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This training was developed by the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) Health and Nutrition Services
Division (HNS). The content in this training is intended for professionals operating one or more USDA Child
Nutrition Programs in Arizona under the direction of ADE. The information in this training is subject to
change. Attendees are encouraged to access professional development materials directly from the
training library to prevent use of outdated content. 

Disclaimer 



Intended Audience

Objectives

This training is intended for School Food Authorities
(SFAs) operating the National School Lunch Program
(NSLP). All regulations are specific to operating Child
Nutrition Programs under the direction of ADE.

This webinar will:

TRAINING HOURS
Information to include when documenting
training completion:

Training Title: What you need to
know about Data & Access to SUN
Bucks Benefits

Key Area: Not Applicable

Learning Code: Not Applicable

Length: 1 hour
Explain the annual reporting responsibilities of
SFAs for SUN Bucks.
Ensure SUN Bucks program information is
understood.
Allow HNS to provide detailed training on AzEDS
data and eligibility designations.
Provide program directors an opportunity to ask
for clarifications.



INTRODUCTION WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DATA & ACCESS TO SUN BUCKS BENEFITS

Questions can be asked in the Q&A at any
time.

Once the webinar concludes, HNS will
compile all the questions received and create
a follow-up Q&A document that will address
all questions.

If you require additional assistance following
HNS's communication, please reach out to
your HNS Specialist through HelpDesk.

Questions

Use the Q&A to
ask a question.  



Agenda
Section 1: SUN Bucks Basics

Section 2: Automatic SUN Bucks Eligibility and AzEDS Data including Eligibility Designations

Section 3: Reporting actions required by SFAs

Section 4: Applying for SUN Bucks: Household Applications



SUN Bucks
Basics

SECTION 1



SUN Bucks
ADDITIONAL SUMMER FEEDING OPTION

SUN Bucks, or the Summer Electronic Benefit Transfer Program
(Summer-EBT), adds an additional supplement to the summer
meals programs by providing grocery-buying benefits to low-
income families with school-aged children when schools are
closed for the summer. Households are issued the $120 food
assistance benefit for each eligible child.

Notably, families can benefit from SUN Bucks alongside other
programs like SNAP, WIC, and the Summer Food Service
Program (SFSP)/Seamless Summer Option (SSO).

For more information, please visit Health and Nutrition Services
SUN Bucks webpage.

https://www.azed.gov/SUNBucks
https://www.azed.gov/SUNBucks


SUN Bucks Benefits Eligibility

This chart provides a very basic overview of student
eligibility requirements for SUN Bucks benefits.

SFAs are encouraged to connect with their assigned HNS
Specialist with questions.

Parents and Families are encouraged to connect with their
school contact or visit azed.gov/SUNBucks for more

information.

Streamlined Eligible:  Received benefits under SNAP, TANF,
FDPIR, Medicaid (with a reported household income at or
below 185% of the federal poverty level), Foster, McKinney-

Vento Homeless, Migrant, or Head Start. Please note, a
match in Foster, Migrant, or Homeless does not extend free
meal or SUN Bucks benefits to other household members. 

*The eligibility period for SUN Bucks changes each year,
please visit azed.gov/SUNBucks for more information.

Enrolled in an NSLP School
for at least one instructional
school day between July 1 -

June 30 
(Not Operating a Special
Provision Option or in a

Provision 2 or 3 Base Year)

Direct Certification Match or
Extended Match

Free or Reduced by Income
Eligibility Application

SUN Bucks Application

Enrolled in an NSLP School
operating a Special

Provision Option (CEP or
Provision Non-Base Year) for

at least one instructional
school day between July 1 -

June 30 

Direct Certification Match or
Extended Match

SUN Bucks Application

Enrolled in a Non-NSLP
School 

Streamlined Eligible

Ages 6-16 during the SUN Bucks
Eligibility Period*

OR

OR

OR

&

 The last day of the summer operational period is August 3, 2026.
**Students who attend a school operating CEP or Provision 2/ 3 are not certified as free or reduced-price based on an NSLP Household Application and therefore must
submit a SUN Bucks application if they are not directly certified.

