offering a Non-Congregate
Summer Meal Service
Operating Both Congregate and Non-
Congregate at the Same Site
Six Reasons to Offer Rural Non-Congregate
Summer Meals

SECTION 2 SUN MEALS TO-GO

https://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/rural-designation
https://adhsgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/412b8cbb0127411da16edbc61f85641d
https://www.fns.usda.gov/fs/safe-summer-meals
https://www.fns.usda.gov/fs/safe-summer-meals
https://www.fns.usda.gov/civil-rights/usda-nondiscrimination-statement-other-fns-programs
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/03/Offering%20a%20Non-Congregate%20Summer%20Meal%20Service.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/03/Offering%20a%20Non-Congregate%20Summer%20Meal%20Service.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/04/Operating%20Both%20Congregate%20and%20Non-Congregate%20at%20the%20Same%20Site.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/04/Operating%20Both%20Congregate%20and%20Non-Congregate%20at%20the%20Same%20Site.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/04/Six%20Reasons%20to%20Offer%20Rural%20Non-Congregate%20Summer%20Meals.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/04/Six%20Reasons%20to%20Offer%20Rural%20Non-Congregate%20Summer%20Meals.pdf
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HNS SUN Bucks Memorandums
HNS 04-2026: 2026 SUMMER EBT SUN BUCKS PROGRAM
AND REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL FOOD AUTHORITIES

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide
important information for School Food Authorities (SFA)
regarding the 2026 Summer EBT SUN Bucks program,
eligibility requirements, and SFA’s role in reporting
student enrollment and free and reduced-price
eligibility information to the Arizona Department of
Education (ADE). This memorandum also reminds SFAs
of the available SUN Bucks training and resources
available to assist with reporting accurate student data
and communicating with student households
regarding the 2026 SUN Bucks program. 

http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.0jZG60asxkoJfq9lqV-2FjI4OxpfTlqk8LJnk03jKhIWZYqZ2fQS1zV62LXmHgTQQxXgcId-2Fy1SlgYdFRGBOZerKN4c88w7LiiEzLxsmsnF8ra4u525fhZkoOX-2BtHog5XoS711-2BToiVpfv0qJmwCzmPQ-3D-3D6WIr_iVylTlbHZTjwDLMWeBNZwJ27rprteP-2FCWZTrZjEZ1p0YS32S4pIfasA36zVNVthhtvR77QkGCAc4ZdLEf28AXcItwOKqo-2FyO5Ps0eWtdGEeBdzQTiBICjMR-2FLUh3zD6-2Fqf3AylHUZnUxMBcamGvSt4oyw2IdPWMYTqzdvzssOk1ApIv1SVGrkxlAxQBT5mxziBcrDoFoDGiuXFGDY8rXq4w8H1Mbrgi7PxkZLSryaLX2ODKc9KSxjJLU5-2B-2F7PM8fYMXakOBOh0Pf73SIuvE1-2B-2FRU20f-2BmmkMc7Cjev4GS3PNuNeTIG37zUf4DrdY2ToQfgICv2Ojmlil6HOwgWuaoQmH-2Br-2BO41GaRNEOTsADS-2B7wvbjYxo-2BOQ-2Ft-2FnEuugbnSi6fiorDRZh4-2BB4NFMxr-2FT0ioPOJz3ijuQvF7P40sr5COpGjamliPTVdDJ09DDHE3Ol5GoUzLhT22ONH7MB0SWkfCPF2m57GtrX1Ivus5poNP5BJzwCspeqT4Q8BhWMUe5zpBb1QNeCXQEqFdQNGtew-2FmWYgpjykIOUewr0yGdfBl1-2BJqT3lz1ChwgcEV-2BFYZI-2BIFY5sEP-2BezXpDwZZbxlCVnF3jhoVVLV1c8RFyOaOOO-2FPxdL-2FPrlwaDiapaTFlDG03-2FvQcU4oxcM4Bfxh5KwhjUDjWBCMqdzUH-2Fz-2BH78WjRPPbOj7TouUqtVLBLBXGVFNM2q64V-2BrhvlVi00-2B7ybSPU3sFDwH1KtRnj7nYbEa1cG8mbUA137MDnUoDyDdFvQkLNsUc0kPSJx0PnwiaUcLp1rfsQc1LxvN-2FKmCmmpQ7Nhvi5yc6fF-2FEU78Unh8xaOkGoSMX9ZLke1bxzxL9oV49Pm-2BvNjsxTYTmD2ne0fuSEcAHgiYqLAmZIawEpsBr6TqIRnbD-2BBvhhIkUZ3CDhxfAn4NTGyO1kv-2BRi5JbCnXVbIWAuIh2YoH5cAS0q9BZi5O9fXmHRI-2B8FXYbQJOhabaxE0eEzwanp-2Fi0aJd9V-2Byb6cfdSziCivZa8VgzHrzYTR0uBu6n3sPN6cr0Wf9QrNg-3D-3D
http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.0jZG60asxkoJfq9lqV-2FjI4OxpfTlqk8LJnk03jKhIWZYqZ2fQS1zV62LXmHgTQQxv-2F4cZtFpMjsTH5qvJ6w-2F8nqaYPmV9-2B5nTf16hrtdFfiiRGTSYjcAy1DuYa2x6iYGDR14PiUftGuZH7R9f8ZVimb5vFWeYfITsBlMG7DiXB4-3DDsKl_VhpTxxuXcu4PIle2t6fOTViIc7xgnzRrzLGo7kAjtoswzrp1YoMVSODCIuCqR01w7nGxiZXpoiaAa05ZkCoh1UyhHLlvi3HX2oz2oLHXZM-2FE4W-2FgR-2FxbOeoDjeF-2BtxlcGIprEWP-2BnEzdcYSNR-2BjIT1KkbOtKPQYcbcUuj2cuOeiZFli4AzEtSC3IaIwhDEI0OV1ty5h7VOdTwHkzZDbN-2Buyr5ZHBiPJQqyDH-2Bkadjjp-2FM2jyy-2FJoNieM4-2B317D2O2parJV0rpoPYCWWHJ8Ys44jfSclYvrrxCkA-2FWaPWy-2B64v-2BaS6TUsGreYaH9nll-2B2ZaFcQDYTzdKzA4b1-2BCJME1rkmBE5D0AjCAlD5QJvpUKb29Whxbdiv7BIZhd-2BS72SyrgejqYSW6GXLgE-2FShovA-2FOhXKgS9eH8VRbczj7Id4UZpWAOcojwbnzZ6IDcR1lQxr8K4KohTYeG6-2FMdg9wTBhR0HJIbWwV7ZcjyStfWbu5dhR1TeIzXIVd8wjt0TZZIQgC-2FqeWLjNAnMQgB2URxeWkEos-2Fs8GXpqArFR-2BDPzgQ6IR5keUObe-2BFyNp-2F0nu-2BH844qMezSTKgQS2Goi4W0CNTbPDM7Bwx09Eqnx0IedtH3jOei13aVNoBEcOBCmkgD1B5tnHLppO7LlttNzWH8Uw5bvTOjbYWjiTTG5zmKx0OKYRZHsVaqNbNRM3VYuK-2BQmwms-2FouUmEOqCPcsG4tgVFiWKc9WXaCs-2Fw0wbT538YsF-2F3S46waH3kdfy0RnyZn-2FoKUb8V9VPB9-2FvIJGqqJp4wguihFCp1jmFfTea3kMTetzCr86-2BSAfP2oY1P32HwIb8rDjUY3Lwhc9osuneZFhRYngKyRLEdNMjQplC0z-2F9zxlLqCJWCWo5QZYtU4fTWMrbwRHFLXJSNFytBw4nopl9Q2KPxyMjJc00Kwe-2But4MSkwV3b0FMF4fatzIz-2Br2Mg-2FjTqxlkDBgUi7M6202t20z85Y5BwdTcRLokiXp1YH31luiTFGv5hNC2Rmn0k11XEw
http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.0jZG60asxkoJfq9lqV-2FjI4OxpfTlqk8LJnk03jKhIWZYqZ2fQS1zV62LXmHgTQQxv-2F4cZtFpMjsTH5qvJ6w-2F8nqaYPmV9-2B5nTf16hrtdFfiiRGTSYjcAy1DuYa2x6iYGDR14PiUftGuZH7R9f8ZVimb5vFWeYfITsBlMG7DiXB4-3DDsKl_VhpTxxuXcu4PIle2t6fOTViIc7xgnzRrzLGo7kAjtoswzrp1YoMVSODCIuCqR01w7nGxiZXpoiaAa05ZkCoh1UyhHLlvi3HX2oz2oLHXZM-2FE4W-2FgR-2FxbOeoDjeF-2BtxlcGIprEWP-2BnEzdcYSNR-2BjIT1KkbOtKPQYcbcUuj2cuOeiZFli4AzEtSC3IaIwhDEI0OV1ty5h7VOdTwHkzZDbN-2Buyr5ZHBiPJQqyDH-2Bkadjjp-2FM2jyy-2FJoNieM4-2B317D2O2parJV0rpoPYCWWHJ8Ys44jfSclYvrrxCkA-2FWaPWy-2B64v-2BaS6TUsGreYaH9nll-2B2ZaFcQDYTzdKzA4b1-2BCJME1rkmBE5D0AjCAlD5QJvpUKb29Whxbdiv7BIZhd-2BS72SyrgejqYSW6GXLgE-2FShovA-2FOhXKgS9eH8VRbczj7Id4UZpWAOcojwbnzZ6IDcR1lQxr8K4KohTYeG6-2FMdg9wTBhR0HJIbWwV7ZcjyStfWbu5dhR1TeIzXIVd8wjt0TZZIQgC-2FqeWLjNAnMQgB2URxeWkEos-2Fs8GXpqArFR-2BDPzgQ6IR5keUObe-2BFyNp-2F0nu-2BH844qMezSTKgQS2Goi4W0CNTbPDM7Bwx09Eqnx0IedtH3jOei13aVNoBEcOBCmkgD1B5tnHLppO7LlttNzWH8Uw5bvTOjbYWjiTTG5zmKx0OKYRZHsVaqNbNRM3VYuK-2BQmwms-2FouUmEOqCPcsG4tgVFiWKc9WXaCs-2Fw0wbT538YsF-2F3S46waH3kdfy0RnyZn-2FoKUb8V9VPB9-2FvIJGqqJp4wguihFCp1jmFfTea3kMTetzCr86-2BSAfP2oY1P32HwIb8rDjUY3Lwhc9osuneZFhRYngKyRLEdNMjQplC0z-2F9zxlLqCJWCWo5QZYtU4fTWMrbwRHFLXJSNFytBw4nopl9Q2KPxyMjJc00Kwe-2But4MSkwV3b0FMF4fatzIz-2Br2Mg-2FjTqxlkDBgUi7M6202t20z85Y5BwdTcRLokiXp1YH31luiTFGv5hNC2Rmn0k11XEw


ADDITIONAL SUMMER FEEDING OPTION

SUN Bucks, or the Summer Electronic Benefit Transfer
Program (Summer-EBT) adds an additional supplement to
the summer meals programs by providing grocery-buying
benefits to low-income families with school-aged children
when schools are closed for the summer. Households are
issued the $120 food assistance benefit for each eligible child.