*

https://www.azed.gov/SUNBucks
https://www.azed.gov/SUNBucks


Demonstration projects showed summer
grocery benefits reduced child hunger by 33%. 

In summer 2025:
 646,932 Arizona children received
$77,631,840 in SUN Bucks benefits!

WE KNOW IT WORKS!

As a direct result from all of the hard work of Arizona SFAs promoting SUN
Bucks, in summer of 2025, more than 2,300 households submitted applications
to ADE.



Automatic SUN
Bucks Eligibility
and AzEDS Data
including
Eligibility
Designations

SECTION 2



Be enrolled and have attended at least one instructional school day at an NSLP/SBP
participating site during School Year 2025-2026. 
AND                                                                    
Meet one or more of the following eligibility criteria for at least one day beginning on July 1,
2025 through August 3, 2026: 

Reside in a household that participates in SNAP, TANF, FDPIR, and/or income-based
Medicaid (for Medicaid, household income provided must be at or below 185% of the
federal poverty level);
Qualify as a foster child, be certified under the McKinney Vento Homeless Assistance Act
as a homeless or an unaccompanied youth, or under the Migrant Education Program,
and/or be enrolled in a NSLP/SBP participating Federal Head Start Program; 
Be certified eligible for free or reduced-price meals based on an NSLP household
application.

Collecting SUN Bucks Data
AUTOMATIC ELIGIBILITY
SUN Bucks benefits can be provided to eligible children who meet the following criteria:



The SSFSPA Eligibility Source report must accurately reflect the methodology employed to determine
eligibility status. The following sources may be utilized to establish eligibility for the National School Lunch
Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP):

Eligibility Determination Criteria:
NSLP Household Application = “USDA Application”
Participation in nutrition assistance = “Direct Certification”
LEA documentation indicating child is foster, homeless, runaway or migrant = “Other Source”

(Will NOT pre-populate eligibility in CNP Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal)

Student School Food Service Program
Association Data Eligibility Source Report

For any inquiries regarding the reporting of the Student School Food Service Program Association data,
NSLP/SBP eligibility determinations, or issues related to the confidentiality and disclosure of NSLP/SBP
eligibility data, NSLP/SBP operators are encouraged to contact their designated program specialist within the
Health and Nutrition Services (HNS) Division.

AUTOMATIC ELIGIBILITY

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/07/SP36-2017_CACFP15-2017_SFSP11-2017a1.pdf?id=595e4a163217e115acbc32bd
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/07/SP36-2017_CACFP15-2017_SFSP11-2017a1.pdf?id=595e4a163217e115acbc32bd
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/07/SP36-2017_CACFP15-2017_SFSP11-2017a1.pdf?id=595e4a163217e115acbc32bd


“USDA Application” Eligibility Source

The CNP Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal will only
extract free and reduced-price status from the source
“USDA Application” for students who were enrolled in
schools that operate regular NSLP or a Provision 2 or 3
base year. The data portal will not extract free or
reduced-price status from the Student School Food
Service Program Association for schools operating
Special Provision Options (SPOs), the Community
Eligibility Provision (CEP) or Provision 2 or 3 non-base
year, as operating those provisions do not require use of
the USDA Application. The USDA Application is the NSLP
Household Application. 

AUTOMATIC ELIGIBILITY



“Other Source” Categorical Eligibility Source  
The CNP Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal will NOT extract free and reduced-price status from the
Student School Food Service Program Association source “Categorical Eligibility based on Other Source.”
Students who are assigned benefits based on this source classification will need to be manually
uploaded into the CNP Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal, as this information will NOT pre-populate.  

Other Source eligibility is assigned to:
FDPIR participation list from participating ITOs
LEA documented foster, homeless, migrant, or runaway students
Head Start roster students 

Other students who will have to be MANUALLY UPLOADED to the CNP Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal:
Extended Direct Certification Matches

If a student does not appear as an actual match in CNP Direct Certification, their eligibility will need to be
manually uploaded.