Notably, families can benefit from SUN Bucks alongside
other programs like SNAP, WIC, and the Summer Food
Service Program (SFSP)/Seamless Summer Option (SSO).

SECTION 3 SUN BUCKS SUMMER-EBT

For more information, please visit Health and
Nutrition Services SUN Bucks webpage.

https://www.azed.gov/SUNBucks
https://www.azed.gov/SUNBucks


School-age children between 6 and 16 years old, who
participate in SNAP, TANF, FDPIR, or Medicaid with a
household income at or below 185% of the federal poverty
level, or who qualify as McKinney-Vento homeless, migrant,
or foster, between July 1, 2025-August 3, 2026, may be
eligible. 

Who is eligible for SUN Bucks?

Children enrolled for at least one day in schools that offer the National School Lunch or
Breakfast Program; AND that qualify for free or reduced-price meals based on household
income, receive SNAP, TANF, FDPIR, or Medicaid, Migrant, Foster, or in a Head Start Program.

SECTION 3 SUN BUCKS SUMMER-EBT
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SUN Bucks Benefits Eligibility

This chart provides a very basic overview of student
eligibility requirements for SUN Bucks benefits.

SFAs are encouraged to connect with their assigned HNS
Specialist with questions.

Parents and Families are encouraged to connect with their
school contact or visit azed.gov/SUNBucks for more

information.

Streamlined Eligible:  Received benefits under SNAP, TANF,
FDPIR, Medicaid (with a reported household income at or
below 185% of the federal poverty level), Foster, McKinney-

Vento Homeless, Migrant, or Head Start. Please note, a
match in Foster, Migrant, or Homeless does not extend free
meal or SUN Bucks benefits to other household members. 

*The eligibility period for SUN Bucks changes each year,
please visit azed.gov/SUNBucks for more information.

Enrolled in an NLP School for
at least one instructional

school day between July 1 -
June 30 

(Not Operating a Special
Provision Option or in a

Provision 2 or 3 Base Year)

Direct Certification Match or
Extended Match

Free or Reduced by Income
Eligibility Application

SUN Bucks Application

Enrolled in an NSLP School
operating a Special

Provision Option (CEP or
Provision Non-Base Year) for

at least one instructional
school day between July 1 -

June 30 

Direct Certification Match or
Extended Match

SUN Bucks Application

Enrolled in a Non-NSLP
School 

Streamlined Eligible

Ages 6-16 during the SUN Bucks
Eligibility Period*

OR

OR

OR

&

https://www.azed.gov/SUNBucks
https://www.azed.gov/SUNBucks


PROMOTING SUN BUCKS
Additionally, SFAs are responsible for promoting SUN Bucks
and distributing ADE’s SUN Bucks Household application to
families who are not automatically certified as eligible for the
SUN Bucks benefit but who would otherwise qualify.

2

1
REPORTING STUDENT DATA AND ELIGIBILITY
SFAs’ primary responsibility for the SUN Bucks Program is
ensuring accurate student-level enrollment and free and
reduced-price eligibility is provided to ADE via the CNP
Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal in ADEConnect
annually.

What actions are required
by SFAs?

SUN Bucks Benefits: Actions Required by
the SFA

SECTION 3 SUN BUCKS SUMMER-EBT

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/SUN%20Bucks%20Benefits%20Actions%20Required%20by%20the%20SFA.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/SUN%20Bucks%20Benefits%20Actions%20Required%20by%20the%20SFA.pdf


SFAs are responsible for reporting any NSLP/SBP enrolled students
not reported in AzEDS for SUN Bucks/Summer Electronic Benefit
Transfer (SEBT) and ensuring all eligible student data elements are
accurate annually online in ADEConnect - CNP Summer EBT- SUN
Bucks Data Portal.

HNS has created a quick guide resource that will take the SFA step-
by-step through the process of reporting all students in this data
portal for maximum access to SUN Bucks benefits. 

Reporting Students for
SUN Bucks Benefits
CNP SUMMER EBT - SUN BUCKS DATA PORTAL

 How to Report Students for Summer-EBT in
the CNP Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal

SECTION 3 SUN BUCKS SUMMER-EBT

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/How%20to%20Report%20Students%20for%20Summer%20EBT_0.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/How%20to%20Report%20Students%20for%20Summer%20EBT_0.pdf


How do families apply for SUN Bucks?

SECTION 3 SUN BUCKS SUMMER-EBT

SUN Bucks benefits will be automatic for most
students who qualify for benefits. However, students
who were enrolled for a minimum of one instructional
school day and were not previously certified as eligible
for free or reduced-price meals AND/OR students who
were enrolled in an NSLP/SBP participating school
that did not distribute NSLP household applications
and therefore could not be determined eligible
through the application could still potentially receive
SUN Bucks benefits! These individuals are encouraged
to submit a SUN Bucks Application to ADE.

The SUN Bucks Application for this program year is currently available through the Arizona
Department of Education’s Health and Nutrition Services website. In order to apply online, the
applicant will first complete the SUN Bucks Eligibility Screener Guide (English or Spanish version) to
determine if the child will receive benefits automatically. There is also a paper SUN Bucks application
that can be accessed via the website.

https://www.azed.gov/hns/sun-bucks-2026-eligibility-screener-guide
https://www.azed.gov/hns/gu%C3%ADa-de-evaluaci%C3%B3n-de-elegibilidad-de-sun-bucks-2026


Students who are enrolled in schools that operate Special Provision
Option (SPO) like the Community Eligibility Provision or Provision 2 or 3
non-base year do not have the opportunity to submit school meal
applications. If a student does NOT meet the following, they should be
provided the SUN Bucks application.

Match results from the CNP Direct Certification system
Extended Direct Certification Match results

SPO operators with students that are extended DC matches, will
need to track and upload these extended eligibles manually in the
portal. 

Eligibility Reporting and SPO Operators

How will the other students who are eligible receive SUN Bucks benefits? 
These families will need to fill out a SUN Bucks Application

*The ‘No Meal Application, No Problem’ resource for SPO operators
contains a QR code linked to the SUN Bucks application. 

SECTION 3 SUN BUCKS SUMMER-EBT

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/No%20Application%20No%20Problem.pdf


The SUN Bucks application is available annually at
azed.gov/SUNBucks - Applying for SUN Bucks.

School Food Authorities (SFAs) are required to:
Ensure the application is available to households that
believe they qualify for the SUN Bucks benefit but were not
identified as eligible by the SFA.
Ensure students attending schools that operate Special
Provision Options have access to the SUN Bucks Household
application if they do not match in CNP Direct Certification.

Eligible households may:
Complete and submit the 2026 SUN Bucks Application to
the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) by August 3,
2026 (subject to date change)
Expect ADE to process the application and subsequently
notify the household of approval/denial of benefits.

SUN Bucks Household Application

SECTION 3 SUN BUCKS SUMMER-EBT

https://www.azed.gov/SUNBucks


SUN Bucks Household Application

APPLICANT MUST FILL OUT ALL REQUIRED FIELDS

The following information will be collected when completing the SUN Bucks application:
Custodial parent name; 
Contact information including address; 
Each child's name, school, grade, and birth date; 
All household members;
Gross income information for each household member and child (if applicable for child);
SNAP, TANF, FDPIR case number if household participates; and,
Signature and attesting to information on the application.

SECTION 3 SUN BUCKS SUMMER-EBT

APPLICANT MUST FILL OUT THE SUN BUCKS ELIGIBILITY SCREENER GUIDE

The SUN Bucks Eligibility Screener Guide (English or Spanish version) will determine if
a child will receive benefits automatically. Completion of the eligibility screener will
provide the link to the SUN Bucks household application if applicable.

https://www.azed.gov/hns/sun-bucks-2026-eligibility-screener-guide
https://www.azed.gov/hns/gu%C3%ADa-de-evaluaci%C3%B3n-de-elegibilidad-de-sun-bucks-2026


SUN Bucks Household Application

SUN Bucks Household Applications will be submitted
to and processed by ADE. These applications must be
submitted to ADE by August 3, 2026. This date is
subject to change.

This date is subject to change anually.

THE APPLICATION WILL BE PROCESSED AND
BENEFITS WILL BE GIVEN TO ELIGIBLE
APPLICANTS

SUN Bucks parent hotline/phone number: 
833-648-4406

SUN Bucks email address:
SUNBucks@azed.gov 

SUN Bucks website for households:
https://www.azed.gov/SUNBucks 
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Training Webinar
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DATA
AND ACCESS TO SUN BUCKS BENEFITS

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT
DATA AND ACCESS TO SUN BUCKS

BENEFITS

1:30 pm, 04/14/2026
Location: virtual
Registration Link:
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx
?aid=11245

Registration is also available in the ADE
Professional Learning and

Development (APLD). 