2026 Data Updates  
SCHOOLS OPERATING REGULAR NSLP OR A
PROVISION 2 OR 3 BASE YEAR

Student Food Service Program Association (SSFSPA) in
AzEDS:

Eligibility status and source of eligibility for all enrolled
students in both the NSLP and SBP must be reported

Focuses on eligibility determination for free and reduced-
price meals under NSLP and SBP.

ONLY data from the “USDA Application” source and the CNP
Direct Certification match source will pre-populate the CNP
Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR
DATA REPORTING?

Free and Reduced-Price status from
AzEDS will be populated in the CNP
Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal
when it is from the source of "USDA
Application" from schools operating
regular NSLP or provision base years. 

Matches from CNP Direct Certification will
also auto-populate eligibility in the CNP
Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal.
Extended DC Matches will not pre-
populate.

Students who are reported as eligible
from “Other Source” will not be pre-
poluated in the portal and these students’
eligibility must be uploaded.



2026 Data Updates  
SCHOOLS OPERATING SPECIAL PROVISION
OPTIONS (SPO): COMMUNITY ELIGIBILITY
PROVISION (CEP) OR PROVISION 2 OR 3
NON-BASE YEAR

While students in a school operating a Special Provision
Option (SPO): Community Eligibility Provision (CEP),
Provision 2 or Provision 3 non-base year, receive free meals,
this does not count as a designation for SUN Bucks eligibility.
SUN Bucks eligibility will only be granted with Direct
Certification (DC) matches and extended DC matches for
those operating SPOs. ALL other students who DO NOT
match will need to submit a SUN Bucks application. 

SPO operators with students who are extended DC matches
will need to track and upload these extended eligibles
manually in the portal. 

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR
DATA REPORTING?

Matches from CNP Direct Certification
will auto-populate eligibility in the CNP
Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal. 

Students with eligibility from extended
household matching must be
uploaded.

All other students will need to be
provided a SUN Bucks Application and
must apply for SUN Bucks benefits.

The Alternative Form for Income-based
Eligibility (Indicators 1 and 2) is NOT a
source for reporting to Student School
Food Service Program Association OR
determining SUN Bucks eligibility.



Students who are enrolled in schools that operate Special Provision Option
(SPO) like the Community Eligibility Provision or Provision 2 or 3 non-base
year do not have the opportunity to submit school meal applications. If a
student does NOT meet the following, they should be provided the SUN
Bucks application.

Match from the CNP Direct Certification system
Extended Direct Certification Match results

SPO operators with students who are extended DC matches must
track and upload these extended eligibles manually in the portal. 

Eligibility Reporting and SPO Operators

How will the other students who are eligible receive SUN Bucks benefits? 
These families will need to fill out a SUN Bucks Application

*The ‘No Meal Application, No Problem’ resource for SPO operators
contains a QR code linked to the SUN Bucks application. 

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/No%20Application%20No%20Problem.pdf


Eligibility Identified
Free/Reduced eligibility for SUN Bucks is identified
through:

Direct Certification
Reporting from AzEDS (SSFSPA)

SUN Bucks Data Pre-Population
How the Data Flows into the Data Portal 

Student Data Reported
Enrollment and student information reported to
AzEDS populates the CNP Summer EBT - SUN Bucks
Data Portal. Non-AzEDS students must be uploaded.

Students Pre-Populated
Eligible students (via Direct Certification matches and USDA
Applications) are automatically populated in the CNP
Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal for processing. SUN Bucks & AzEDs: Flow of Student Eligibility Data

Key Takeaway
SUN Bucks eligibility data is automatically populated
with AzEDS enrollment data, and from USDA
Application eligibles and Direct Certification matches
in the SSFSPA. 

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/SUN%20Bucks%20%26%20AzEDs%20Flow%20of%20Data.pdf


Student Enrollment and Eligibility Data Flow

Summer EBT Benefits to Families

AzEDS Reported Student Enrollment Transferred to CNP Summer EBT - SUN Bucks 

 Eligibility Transferred into CNP Summer EBT - SUN
Bucks Data Portal from Student School Food

Service Program Association (SSFSPA) in AzEDS and
CNP Direct Certification

USDA Application (Free, Reduced-Price)
CNP Direct Certification Matches

Schools Operating Special Provision Options (SPO):
Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) or Provision 2

or 3 Non-Base Year

 SFA must Upload Enrollment and Flag Eligibility 
Non-AzEDS Students

Data Sharing - ADE Provides DES the list of Eligible Children

Eligibility Transferred into CNP Summer EBT - SUN
Bucks Data Portal

CNP Direct Certification Matches

 SFA must Update Eligibility as Applicable
Students meeting the definition of Other Source
Categorically Eligible if not already pre-populated
eligible
Extended CNP Direct Certification matches if not
already pre-populated eligible

 SFA must Update Eligibility as Applicable
Students meeting the definition of Other Source
Categorically Eligible if not already pre-populated
eligible
Extended CNP Direct Certification matches if not
already pre-populated eligible

ANY students not reported should be provided with a SUN Bucks Application

 SFA must Upload Enrollment and Flag Eligibility 
Non-AzEDS Students

Schools Operating Regular NSLP or a Provision 2 or
3 Base Year 

If you have questions about your Student
Information System (SIS), please
continue to work with your SIS data
coordinators.



Quiz Time
True or False. All students attending schools that participate in CEP are automatically eligible for SUN
Bucks.

A

B

True

False



B

True

False

Quiz Time
True or False. All students attending schools that participate in CEP are automatically eligible for SUN
Bucks.

A

Only students attending a CEP school who are a match in CNP Direct Certification are
automatically eligible. If a student is a DC extended match or meets the definition of
other source categorically eligible, the SFA must update the student in the CNP
Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal.
All other students who may be eligible will need to submit a SUN Bucks application.



Quiz Time
True or False. Students who are eligible for SUN Bucks because they are an extended benefit of SNAP,
TANF, FDPIR, or Medicaid (Free/Reduced-Price) or meet “Other Source” categorical eligibility need to be
manually updated/uploaded in the CNP Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal by the SFA.

A

B

True

False



B

True

False

Quiz Time
True or False. Students who are eligible for SUN Bucks because they are an extended benefit of SNAP,
TANF, FDPIR, or Medicaid (Free/Reduced-Price) or meet “Other Source” categorical eligibility need to be
manually updated/uploaded in the CNP Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal by the SFA.

A

All students who are eligible for SUN Bucks by “Other Source” as well as
those who are extended Direct Certification matches, must be manually
uploaded/updated in the CNP Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal, as
their eligibility will not be pre-populated.



Reporting
Actions
Required by
SFAs

SECTION 3



PROMOTING SUN BUCKS
Additionally, SFAs are responsible for promoting SUN Bucks and
distributing ADE’s SUN Bucks Household application to families
who are not automatically certified as eligible for the SUN Bucks
benefit but who would otherwise qualify. 

2

1
REPORTING STUDENT DATA AND ELIGIBILITY
SFAs’ primary responsibility for the SUN Bucks Program is
ensuring accurate student-level enrollment and free and
reduced-price eligibility data is provided to ADE via the CNP
Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal in ADEConnect annually.

What actions are
required by SFAs?

SUN Bucks Benefits: Actions Required by
the SFA

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/SUN%20Bucks%20Benefits%20Actions%20Required%20by%20the%20SFA.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/SUN%20Bucks%20Benefits%20Actions%20Required%20by%20the%20SFA.pdf


To access the Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal:

Log into ADEConnect
Select Applications
Select CNP Summer EBT - SUN Bucks from the list of applications

The Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal will load. Once loaded, select
SUN Bucks in the top left corner to enter the portal.

Accessing the CNP Summer
EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal
LOGGING IN

If CNP Summer EBT - SUN Bucks is not a listed application, you must
request access from your Entity Administrator. For assistance, please use
ADEConnect's Quick Guides.

https://adeconnect.azed.gov/Faq


SFAs are responsible for:
Ensuring all eligible student data elements are accurate annually in
the online ADEConnect Application - CNP Summer EBT- SUN Bucks
Data Portal.  
Reporting any NSLP/SBP enrolled students not reported in AzEDS
for SUN Bucks/Summer Electronic Benefit Transfer (SEBT).