For detailed information, operators are encouraged to
register for HNS’ What You Need to Know About Data
and Access to SUN Bucks Benefits webinar. For those
that can’t make it, HNS will make the recording
available following the live webinar. 

HNS will host this webinar on April 14, 2026 and
provide a comprehensive overview of USDA’s
guidelines for data management and access to SUN
Bucks benefits.

SECTION 3 SUN BUCKS SUMMER-EBT

https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11110
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11110
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11110
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11245
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11245
https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275
https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275
https://azed.geniussis.com/Login.ashx?EntityId=79275


Resource Recap
HERE IS A LIST OF RESOURCES FOR SUN BUCKS
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Memorandums:
HNS 04-2026: 2026 Summer EBT SUN Bucks
School Food Authority Requirements and
Information

Trainings:
Quick Guide: How to Report Students in the SUN
Bucks Portal

Resources:
SUN Bucks Benefits: Actions Required by the SFA
No Meal Application, No Problem

Applications and Systems:
CNP Summer EBT - SUN Bucks - SFA Data Portal in
ADEConnect 
SUN Bucks Household Application 

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/Memorandum%2004-2026%20Summer%20EBT%20SUN%20Bucks%202026.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/Memorandum%2004-2026%20Summer%20EBT%20SUN%20Bucks%202026.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/Memorandum%2004-2026%20Summer%20EBT%20SUN%20Bucks%202026.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/Memorandum%2004-2026%20Summer%20EBT%20SUN%20Bucks%202026.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/Memorandum%2004-2026%20Summer%20EBT%20SUN%20Bucks%202026.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/Memorandum%2004-2026%20Summer%20EBT%20SUN%20Bucks%202026.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/Memorandum%2004-2026%20Summer%20EBT%20SUN%20Bucks%202026.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/How%20to%20Report%20Students%20for%20Summer%20EBT_0.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/How%20to%20Report%20Students%20for%20Summer%20EBT_0.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/SUN%20Bucks%20Benefits%20Actions%20Required%20by%20the%20SFA.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/SUN%20Bucks%20Benefits%20Actions%20Required%20by%20the%20SFA.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/SUN%20Bucks%20Benefits%20Actions%20Required%20by%20the%20SFA.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/No%20Application%20No%20Problem.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/SUNBucks
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Nutrition
Promotion during
Summer Meal
Service



This challenge is an HNS initiative designed to
empower summer program operators to
cultivate excitement around fresh and locally
sourced foods. Participating operators must
complete a series of challenges that promote
the tasting, teaching, and connection of
participants to foods local to Arizona. Be on the
lookout for Farm to Summer Challenge
communications!

Farm to Summer
Challenge
THE SUMMER 2026 FARM
FRESH CHALLENGE
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Turnip the Beet
AWARD FOR HIGH-QUALITY SUMMER MEALS
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USDA's Turnip the Beet Award recognizes outstanding
Summer Meal Program sponsors who work hard to offer
high-quality meals that are appetizing, appealing, and
nutritious. 

All Summer Meal Programs sponsors, including SFSP
sponsors and NSLP SSO sponsors, may be eligible for a
Turnip the Beet Award by self-nominating or being
nominated. 

Winners will receive a certificate and will be nationally
recognized and featured on the Turnip the Beet
webpage. 



The monthly webinar series focuses on sharing relevant nutrition knowledge as well as standout
stories from the field on successful service models, inspiring menu ideas, and tips and tricks to
implement nutrition initiatives in schools! These webinars are intended to provide you with real,
applicable, and helpful information that you can use to operate the best school food service
program possible at your sites this year!

Summer upLIFT webinars: 
April 21, 2026: Creating Confidence in the Kitchen: Scratch Cooking Edition
May 19, 2026: Taste Testing and Feedback: Involving Students to Improve Meal Programs
June 16, 2026: Parent Involvement: Encouraging Family Participation in School Nutrition  

upLIFT
UPLIFT WEBINAR SERIES
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Please take a minute to fill the Summer Feeding Plans Survey to help HNS connect
operators that have sponsored summer feeding sites in the past with sites seeking
sponsorship this year. 

Summer Feeding Plan Survey
PY 26 SUMMER FEEDING PLANS
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http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.0jZG60asxkoJfq9lqV-2FjI6OfCDNQWzRXFd49spfS-2BagIo37jI8tTeLnaQKg2znn4rtrJ-2FjOa03iFNC-2FM-2F8sr6q5esHzMivqFEpZoUQbyeOJrvgcH3Ed-2FskJKYZI59LL2Ruz5tB4RYOcNY01lMppWhWDf7oQFmVdG1-2BZStLJN8e3Hu2GlQTef6z0i2pPmxfvyOHkUW-2BQTkBqH3rn6V-2BWZbL2-2B4S0nEEghXexyBrDakMQ-3D2lZE_VhpTxxuXcu4PIle2t6fOTViIc7xgnzRrzLGo7kAjtoswzrp1YoMVSODCIuCqR01w7nGxiZXpoiaAa05ZkCoh1UyhHLlvi3HX2oz2oLHXZM8vVD46Td76Tv2-2B1JVstKGlCoGo2jSkgOtkweKk0ql-2F9Ln9W0lbU-2BL5ZcunEw5cY-2FOfq2w8trZPdupE8Y5dJXimXi-2FBG3eQQF0dbtDTo2bOIm6jh6U3NBFA3Ghl-2FRcvBiDPqA-2FQlkPBlXVbcZMmTmRQ-2FJXD5Y9xGBGVLFFpdQeECrOZDWrXIbFQopQTORvjSSQzgqXmFNYIrZZKF2KnpgImACXGA9BYFMnDBz5VxP3gwBWRMfJc2Aveg1BW7ZX5gqwB-2FwONmBE8vbYvZ7nIUH6-2FO8wxG-2B5lhLGNv9fN-2Fb6NTmjZC-2FWyQVP4yGGL4ci4n9WmEn9qFIDWCYmi6ohsMt4EgqpNiIQ3E0jQCocf1e46-2BzfMtzylHuNdtQ7XST-2BSTQGxBqsWSARpjBj5G3pTldNs58UpzdAhuNi2-2FItgxgxLmrjELCYjPIwST3Cy9UZwlMX2CtSufCaaT-2F45jW6MmJqDngYPfe-2FaOrX7Hb4FcjMKLt9zI5RRsfhxOLBUI2nPRaxTzqrm0gDLEU-2FMu-2Fl0PYJ9yHiV9hmMBeWpV-2BTkdw-2BQ1D7Ji22WRaEr-2FGH4c0sq5D4QcPavGU3dZY5IsnDgOQA8


Resource Recap
LIST OF RESOURCES FOR SUMMER NUTRITION PROMOTION
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Surveys: 
Summer Feeding Plans Survey

Websites:
Nutrition Promotion Accordion on the Summer
Meals Website
upLIFT Website

http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.0jZG60asxkoJfq9lqV-2FjI6OfCDNQWzRXFd49spfS-2BagIo37jI8tTeLnaQKg2znn4rtrJ-2FjOa03iFNC-2FM-2F8sr6q5esHzMivqFEpZoUQbyeOJrvgcH3Ed-2FskJKYZI59LL2Ruz5tB4RYOcNY01lMppWhWDf7oQFmVdG1-2BZStLJN8e3Hu2GlQTef6z0i2pPmxfvyOHkUW-2BQTkBqH3rn6V-2BWZbL2-2B4S0nEEghXexyBrDakMQ-3D2lZE_VhpTxxuXcu4PIle2t6fOTViIc7xgnzRrzLGo7kAjtoswzrp1YoMVSODCIuCqR01w7nGxiZXpoiaAa05ZkCoh1UyhHLlvi3HX2oz2oLHXZM8vVD46Td76Tv2-2B1JVstKGlCoGo2jSkgOtkweKk0ql-2F9Ln9W0lbU-2BL5ZcunEw5cY-2FOfq2w8trZPdupE8Y5dJXimXi-2FBG3eQQF0dbtDTo2bOIm6jh6U3NBFA3Ghl-2FRcvBiDPqA-2FQlkPBlXVbcZMmTmRQ-2FJXD5Y9xGBGVLFFpdQeECrOZDWrXIbFQopQTORvjSSQzgqXmFNYIrZZKF2KnpgImACXGA9BYFMnDBz5VxP3gwBWRMfJc2Aveg1BW7ZX5gqwB-2FwONmBE8vbYvZ7nIUH6-2FO8wxG-2B5lhLGNv9fN-2Fb6NTmjZC-2FWyQVP4yGGL4ci4n9WmEn9qFIDWCYmi6ohsMt4EgqpNiIQ3E0jQCocf1e46-2BzfMtzylHuNdtQ7XST-2BSTQGxBqsWSARpjBj5G3pTldNs58UpzdAhuNi2-2FItgxgxLmrjELCYjPIwST3Cy9UZwlMX2CtSufCaaT-2F45jW6MmJqDngYPfe-2FaOrX7Hb4FcjMKLt9zI5RRsfhxOLBUI2nPRaxTzqrm0gDLEU-2FMu-2Fl0PYJ9yHiV9hmMBeWpV-2BTkdw-2BQ1D7Ji22WRaEr-2FGH4c0sq5D4QcPavGU3dZY5IsnDgOQA8
https://www.azed.gov/hns/sfsp
https://www.azed.gov/hns/sfsp
https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/uplift


Join Us Next
Month!

Staying On Track: May
May 5, 2026
1:30-2:30 pm

We will review HNS Communications and policy
memorandums released in April, and upcoming key
tasks, deadlines, and action items for May. 