HNS has created a quick guide resource that will take the SFA step-by-
step through the process of reporting all students in this portal for
maximum access to SUN Bucks benefits. 

Reporting Students for
SUN Bucks Benefits
CNP SUMMER EBT - SUN BUCKS DATA PORTAL

Resources for SUN Bucks can be found here: 

How to Report Students for Summer-EBT in the
CNP Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal 

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/How%20to%20Report%20Students%20for%20Summer%20EBT_0.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/How%20to%20Report%20Students%20for%20Summer%20EBT_0.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/How%20to%20Report%20Students%20for%20Summer%20EBT_0.pdf


Once the SFA is logged into the CNP Summer EBT
- SUN Bucks Data Portal, they will have the ability
to manage their list of enrolled and eligible
students. This includes the ability to view, edit, and
delete certain records for:

Managing Student
Information
ACCESSING S-EBT SUN BUCKS
ENROLLMENTS AND ELIGIBLES

Pre-Populated
Data
THE PRE-POPULATED DATA IN THE
PORTAL WILL INCLUDE:

Enrollment, student information, custodial
parent/guardian information, and mailing/home
address are derived from AzEDS reporting
Free and Reduced-Price status from the source of
USDA Application (from SSFSPA)
Any student found as a match in CNP Direct
Certification (from CNP Direct Certification)

SFAs should ensure that pre-populated data is consistent
with their records and ensure this data contains correct
student information. Student eligibility that pre-
populates as ELIGIBLE cannot be edited.

Students enrolled in SFA/reported as
participating in the NSLP (reflective of July 1 -
June 30); and,
Student’s SUN Bucks eligibility.



Pre-School Students

1

Head Start Students

2

Students enrolled in schools
that are not State Schools 

3

Children who DO NOT have a
State Student ID (SSID)

4

WHAT IS A NON-AZEDS STUDENT?
Students who are not reported to ADE AzEDs in the Student Information System (SIS)

Last summer, SFAs coded more than 18,500 Non-AzEDs
NSLP/SBP students as S-EBT eligible allowing them to receive the
SUN Bucks benefit! Your hard work paid off!



To report Non-AzEDS Students for SUN Bucks, you should follow these steps:

1.Ensure access to CNP Summer – EBT SUN Bucks – SFA, an application in ADEConnect.
2. Identify Non-AzEDS Students enrolled in the NSLP school and not reported to the AzED: Gather a list

of students who do not have an Arizona State Student ID.
3.Data Collection: View the guide How to Report Students for Summer-EBT in the CNP Summer EBT-

SUN Bucks Data Portal AND the required fields on the Summer EBT Student List File Upload Template
found in the CNP Summer – EBT SUN Bucks Data Portal for SFAs.

4.Reporting Format: Prepare the report in the required format on the template. Ensure all required
fields are completed.

5.Submission: Upload the template. Should formatting errors occur, please update your template and
try again.

6.To Follow-Up: After submission, be available for any questions or clarifications that may arise regarding
your report.

Make sure to maintain confidentiality and comply with any applicable laws regarding student data.

How to Report Non-AzEDS Students



Students with an SSID number who were not
enrolled in an AzEDS reporting school during the
school year must be manually entered.

Additionally, Bureau of Indian Education schools,
private schools, and schools with pre-K or
federally funded Head Start students must
ensure the student level enrollment and free
and reduced-price eligibility data is submitted to
ADE via this data portal.
Students identified as “Other Source”
catagorically eligible will be listed in the portal
but need their eligibility updated.
CNP Direct Certification extended household
matches will be listed in the portal but need
their eligibility updated.

Manual Data Entry REQUIRED STUDENT INFORMATION:

State Student ID – If Available 
SFA Student ID - Required if no State Student ID is
Provided
Student’s Last Name – Required  
Student’s First Name – Required  
Student’s Middle Name – Optional  
Student’s Date of Birth – Required  
Student’s Sex – Required  
School CTDS - Required (File upload only) 
Enrollment Start Date - Required  
Enrollment End Date - Required 
Parent/Guardian Last Name* - Legal Name Required 
Parent/Guardian First Name* - Legal Name Required 
Address, City, State, Zip – At least one address is
required



STUDENT ENROLLMENT DATES 

STUDENT BIRTH DATE

Data Required to Administer Benefits to
Eligible Students

CUSTODIAL PARENT INFORMATION AND
MAILING ADDRESS

NSLP ELIGIBILITY STATUS: FREE OR
REDUCED 

For AzEDS students this is generated from the SIS and will
transfer into the CNP Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal.
Non-AzEDS student enrollment and information must be
uploaded.