If you are attending the live webinar, you will
receive an email once attendance has been
completed. Once you have received this
email, your training certificate will be
available in APLD. 

If you are watching the recorded webinar,
you can access the survey link and certificate
of completion at the end of the webinar
slides.

Thank you!
PLEASE PUT QUESTIONS IN THE Q&A



Certificate
Requesting a training certificate
Please click the button to complete a brief
survey about this online training. Once the
survey is complete, you will be able to print your
certificate of completion from Survey Monkey. 

Information to include when documenting this training for Professional Standards:

Please note, attendees must document the amount of training hours
indicated on the training despite the amount of time it takes to complete it. 

Training Title: Staying on Track: April 2026

Length: 1 hour

Take Survey

TAKE SURVEY

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/upliftrecordedwebinar
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8SHXW89


In accordance with federal civil rights law and USDA civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its agencies, offices, employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex,
disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance
program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or
activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and
complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the
state or local agency that administers the program or contact USDA through the
Telecommunications Relay Service at 711 (voice and TTY). Additionally, program information may
be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and
at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

1.Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW, Mail Stop 9410, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

2.Fax: (202) 690-7442; or
3.Email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov

	Staying on Track: SUMMER EDITION
	April 2026

	Intended Audience
	This training is intended for School Food Authorities (SFAs) and Community Organizations (COs) wishing to serve meals in summer 2026. All regulations are specific to operating the programs under the direction of HNS.

	Objectives
	We're switching this month's Staying on Track Webinar up to review HNS guidance for summer 2026 applications. This webinar edition will:
	Ensure vital information is understood
	Allow HNS to provide detailed training on important topics related to applying for summer meal service
	Provide directors an opportunity to submit questions, that ADE can expand on in later communications.

	TRAINING HOURS
	Training Title: April Staying on Track SUMMER EDITION
	Length: 1 hour


	Disclaimer
	INTRODUCTION

	Questions
	Questions can be asked in the Q&A at any time during the webinar.
	Questions will not be answered live but will instead be addressed in a follow-up communication to ensure all operators have access to the responses.
	If you require additional assistance following HNS's communication, please reach out to your HNS Specialist through HelpDesk.

	Agenda
	Section 1  Review of Application and Eligibility Requirements
	SECTION 1

	HNS Summer Meal Memorandums and Guidance
	HNS 03-2026: APPLICATION FOR SUMMER MEAL PROGRAMS
	The purpose of this memorandum is to provide SFAs and COs the following information:
	Application requirements and deadlines for the SFSP, including details on demonstrating financial viability, administrative capability, and program accountability.
	Reminds SFAs of their eligibility to apply for SSO, or to extend the NSLP for any school that is hosting academic summer school.
	Includes a comprehensive Q&A on Deadlines and Reminders, Site Types and Eligibility, and Academic Summer School.
	SECTION 1



	HNS Summer Meal Guidance
	INTRODUCTION TO THE SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION GUIDE
	The purpose of this guide is to provide SFAs and COs a general overview of the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP). This manual covers participating in SFSP, applying to SFSP, administering SFSP, and operating SFSP meal service. Included is also a list of definitions and prototype forms.
	SECTION 1



	Summer Feeding Options Overview
	Summer Feeding Option for Schools
	Seamless Summer Option (SSO)
	Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)
	Extended School Lunch and Breakfast (NSLP/SBP)
	Summer Feeding Options for Community Organizations (COs)
	Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)
	Additional Summer Feeding Options for the Children
	SUN Bucks, or the Summer Electronic Benefit Transfer Program (Summer-EBT) adds an additional supplement to the summer meals programs by providing grocery-buying benefits to low-income families with school-aged children when schools are closed for the summer.
	SUMMER FEEDING OPTIONS FOR SCHOOLS
	SECTION 1


	Summer Feeding Options
	SEAMLESS SUMMER OPTION (SSO)
	For SFAs participating in NSLP/SBP
	Requires submission and approval of a CNPWeb site/sponsor application
	Serves meals free of charge to children, including teenagers through age 18, under the school meal program rules
	Meals must follow the NSLP regulations and guidelines
	SECTION 1



	Summer Feeding Options
	SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM (SFSP)
	Ideal for sponsoring enrichment, recreational, or activity programs over the summer for SFAs or Community Organizations.
	Reimburses sponsors for free meals served to children, including teenagers through age 18, at approved meal sites in low-income areas.
	Requires submission/approval of a management plan*, budget**, and a CNPWeb site/sponsor application.
	*SFAs in good standing that have not experienced operational problems, will not be required to submit a management plan for SFSP, however, ADE may request additional evidence of administrative capability sufficient to ensure the SFA can comply with the performance standards for the SFSP
	**SFAs in good standing that have not experienced operational problems, will not be required to submit a budget for SFSP, however, ADE may request additional evidence of financial viability sufficient to ensure the SFA can comply with the performance standards for the SFSP
	Brand new sponsors may be required to complete a pre-appoval visit prior to beginning operations. Please reach out to your assigned specialist via HelpDesk for more information.
	SECTION 1



	Summer Feeding Options
	EXTENDED SCHOOL LUNCH AND BREAKFAST (NSLP/SBP)
	Available for any school that is hosting an academic summer school.
	Academic summer schools that intend to serve meals only to enrolled students follow the same rules and claiming procedures for free, reduced-price, and paid meals that they follow during the regular school year.
	This option is for credit only. Summer enrichment or studying does not qualify to extend the NSLP/SBP.
	Meals served may not be claimed without an approved application
	SECTION 1




	Seamless Summer Option (SSO)
	Only available for SFAs.

	Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)
	MEALS SERVED AND CLAIMED FREE
	MEALS SERVED AND CLAIMED FREE
	Higher reimbursement rates with specific application and monitoring requirements, and a simplified meal pattern.
	Allowable Site Types
	Open - Serve all children
	Must be Area Eligible
	Restricted Open - Serve all children up to capacity
	Must be Area Eligible
	Closed - Serve only enrolled children
	Must be either Area Eligible or 50% of enrolled children must be Free or Reduced-Price Eligible

	Allowable Site Types
	Open - Serve all children
	Must be Area Eligible
	Restricted Open - Serve all children up to capacity
	Must be Area Eligible
	Closed - Serve only enrolled children
	Must be either Area Eligible or 50% of enrolled children must be Free or Reduced-Price Eligible


	EXTENDED NSLP
	Extending school meals does not require summer site eligibility, therefore no area eligibility is required. Serve and claim meals by free, reduced-price, and paid eligibility.


	For further guidance review the Questions and Answers for the National School Lunch Program’s Seamless Summer Option
	SECTION 1

	Summer Feeding Options for Schools
	MEAL PATTERNS
	Meal Patterns
	SFSP
	NSLP/SBP
	Seamless Summer Option
	Daily requirements for components
	Weekly requirements for components and vegetable subgroups must be met
	Same as NSLP/SBP*
	Combines fruits and vegetables into one component
	Fruits and vegetables are considered separate components.
	Two milk varieties must be offered at meal service.
	80% of grains offered must qualify as whole grain-rich.
	*Additional flexibilities granted in specific circumstances; Refer to policy memo SP-39-2014



	SECTION 1

	Eligibility Requirements
	SECTION 1

	Summer Feeding Site Eligibility
	SITE ELIGIBILITY AND OPERATING REQUIREMENTS
	Sponsors may operate summer meal service at one or more sites as long as the site and meal services have been approved by ADE prior to the start of the site operation.
	Eligibility requirements vary based on type of site administering summer meals.
	Operators may not begin until the application is approved.
	SECTION 1


	Area Eligibility
	DETERMINING AREA ELIGIBILITY
	As part of the application, the sponsor must certify the eligibility of each site it proposes to operate. Current-year school data may be used to establish area eligibility for the SFSP and SSO, excluding camps. For a site to be determined area eligible, school data must indicate that the proposed meal site is located in the attendance area of an elementary, middle, or high school where at least 50 percent of the children are eligible for free or reduced-price school meals.
	Sites may use any of the following to qualify for participation:
	School data (Free and Reduced-Price Percentage Report)
	Census data (CACFP and SFSP Area Eligibility Mapper)
	Participant income application data
	If census data or school data does not support area eligibility, closed-enrolled sites may collect income applications for the enrolled students. If 50% or more of the enrolled students are free or reduced eligible the site may use this data to be considered eligible.
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	Area Eligibility
	DURATION OF AREA ELIGIBILITY
	In an effort to provide consistent administration across child nutrition programs, sponsors of sites determined to be area eligible based upon school, census, CEP, and other approved alternative data sources, such as public housing data, are only required to submit documentation every 5 years.
	As such, area eligibility determinations made using school or census data must be re-determined every five years.
	School data from 2021-2022 through 2025-2026 may be used for eligibility determinations.
	Summer feeding sites previously determined as eligible in or after SY 2021-22 continue to be eligible under the five-year eligibility rule.
	Sponsors using additional types of data sources, including migrant certification and household applications, must document site eligibility annually.
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	Summer Feeding Site Eligibility
	SITE ELIGIBILITY AND OPERATING REQUIREMENTS
	Open Sites:
	Meals are made available to all children in the area.
	Schools participating as an open site that are offering academic summer school are required to be open to the community.
	All children eat free in communities where at least 50% of the children are eligible for free/reduced-price school meals.
	School or census data may be used to determine eligibility.
	Open sites operate on a first-come, first-served basis to all children 18 and under at an eligible location.
	Meals are reimbursed at the appropriate free rate for all participating children.
	Reference Summer Meal Service Site Eligibility Sheet.
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	Summer Feeding Site Eligibility
	SITE ELIGIBILITY AND OPERATING REQUIREMENTS
	Restricted Open Sites:
	Operates much like an open site, but there is a need to restrict or limit meal participation for reasons of space, security, safety, or control.
	All children eat free in communities where at least 50% of the children are eligible for free/reduced-price school meals.
	School or census data may be used to determine eligibility
	Sponsors must make it publicly known that the site offers free meals to children, but it will be limited for the reasons noted above.
	Restricted open sites operate on a first-come, first-served basis to all children 18 and under at an eligible location.
	Meals are reimbursed at the appropriate free rate for all participating children.
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	Summer Feeding Site Eligibility
	SITE ELIGIBILITY AND OPERATING REQUIREMENTS
	Closed Enrolled Sites:
	Meals are made available to only the enrolled group of children attending the site, as opposed to the community at large. This site type may be selected when the site is unable to accommodate additional children from the community.
	Meals are reimbursed for all participating children at the appropriate free rates when:
	at least 50 percent of the children enrolled at the site are approved for free or reduced-price school meals; or
	documentation indicates that the site is located within the geographical boundaries of a school attendance area with at least 50 percent of its children approved for free or reduced-price school meals.
	Closed enrolled sites only serve an identified group of children through age 18 who are participating in a specific program or activity.
	Summer school is not considered a closed enrolled site under the SFSP or SSO.
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	Summer Feeding Site Eligibility
	SITE ELIGIBILITY AND OPERATING REQUIREMENTS
	Closed Enrolled Sites:
	Please note, a closed enrolled site that does not meet one of the previous criteria is not eligible to participate unless it is qualified to participate as a day camp. Camps are not required to establish area eligibility; however, they must collect and maintain individual income eligibility forms and can only be reimbursed for meals offered to enrolled children who meet the free and reduced-price eligibility standards.
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	Site Eligibility
	SITE PLANNING TOOL
	Arizona Department of HealthServices (ADHS) has provided the Arizona Summer Food Service Site Planner.  This tool can be used by Operators to evaluate possible site locations using the data layer that shows the 2-mile rural buffer zone. Sites cannot be located in close enough proximity that each site could serve the same children the same meals.
	Please view the User Guide on the fourth tab of this resource for instruction.

	SECTION 1

	Application Requirements
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	Applying for Summer Feeding for SFAs
	CHOOSE THE FEEDING OPTION THAT WORKS BEST FOR YOUR ORGANIZATION
	Seamless Summer Option (SSO) - SFAs only
	Requires submission and approval of a CNPWeb site/sponsor application
	Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)
	Requires submission/approval of a management plan*, budget**, and a CNPWeb site/sponsor application
	*Unless eligible for modified application requirements
	**Unless the SFA has submitted an Annual Financial Report (AFR)
	Extended School Lunch and Breakfast (NSLP/SBP) - SFAs only
	Available for any school that is hosting an academic summer school, requires extending CNPWeb NSLP application operational dates
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	Site and Area Eligibility Determination
	MUST BE PROVIDED WITH APPLICATION
	Qualifying documentation must be submitted with all application documentation.
	This can be documented with the following:
	School data (Free and Reduced-Price Percentage Report)
	Participant income application data
	Census data (CACFP and SFSP Area Eligibility Mapper)
	For additional information on area eligibility reference SP 08-2017: Area Eligibility in Child Nutrition Programs.
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	Applying for SFSP for SFAs and COs
	APPLYING TO BE A SPONSOR IN SUMMER 2026
	SFAs and new or returning COs applying to be a sponsor of SFSP must have all application requirements submitted to HNS by May 30, 2026. The following must be submitted by the May 30, 2026 deadline to be a complete application:
	Management Plan
	Budget
	CNPWeb Site and Sponsor Applications
	Any applications received after May 30, 2026, will not be considered for SFSP sponsorship but may be considered as an SFSP site
	Prospective COs applying to operate for the first time must complete the pre-approval process and enter into an agreement with ADE. Entities will achieve this through the SFSP Prospective Entity Form.
	All applications must be submitted and approved by HNS before meal service begins.
	SECTION 1



	Applying for SFSP
	APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
	All organizations applying to operate the SFSP must demonstrate to HNS, compliance with the performance standards for Financial Viability, Administrative Capability, and Program Accountability. This is done through the submission of a management plan*, budget*, and any additional documentation needed to evaluate an applicant’s ability and resources to operate the Program.
	*Operators in good standing may have a modified requirement in demonstrating compliance with performance standards.
	Good standing has been defined as the status of a program operator that meets its Program responsibilities, is current with its financial obligations, and, if applicable, has fully implemented all corrective actions within the required period of time. Reference SFSP 03-2024 for  codified definitions.
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	Modified SFSP Application Requirements
	SCHOOL FOOD AUTHORITIES (SFA):
	SFAs applying for SFSP that successfully operate the NSLP may consider this sufficient evidence of compliance with administrative capability and financial viability.
	SFAs in good standing that have not experienced operational problems, will not be required to submit a management plan, however, HNS may request additional evidence of administrative capability sufficient to ensure the SFA can comply with the performance standards for the SFSP.
	SFAs must also submit an Annual Financial Report (AFR) to ADE to be considered in good standing and will be exempt from submitting a budget if financial viability is evident through the Food Service AFR.

	COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS (CO):
	Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) Institutions are required to demonstrate compliance with financial viability, administrative capability, and program accountability; therefore, COs will be required to submit a management plan and budget for SFSP participation.
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	Applying to Extend NSLP/SBP
	OPERATING NSLP IN SUMMER MONTHS
	SFAs may choose to operate NSLP and claim reimbursement for meals (lunches under NSLP and breakfasts under the School Breakfast Program) served during the summer months to children enrolled in summer school. USDA defines summer school as an integral part of the curriculum or an extension of the local educational program. This will require an extension of the end date in the NSLP site application in CNPWeb.
	Afterschool Care Snack Program - SFAs also have the option to operate the Afterschool Care Snack Program through NSLP to provide snacks served in afterschool care programs used for children on days attending summer school.
	At-Risk Afterschool Meals - may only be operated during the academic school year when school is in session. At-Risk Afterschool Meals cannot be operated during the summer months under any circumstance.
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	Adding New Sites
	ELECTRONICALLY-HELP DESK
	Go to https://helpdeskexternal.azed.gov/home
	Click on "Request a Service"
	Select "Health and Nutrition Services"
	Click on "HNS Add/Change/Delete Form"
	This submits an Add/Change/Delete HelpDesk ticket to add sites to CNPWeb, change addresses or names of entities, or delete sites from CNPWeb.

	TO COMPLETE NEW SITE APPROVAL THE FOLLOWING MUST ALSO BE SUBMITTED:
	A copy of the site eligibility documentation
	Non-Associated Site Agreement (if applicable)
	Pre-Operational Site Visit Form (if applicable)
	These documents must be submitted to HelpDesk.
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	Summary: Steps to Apply for Summer Meals
	CHOOSE PROGRAM
	SFSP, SSO, Extend NSLP

	CHOOSE SITE TYPE
	Open, Open-Restricted, Closed (SFSP, SSO), Rural Non-Congregate

	DOCUMENT AREA ELIGIBILITY
	School Data, Census Data, Participant Income Data (SFSP, SSO)

	DOCUMENT SITE ELIGIBILITY
	Arizona Summer Food Service Site Planner (SFSP, SSO)

	APPLY
	SFSP Prospective Entity Form (Brand New, Prospective COs only)
	CNPWeb Site and Sponsor Applications
	CNP Management Plan and Budget (SFSP only)

	SECTION 1

	Operational Requirements
	SECTION 1

	Promote Summer Meals
	SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM 2026 CAMPAIGN MATERIALS
	The Summer Meals promotional brand will help your community identify that your site is serving summer meals.
	Check out the Summer Food Service Program Promotional Starter Kit!
	Operators may request SFSP physical materials such as large banners, posters, and stickers, and have these items mailed directly. Please fill out the SFSP Toolkit Order Form to request these materials by April 21, 2026.
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	Outreach
	REQUIREMENT
	It is mandatory that SFSP operators inform eligible families of the availability and location of free meals for students when the regular school year ends. Operators must submit a public/media release to a local media source serving the area from which the sites draw attendance. The statement must indicate:
	Summer feeding program participation
	Participating sites
	Dates
	Times
	Locations
	Name of media outlet
	SFAs must inform families of the availability and location of free summer meals when school is not in session even if the school is not operating summer feeding.
	Examples of this could include customization of the Summer SFA Letter to Parents and Guardians to help promote summer feeding or including the link to AZ Health Zone Summer Meals Site Finder on materials viewed by parents such as May menus, the school webpage or a flyer in the front office.
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	And Justice for all Poster
	UPDATING AND DISPLAY REQUIREMENTS
	In accordance with the recent guidance from the USDA regarding Civil Rights (FNS-113), HNS will not issue findings related to the display or updating of the “And Justice for All” poster during monitoring visits at this time.
	Sponsors should continue to ensure the poster is prominently displayed and current. Once USDA releases updated posters or additional direction, this will be a required posting.
	This guidance is subject to change at any time. Please stay informed through HNS communications to monitor any updates to the requirements for the "Justice for All" posters.
	SECTION 1

	Seamless Summer Option (SSO) reviews will be conducted summer following the sponsor’s school year administrative review.


	SFSP State Agency Monitoring
	HNS is required to review:
	new operators at least once during the first year of operation;
	operators with significant operational issues the previous year;
	Inaccurate meal counts and claim consolidation
	Significant or repeated meal pattern violations resulting in meals being disallowed
	Discrepancies in applications involving participating sites and site mealtimes
	all operators once every three years; and
	operators that were previously terminated and have reapplied.
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	SFSP State Agency Monitoring
	State agencies must review a minimum number of sites depending on the size of the sponsoring entity.
	For a complete overview of the SFSP review, check out the:
	Entities with 2-10 sites that operate both congregate and non-congregate SFSP meal service will receive two site reviews. Single-site entities operating congregate and non-congregate meal service will receive only one SFSP site review.