If not pre-populated into the data portal from
SSFSP or CNP Direct Certif ication, this will
need to be edited in the CNP Summer EBT -
SUN Bucks Data Portal. Non-AzEDS student
eligibility must be uploaded.



Once in the portal, click on ‘Upload List of Students’

Download Example Excel Spreadsheet 
template.

Fill out the spreadsheet with all required sections and save the
completed file onto your computer in .xlsx format (can be for
multiple schools).
Read Attestation Statement and click 'I agree'.
Click 'Choose File' and upload completed excel file with list of
multiple students and student information.
Click 'Upload'.

Once in the portal, click on ‘Add Student’

Fill out required information

Click “Save”

Adding Individual
Students
MANUAL DATA ENTRY

Adding Multiple
Students via Spreadsheet
UPLOADING A SPREADSHEET

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fazedcnpsummerebttestaps.azurewebsites.net%2FSummerEBTStudentListFileUploadTemplate.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK


     View / Edit

   Remove

To edit or remove student information in the Summer EBT - SUN Bucks
Data Portal:

Click on the blue ‘View/Edit’ button
Click on the red ‘Remove’ button

Editing or Removing
Student Information
PRE-POPULATED STUDENTS MAY NOT BE
REMOVED AND ONLY THEIR CONTACT
INFORMATION CAN BE EDITED

Any information edited in the Summer EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal will not
replace data in AzEDS, but will be used for administering the SUN Bucks
benefit. AzEDS enrollment records updates will be updated in the Summer
EBT - SUN Bucks Data Portal the next business day.



1

The SFA has completed the requirements for reporting Summer EBT data to ADE once the
following two actions have been completed:

Completing Summer-EBT Data

Automatic data pulls from AzEDS discontinues on June 30, however, SFAs
are able to still manually report new or changed student data until August
3, 2026.

The SFA has submitted students who were not already pre-populated 
non-AzEDS students
“Other Source” eligible students
Extended matches from CNP Direct Certification

The SFA has ensured accuracy and completeness for all pre-populated data 
AzEDS students

2



Applying for
SUN Bucks:
Household
Applications

SECTION 4



SUN Bucks benefits will be automatic for most eligible students.
However, students who were enrolled for a minimum of one instructional
school day and were not previously certified as eligible for free or
reduced-price meals AND/OR students who were enrolled in an
NSLP/SBP participating school that did not distribute NSLP household
applications and therefore could not be determined eligible through the
application could still potentially receive SUN Bucks benefits! These
individuals are encouraged to submit a SUN Bucks Application to ADE.

Who needs to apply for SUN Bucks?

As a direct result from all of the hard work of Arizona
SFAs promoting SUN Bucks, in summer of 2025, more
than 2,300 households submitted applications to ADE.



The SUN Bucks application is available annually at
azed.gov/SUNBucks - Applying for SUN Bucks.

School Food Authorities (SFAs) are required to:
Ensure the application is available to households that
believe they qualify for the SUN Bucks benefit but were not
identified as eligible by the SFA.
Ensure students attending schools that operate Special
Provision Options have access to the SUN Bucks Household
application if they do not match in CNP Direct Certification.

Eligible households may:
Complete and submit the 2026 SUN Bucks Application to
the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) by August 3,
2026.
Expect ADE to process the application and subsequently
notify the household of approval/denial of benefits.

SUN Bucks Household Application

https://www.azed.gov/SUNBucks


SUN Bucks Household Application

APPLICANT MUST FILL OUT ALL REQUIRED FIELDS

The following information will be collected when completing the SUN Bucks application:
Custodial parent name; 
Contact information including address; 
Each child's name, school, grade, and birth date; 
All household members;
Gross income information for each household member and child (if applicable for child);
SNAP, TANF, FDPIR case number if household participates; and,
Signature and attesting to information on the application.