	What to Expect: Summer Food Service Program Administrative Review
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	SFSP Site Monitoring Requirements
	Sponsoring entities must conduct the following visits for new sites, sites that experienced operational problems the previous year, and existing sites that are new to non-congregate meal service:
	Pre-Operational Site Visit
	Initial Site Visit
	Site Review
	EXISTING SITES-SFSP
	Conduct a full site review at each site at least once during the first four weeks of Program operations
	Site Review Form
	SSO Sites - review each site at least once during operation.
	If conducted within the first two weeks of operation, the Initial Site Visit and Site Review may be combined and only the Site Review Form would need to be completed per regulations at (7 CFR 225.15(d)(4)).
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	Professional Development
	SUMMER TRAINING
	Training is required only for new organizations who intend to be an SFSP Sponsor in Summer 2026. Training will be completed during the prospective entity process.
	Orientation for Sponsoring Organizations: SFSP
	Civil Rights Compliance for Child Nutrition Program Operators
	Sponsoring organizations are required to provide training for their administrative and site personnel and must not allow a site to operate until personnel have attended training that covers the purpose of the SFSP, site eligibility, recordkeeping, site operations, meal pattern requirements, and the duties of a monitor.  HNS encourages all new or returning operators to review the online training and register for summer webinars!
	Staying on Track Monthly Webinar Series - occurs on the first Tuesday of every month
	Summer upLIFT webinars - occurs on the third Tuesday of every month
	What You Need to Know about Data & Access to Sun Bucks Benefits Webinar: Registration Link: https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11245
	Summer Feeding Options for Schools Webinar: Registration Link: https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11110
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	Demonstration Project for Non-Congregate Feeding for Outdoor Summer Sites Experiencing Excessive Heat
	OUTDOOR MEAL SITES WITHOUT TEMPERATURE CONTROLLED ALTERNATIVE SITES
	Non-congregate meal service shall be permitted only on days when the National Weather Service has issued a Heat Advisory, an Excessive Heat Warning, or an Excessive Heat Watch for the area in which an approved outdoor meal site is located.
	Operators must notify the ADE HNS prior to the affected meal service by opting into the excessive heat waiver in the CNPWeb application.
	SFSP and NSLP SSO sponsoring entities must complete the non-congregate feeding for outdoor summer sites experiencing excessive heat waiver reporting survey.
	SFSP and NSLP SSO sponsoring entities will utilize the reporting form to report the use of non-congregate feeding for outdoor summer sites experiencing excessive heat. The form will be used to report the site(s), site address(es), date, and number of meals claimed that were taken off-site per each site that is approved to participate.
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	USDA Foods in Schools Program
	USDA FOODS IN THE SUMMER
	SFAs operating SSO or extended NSLP may use any remaining USDA Foods including DoD Fresh!  SFAs operating SFSP will have access to additional SFSP entitlement through DoD Fresh from May until September, and can use any remaining NSLP entitlement until June 30th.
	New operators may contact HNS when requesting access or a new site addition in FFAVORS.
	Existing operators may order in FFAVORS for the sites operating SFSP through the end of summer or until funds are gone.
	For assistance please email USDAFoods@azed.gov.
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	Try it Local
	LOCAL FOOD FOR SCHOOLS IN THE SUMMER!
	How to Receive Try it Local Funding for Eligible Food Purchases

	WHAT IS IT?
	Through Try it Local, schools participating in NSLP can be reimbursed for unprocessed or minimally processed local or regional foods purchased for school meal. Please submit for reimbursement prior to June 30th, 2026.

	HOW DOES IT WORK?
	Purchase minimally processed local or regional foods to be used in school meals.  Submit invoice or receipt to HNS in ADEConnect: CNP Supplemental Payments Receive reimbursement for all qualifying purchased food.

	WHAT ABOUT SUMMER MEALS?
	Seamless Summer Option (SSO) and Extended NSLP operators may continue to be reimbursed through the summer!
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	Taste AZ Promotion
	TRY IT LOCAL WITH THESE MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS
	TASTE
	CONNECT
	WHAT IS IT?
	This promotion showcases Arizona's very own locally grown produce and available food options.

	HOW DOES IT WORK?
	Each month, HNS highlights a locally sourced food that is easily available by providing an informative resource. This includes fun facts, availability timelines, and unique recipes. For April, the spotlight is on BEANS!

	WHY TASTE AZ?
	HNS is thrilled to facilitate connections between SFAs and the farmers and producers who can incorporate these Arizona foods into school meals! This promotion will draw parallels to the Summer Farm Fresh Challenge and will include the logos for Taste, Teach, and/or Connect when the information complements the challenge criteria.
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	Training Webinar
	SUMMER FEEDING OPTIONS FOR SCHOOLS
	For more information, operators are encouraged to register for HNS’ Summer Feeding Options for Schools Webinar.
	HNS will host this webinar on April 16, 2026 and provide a comprehensive overview on understanding congregate and rural non‑congregate summer feeding models, plus we will have guest speakers from the field that have  applied key requirements and best practices for operating rural non‑congregate and traditional congregate programs.
	SUMMER FEEDING OPTIONS FOR SCHOOLS
	1:30 pm, 04/16/2026
	Location: virtual
	Registration Link: https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11110
	Registration is also available in the ADE Professional Learning and Development (APLD).
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	Resource Recap
	LIST OF RESOURCES FOR APPLICATION AND ELIGIBILITY
	Guides and Mappers:
	HNS 03-2026
	Introduction to the Summer Food Service Program Administration Guide
	Summer Feeding Options for Schools
	Summer Meal Service Site Eligibility
	Free and Reduced-Price Percentage Report
	CACFP and SFSP Area Eligibility Mapper
	Arizona Summer Food Service Site Planner

	Forms:
	Non-Associated Site Agreement
	Pre-Operational Site Visit
	Initial Site Visit
	Site Review
	SFSP Prospective Entity Form
	Public/media release

	Training:
	Orientation for Sponsoring Organizations: SFSP
	Civil Rights Compliance for Child Nutrition Program Operators
	What You Need to Know about Data & Access to Sun Bucks Benefits
	What to Expect: Summer Food Service Program Administrative Review
	How to Receive Try it Local Funding for Eligible Food Purchases

	Promotional Materials:
	Summer Food Kick-Off Toolkit!
	Promotional Toolkit Materials
	Summer SFA Letter to Parents and Guardians



	Section 2: SUN Meals To-Go
	SECTION 2

	Rural Non-Congregate Meal Service
	SUN MEALS TO-GO FOR RURAL AREAS
	The Consolidated Appropriations Act established a permanent non-congregate meal service option for rural areas without congregate meal service. 7 CFR 225.2 This non-congregate option intends to assist rural areas that struggle to reach their demographic and increase access to summer meals.
	ADE must ensure the site will not serve an area where children would receive the same meal at an approved congregate meal site, unless it can be demonstrated to the satisfaction of ADE that the site will serve a different group of children who may not be otherwise served. 7 CFR 225.6(h)(3)(iii)
	Non-congregate meal service is not allowed in non-rural areas.
	Each stop along a non-congregate mobile meal pick-up route is considered a site, including stops at parks, local recreation areas, etc.,
	Each stop must be an approved site.
	A child’s residence participating in home delivery is not considered a non-congregate meal site.
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	Is Your Site Designated Rural?
	DOCUMENTING RURAL SITE DESIGNATION
	Operators and HNS will rely on the FNS Rural Designation Map tool to designate sites as rural.
	Documentation must be provided by the operator designating the site as rural, and must include the date that the data was accessed.
	Rural designation documentation must submitted the assigned HNS program specialist with additional application documentation via HelpDesk.
	SFSP rural sites serving congregate meal service and planning to submit claims for the higher rural reimbursement rate will require rural designation documentation.

	RURAL DESIGNATION MAP
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	Is Your Site Designated Rural?
	DOCUMENTING RURAL SITE DESIGNATION
	RURAL DESIGNATION MAP
	A rural site may serve meals as congregate, non-congregate, or both; however, both may not be served in the same meal. The proposed site may only conduct a non-congregate meal service when the site is not providing a congregate meal service. The sponsor must propose an organized and supervised system which prevents overlap between meal services and reasonably ensures children are not receiving more than the daily maximum allowance of meals. 7 CFR 225.6(h)(4)(iii)
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	Rural Non-Congregate Meal Service
	ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR SUN MEALS TO-GO:
	Operators interested in serving non-congregate must:
	be in good standing*;
	be designated as rural;
	must be more than 2 miles away from another site;
	Sites cannot be located in close enough proximity that each site could serve the same children the same meals.
	and be located in an area that is eligible to participate in SFSP or SSO.
	*Good standing means the operator has met its Program responsibilities, is current with its financial obligations, and, if applicable, has fully implemented all corrective actions within the required period of time.
	A site that qualifies for Program participation because it conducts a non-congregate meal service for eligible children in an area that does not meet the definition of area eligible and is not a “camp” could qualify for conditional non-congregate service. Conditional non-congregate meal service can be reimbursed only for meals served to children whose eligibility for Program meals is documented.
	HNS must approve all non-congregate meal services through the summer meals application.
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	Site Eligibility
	SITE PLANNING TOOL
	ADHS has provided the Arizona Summer Food Service Site Planner.  This tool can be used by Operators to evaluate possible site locations using the data layer that shows the rural buffer zone. Sites cannot be located in close enough proximity that each site could serve the same children the same meals. Site proximity must be considered when approving sites during the SFSP sponsor application process.
	Please view the User Guide on the fourth tab of this resource for instruction.
	SECTION 2
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	Non-USPS Sites
	ADDING COORDINATES
	Many sites, particularly those in rural areas, do not have a traditional numbered street address. For example, “1 mile north of HWY 41,” which is insufficient for mapping. As a result, these locations cannot be properly mapped, which led to several sites being omitted in last year’s site mapper.
	To ensure that all eligible sites are accurately represented on the meal site maps, sponsors should provide geographic coordinates (latitude and longitude) in the Address 1 line provided on site applications.
	SECTION 2
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	Non-USPS Sites
	ADDING COORDINATES
	Coordinates may be obtained using any standard mapping tool. For example,
	Open Google Maps on your computer
	Find your site’s location
	Click once where the location is.
	Copy and paste the coordinates found at the bottom of the screen.
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	Applying for Rural Non-Congregate
	APPLICATION AND APPROVAL
	To be approved to serve non-congregate summer meals in area eligible rural locations:
	Complete an SFSP or SSO application through CNPWeb and indicate the intent to either participate as a non-congregate feeding site, or both congregate and non-congregate feeding site.
	HNS will review the application for rural/non-congregate participation to determine if the site is eligible. Once rural designation is determined, area eligibility must also be verified.
	Approved operators must keep non-congregate meal documents separate as these will be reported in the claim.
	Note that site cap (the maximum number of meals that may be claimed at a given site by an SFSP sponsor) will be set for each rural non-congregate site. States must confirm that the site caps reflect eligible children residing in the targeted rural community.
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	Conditional Non-Congregate
	APPLICATION AND APPROVAL
	To be approved to serve non-congregate summer meals in non-area eligible rural locations:
	Operators must certify that they will collect participants' eligibility to support the claim.
	Household applications or income eligibility provided through the school system
	Operators must only claim reimbursement for meals served to eligible participants (children who qualify for free or reduced-price meals).
	Operators must notify participants of the availability of free meals and if a free meal application is needed, as is required for sponsors of camps and closed enrolled sites.
	May charge non-eligible children for meals (without overt identification) or use non-Federal funds to cover the cost of these meals.
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	Rural Non-Congregate
	MEAL SERVICE OPTIONS
	HNS may limit on a case-by-case basis.
	Operators interested in serving non-congregate may offer:
	Meal deliveries on routes or directly to children’s homes;
	Meals delivered directly to children’s homes require written parental consent before providing meals to the children.
	Parent or guardian pick-up;
	Operators must have documented procedures to ensure that meals are only distributed to parents or guardians of eligible children and that duplicate meals are not distributed.
	Multi-day meal service;
	Operators electing this option must have procedures in place that document, to a reasonable extent, that the proper number of meals are distributed to each eligible child. (cannot exceed 10 days max - or 5 if providing bulk items)
	And bulk food items.
	Approved self-preparation operators may provide bulk food items that meet the minimum amounts of each food component of a reimbursable breakfast, lunch, supper, or snack. (Bulk items may not exceed the maximum number of meals that could be served in a 5 calendar day period.)
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	Non-Congregate Meal Service Requirements
	DELIVERY AND PICK-UP REQUIREMENTS
	Parental consent for home delivery:
	Written consent must be obtained prior to home delivery.
	Information to be included in written consent:
	Address, Phone Number, Child(ren)'s name(s)/age(s)
	Language inclusive of establishing both the presence of children in each household as well as the household's consent to receive meals.
	Definition of “Guardian” for the purpose of non-congregate meal pick-up: the adult who is principally responsible for the care of a child on the day of meal service; excluding childcare providers who care for groups of unrelated children formally enrolled in their care.
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	Non-Congregate Meal Service Requirements
	TIME REQUIREMENTS
	Operators interested in serving non-congregate must follow the specific time requirements:
	Meal service times still need to be established for each site.
	HNS must approve any changes in meal service times.
	Breakfast is not required to be served in the morning.
	If a non-congregate breakfast is served after lunch or supper it must be intended for a later date.
	There is no one-hour minimum between the end of one meal and the beginning of another.
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	SUN Meals To-Go Meal Service Procedures
	When electing to use the non-congregate meal service in rural areas options of multi-day meal issuance and parent or guardian meal pick-up, Program operators must develop and maintain procedures to document that meals are only distributed, to a reasonable extent, to eligible children and that duplicate meals are not distributed to any child (7 CFR 225.6(c)(2)(xi)).
	Program operators electing to offer multi-day meal issuance and parent or guardian meal pick-up must submit these procedures, as part of their summer meals application process, to their assigned HNS specialist.
	DEVELOP PROCEDURES FOR NON-CONGREGATE MEAL SERVICE
	INCLUDE STEP-BY-STEP PROCESS OF MEAL SERVICE AND CLAIMING
	SEND PROCEDURES TO ASSIGNED HNS SPECIALIST WITH ANY ADDITIONAL APPLICATION DOCUMENTATION
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	Food Safety for Summer Meals
	SUN MEALS TO-GO FOOD SAFETY
	State and local health and food safety requirements must be met and instructions on at-home storage and preparation must be provided when applicable.
	Operators providing non-congregate meal service in rural areas should prepare a food safety plan to ensure the meal service will be conducted safely.
	All food service staff must be trained on Program operations, which include local health, food safety, and sanitation guidelines.

	COMMUNITY FEEDING SITES FOOD SAFETY
	These resources provide food safety best practices for summer meals served by community operations, including in non-congregate settings.
	https://www.fns.usda.gov/fs/safe-summer-meals
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	Civil Rights Compliance
	As reviewed in slide 39, in accordance with the recent guidance from the USDA regarding Civil Rights (FNS-113), HNS will not issue findings related to the display or updating of the “And Justice for All” poster during monitoring visits at this time.
	HNS recommends Sponsors maintain compliance with civil rights requirements by including a printed copy of USDA’s Nondiscrimination Statement (NDS) with the meals each time meals are delivered.
	The full NDS must be used to appropriately meet the public notification requirement, which includes advising participants of their program rights and responsibilities and program discrimination complaints.
	SECTION 2


	Additional Sponsor Responsibilities
	Offer Versus Serve
	SFAs may use OVS when providing non-congregate meal service.

	Off-Site Consumption of Food Items
	The flexibility to allow children to take specific food items for off-site consumption only applies to congregate meal service.

	Free Meal Policy Statement
	Conditional non-congregate sites are exempt from including a statement that meals served are free at all sites. Conditional non-congregate sites that charge separately for meals must also include specific eligibility information in the policy statement, and that each operator of a conditional non-congregate site must submit a copy of its hearing procedures with its application.

	Training
	Congregate and non-congregate meal service operations are required components in the sponsor Program training sessions for its administrative and site personnel prior to the operation of a site’s first meal service.

	Meal Ordering and Second Meals
	Limits reimbursement of second meals to congregate meal service. State agencies must disallow claims if it is determined that a sponsor served second meals as part of a non-congregate meal service.
	SECTION 2



	Applying for Non-Congregate Feeding
	SUMMARY
	DOCUMENT ELIGIBILITY
	Rural Designation using the Rural Designation Map
	Area Eligibility with School Data, Census Data, Participant Income Data
	Site Eligibility with AZ Summer Food Service Site Planner

	INDICATE INTENT TO PARTICIATE IN CNPWEB APPLICATION
	SET SITE CAPS
	DETERMINE MEAL SERVICE OPTIONS
	Meal Pick-up, Home Delivery, Mobile Routes, Bulk (up to 5 days), Multi-day (up to 10 days)

	DOCUMENT CONSENTS AND PROCEDURES (AS NEEDED)
	KEEP NON-CONGREGATE MEAL COUNTS SEPERATE FOR CLAIMING
	SECTION 2


	Resource Recap
	LIST OF RESOURCES FOR NON-CONGREGATE FEEDING
	Mappers:
	Rural Designation Map
	Arizona Summer Food Service Site Planner

	Food Safety:
	https://www.fns.usda.gov/fs/safe-summer-meals

	Civil Rights:
	USDA’s Nondiscrimination Statement (NDS)

	HNS Resources:
	Quick Guide: Offering a Non-Congregate Summer Meal Service
	Operating Both Congregate and Non-Congregate at the Same Site
	Six Reasons to Offer Rural Non-Congregate Summer Meals



	Section 3  SUN Bucks Summer-EBT
	SECTION 3

	HNS SUN Bucks Memorandums
	HNS 04-2026: 2026 SUMMER EBT SUN BUCKS PROGRAM AND REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL FOOD AUTHORITIES
	The purpose of this memorandum is to provide important information for School Food Authorities (SFA) regarding the 2026 Summer EBT SUN Bucks program, eligibility requirements, and SFA’s role in reporting student enrollment and free and reduced-price eligibility information to the Arizona Department of Education (ADE). This memorandum also reminds SFAs of the available SUN Bucks training and resources available to assist with reporting accurate student data and communicating with student households regarding the 2026 SUN Bucks program.
	SECTION 3


	ADDITIONAL SUMMER FEEDING OPTION
	SUN Bucks, or the Summer Electronic Benefit Transfer Program (Summer-EBT) adds an additional supplement to the summer meals programs by providing grocery-buying benefits to low-income families with school-aged children when schools are closed for the summer. Households are issued the $120 food assistance benefit for each eligible child.
	Notably, families can benefit from SUN Bucks alongside other programs like SNAP, WIC, and the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)/Seamless Summer Option (SSO).
	SECTION 3


	Who is eligible for SUN Bucks?
	School-age children between 6 and 16 years old, who participate in SNAP, TANF, FDPIR, or Medicaid with a household income at or below 185% of the federal poverty level, or who qualify as McKinney-Vento homeless, migrant, or foster, between July 1, 2025-August 3, 2026, may be eligible.
	Children enrolled for at least one day in schools that offer the National School Lunch or Breakfast Program; AND that qualify for free or reduced-price meals based on household income, receive SNAP, TANF, FDPIR, or Medicaid, Migrant, Foster, or in a Head Start Program.
	SECTION 3


	SUN Bucks Benefits Eligibility
	This chart provides a very basic overview of student eligibility requirements for SUN Bucks benefits.
	SFAs are encouraged to connect with their assigned HNS Specialist with questions.
	Parents and Families are encouraged to connect with their school contact or visit azed.gov/SUNBucks for more information.
	Streamlined Eligible:  Received benefits under SNAP, TANF, FDPIR, Medicaid (with a reported household income at or below 185% of the federal poverty level), Foster, McKinney-Vento Homeless, Migrant, or Head Start. Please note, a match in Foster, Migrant, or Homeless does not extend free meal or SUN Bucks benefits to other household members.
	*The eligibility period for SUN Bucks changes each year, please visit azed.gov/SUNBucks for more information.
	Enrolled in an NLP School for at least one instructional school day between July 1 - June 30  (Not Operating a Special Provision Option or in a Provision 2 or 3 Base Year)
	Direct Certification Match or Extended Match
	Free or Reduced by Income Eligibility Application
	SUN Bucks Application
	Enrolled in an NSLP School operating a Special Provision Option (CEP or Provision Non-Base Year) for at least one instructional school day between July 1 - June 30

	Direct Certification Match or Extended Match
	SUN Bucks Application
	Enrolled in a Non-NSLP School

	Streamlined Eligible
	Ages 6-16 during the SUN Bucks Eligibility Period*
	OR
	OR
	OR
	SECTION 3
	SUN Bucks Benefits: Actions Required by the SFA



	What actions are required by SFAs?
	REPORTING STUDENT DATA AND ELIGIBILITY
	SFAs’ primary responsibility for the SUN Bucks Program is ensuring accurate student-level enrollment and free and reduced-price eligibility is provided to ADE via the CNP Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal in ADEConnect annually.

	PROMOTING SUN BUCKS
	Additionally, SFAs are responsible for promoting SUN Bucks and distributing ADE’s SUN Bucks Household application to families who are not automatically certified as eligible for the SUN Bucks benefit but who would otherwise qualify.
	SECTION 3
	How to Report Students for Summer-EBT in the CNP Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal



	Reporting Students for SUN Bucks Benefits
	CNP SUMMER EBT - SUN BUCKS DATA PORTAL
	SFAs are responsible for reporting any NSLP/SBP enrolled students not reported in AzEDS for SUN Bucks/Summer Electronic Benefit Transfer (SEBT) and ensuring all eligible student data elements are accurate annually online in ADEConnect - CNP Summer EBT- SUN Bucks Data Portal.
	HNS has created a quick guide resource that will take the SFA step-by-step through the process of reporting all students in this data portal for maximum access to SUN Bucks benefits.
	SECTION 3


	How do families apply for SUN Bucks?
	SUN Bucks benefits will be automatic for most students who qualify for benefits. However, students who were enrolled for a minimum of one instructional school day and were not previously certified as eligible for free or reduced-price meals AND/OR students who were enrolled in an NSLP/SBP participating school that did not distribute NSLP household applications and therefore could not be determined eligible through the application could still potentially receive SUN Bucks benefits! These individuals are encouraged to submit a SUN Bucks Application to ADE.
	The SUN Bucks Application for this program year is currently available through the Arizona Department of Education’s Health and Nutrition Services website. In order to apply online, the applicant will first complete the SUN Bucks Eligibility Screener Guide (English or Spanish version) to determine if the child will receive benefits automatically. There is also a paper SUN Bucks application that can be accessed via the website.
	SECTION 3


	Eligibility Reporting and SPO Operators
	Students who are enrolled in schools that operate Special Provision Option (SPO) like the Community Eligibility Provision or Provision 2 or 3 non-base year do not have the opportunity to submit school meal applications. If a student does NOT meet the following, they should be provided the SUN Bucks application.
	Match results from the CNP Direct Certification system
	Extended Direct Certification Match results
	SPO operators with students that are extended DC matches, will need to track and upload these extended eligibles manually in the portal.
	How will the other students who are eligible receive SUN Bucks benefits?
	These families will need to fill out a SUN Bucks Application
	*The ‘No Meal Application, No Problem’ resource for SPO operators contains a QR code linked to the SUN Bucks application.
	SECTION 3


	SUN Bucks Household Application
	The SUN Bucks application is available annually at azed.gov/SUNBucks - Applying for SUN Bucks.
	School Food Authorities (SFAs) are required to:
	Ensure the application is available to households that believe they qualify for the SUN Bucks benefit but were not identified as eligible by the SFA.
	Ensure students attending schools that operate Special Provision Options have access to the SUN Bucks Household application if they do not match in CNP Direct Certification.
	Eligible households may:
	Complete and submit the 2026 SUN Bucks Application to the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) by August 3, 2026 (subject to date change)
	Expect ADE to process the application and subsequently notify the household of approval/denial of benefits.
	SECTION 3


	SUN Bucks Household Application
	APPLICANT MUST FILL OUT THE SUN BUCKS ELIGIBILITY SCREENER GUIDE
	The SUN Bucks Eligibility Screener Guide (English or Spanish version) will determine if a child will receive benefits automatically. Completion of the eligibility screener will provide the link to the SUN Bucks household application if applicable.

	APPLICANT MUST FILL OUT ALL REQUIRED FIELDS
	The following information will be collected when completing the SUN Bucks application:
	Custodial parent name;
	Contact information including address;
	Each child's name, school, grade, and birth date;
	All household members;
	Gross income information for each household member and child (if applicable for child);
	SNAP, TANF, FDPIR case number if household participates; and,
	Signature and attesting to information on the application.
	SECTION 3



	SUN Bucks Household Application
	THE APPLICATION WILL BE PROCESSED AND BENEFITS WILL BE GIVEN TO ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS
	SUN Bucks Household Applications will be submitted to and processed by ADE. These applications must be submitted to ADE by August 3, 2026. This date is subject to change.
	This date is subject to change anually.
	SUN Bucks parent hotline/phone number:  833-648-4406
	SUN Bucks email address: SUNBucks@azed.gov
	SUN Bucks website for households: https://www.azed.gov/SUNBucks
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	Training Webinar
	WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DATA AND ACCESS TO SUN BUCKS BENEFITS
	For detailed information, operators are encouraged to register for HNS’ What You Need to Know About Data and Access to SUN Bucks Benefits webinar. For those that can’t make it, HNS will make the recording available following the live webinar.
	HNS will host this webinar on April 14, 2026 and provide a comprehensive overview of USDA’s guidelines for data management and access to SUN Bucks benefits.
	WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DATA AND ACCESS TO SUN BUCKS BENEFITS
	1:30 pm, 04/14/2026
	Location: virtual
	Registration Link: https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=11245
	Registration is also available in the ADE Professional Learning and Development (APLD).
	SECTION 3




	Resource Recap
	HERE IS A LIST OF RESOURCES FOR SUN BUCKS
	Memorandums:
	HNS 04-2026: 2026 Summer EBT SUN Bucks School Food Authority Requirements and Information

	Trainings:
	Quick Guide: How to Report Students in the SUN Bucks Portal

	Resources:
	SUN Bucks Benefits: Actions Required by the SFA
	No Meal Application, No Problem

	Applications and Systems:
	CNP Summer EBT - SUN Bucks - SFA Data Portal in ADEConnect
	SUN Bucks Household Application



	Section 4  Nutrition Promotion during Summer Meal Service
	SECTION 4

	Farm to Summer Challenge
	THE SUMMER 2026 FARM FRESH CHALLENGE
	This challenge is an HNS initiative designed to empower summer program operators to cultivate excitement around fresh and locally sourced foods. Participating operators must complete a series of challenges that promote the tasting, teaching, and connection of participants to foods local to Arizona. Be on the lookout for Farm to Summer Challenge communications!
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	Turnip the Beet
	AWARD FOR HIGH-QUALITY SUMMER MEALS
	All Summer Meal Programs sponsors, including SFSP sponsors and NSLP SSO sponsors, may be eligible for a Turnip the Beet Award by self-nominating or being nominated.
	USDA's Turnip the Beet Award recognizes outstanding Summer Meal Program sponsors who work hard to offer high-quality meals that are appetizing, appealing, and nutritious.
	Winners will receive a certificate and will be nationally recognized and featured on the Turnip the Beet webpage.
	SECTION 4



	upLIFT
	UPLIFT WEBINAR SERIES
	The monthly webinar series focuses on sharing relevant nutrition knowledge as well as standout stories from the field on successful service models, inspiring menu ideas, and tips and tricks to implement nutrition initiatives in schools! These webinars are intended to provide you with real, applicable, and helpful information that you can use to operate the best school food service program possible at your sites this year!
	Summer upLIFT webinars:
	April 21, 2026: Creating Confidence in the Kitchen: Scratch Cooking Edition
	May 19, 2026: Taste Testing and Feedback: Involving Students to Improve Meal Programs
	June 16, 2026: Parent Involvement: Encouraging Family Participation in School Nutrition
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	Summer Feeding Plan Survey
	PY 26 SUMMER FEEDING PLANS
	Please take a minute to fill the Summer Feeding Plans Survey to help HNS connect operators that have sponsored summer feeding sites in the past with sites seeking sponsorship this year.
	SECTION 4



	Resource Recap
	LIST OF RESOURCES FOR SUMMER NUTRITION PROMOTION
	Surveys:
	Summer Feeding Plans Survey

	Websites:
	Nutrition Promotion Accordion on the Summer Meals Website
	upLIFT Website



	Join Us Next Month!
	Staying On Track: May

	Thank you!
	PLEASE PUT QUESTIONS IN THE Q&A

	Certificate
	Requesting a training certificate Please click the button to complete a brief survey about this online training. Once the survey is complete, you will be able to print your certificate of completion from Survey Monkey.
	TAKE SURVEY
	Take Survey
	Training Title: Staying on Track: April 2026
	Length: 1 hour

	In accordance with federal civil rights law and USDA civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its agencies, offices, employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.
	Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the state or local agency that administers the program or contact USDA through the Telecommunications Relay Service at 711 (voice and TTY). Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.
	To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:
	Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Mail Stop 9410, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
	Fax: (202) 690-7442; or
	Email: program.intake@usda.gov.
	USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