APPLICANT MUST FILL OUT THE SUN BUCKS ELIGIBILITY SCREENER GUIDE

The SUN Bucks Eligibility Screener Guide (English or Spanish version) will determine if a
child will receive benefits automatically. Completion of the eligibility screener will
provide the link to the SUN Bucks household application if applicable.

https://www.azed.gov/hns/sun-bucks-2026-eligibility-screener-guide
https://www.azed.gov/hns/gu%C3%ADa-de-evaluaci%C3%B3n-de-elegibilidad-de-sun-bucks-2026


SUN Bucks Household Applications will be submitted
to and processed by ADE. These applications must be
submitted to ADE by August 3, 2026. 

This date is subject to change anually.

THE APPLICATION WILL BE PROCESSED AND
BENEFITS WILL BE GIVEN TO ELIGIBLE
APPLICANTS

SUN Bucks parent hotline/phone number: 
833-648-4406

SUN Bucks email address:
SUNBucks@azed.gov 

SUN Bucks website for households:
https://www.azed.gov/SUNBucks 

SUN Bucks Household Application



It’s More than a Meal Infographic

Be sure to distribute this application to families who
are not automatically certified. 

Next Steps...
SPREAD THE WORD!

No Meal Application, No Problem Infographic

Collaborate with your SIS representative to
guarantee that all necessary information is gathered.



If a student is a match in CNP Direct Certification OR is reported eligible for free or reduced-price school
meals (NSLP/SBP) through the USDA Application that is reported to AzEDS Student School Food Service
Program Association, the student is automatically eligible for SUN Bucks without having to fill out a SUN
Bucks application. 

AzEDS students reported as “Other Source” categorically eligible or extended Direct Certification
match eligibles will NOT be pre-populated for automatic eligibility in the SUN Bucks Data Portal and
must be entered by the SFA. Non-AzEDS students will need both enrollment and eligibility uploaded
into the data portal.

Income Indicators 1 and 2 from the ESEA Title 1 Alternative Form for Income-Based Eligibility are still used
for ADE programs but CANNOT be used for SUN Bucks eligibility determination.

The SUN Bucks application is available for those students who didn’t qualify as eligible by a school meals
application or direct certification. This is important for schools on CEP and Provision 2/3 as only directly
certified students will automatically qualify for SUN Bucks benefits, since these CEP/Provision schools do
not collect school meal applications. The rest of the CEP/Provision students will have to fill out the SUN
Bucks application to apply for these benefits.

Take Aways
SUN BUCKS IS HERE TO STAY



Memorandum:
HNS 04-2026: Announcing the 2026 Summer EBT SUN Bucks Program and
Requirements for School Food Authorities

Training:
Quick Guide: How to Report Students for Summer-EBT in the CNP Summer EBT - SUN
Bucks Portal.
What You Need to Know About Data and Access to SUN Bucks Benefits Webinar - visit
HNS’ Training Library to access the slides and recording.

Resources:
Example Excel Spreadsheet for SUN Bucks Portal
SUN Bucks Benefits: Actions Required by the SFA
It’s More than a Meal Application
No Meal Application, No Problem

Resource Summary
SUN BUCKS RESOURCES

http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.0jZG60asxkoJfq9lqV-2FjI4OxpfTlqk8LJnk03jKhIWZYqZ2fQS1zV62LXmHgTQQxLpoOMmstjipXn2I2PZZr4kB-2BS45Vln4kvD6QmWwmFKZzu6s0lY7-2BJ1M1pkiXabYYiUpghiWJZ7xWJzivFVVPKN50LDveKCRCdrJTo-2BmGhuc-3DJfgM_JhWgToIvlhf8IbyXGrG8GjtvIZ-2FAcbFuCWKgF2Z4p2nNtQJtcl9r4Ac8TEUZyxdCQESTfgLi2tS6cn305mzZOhBKqOAZLzt6NSJJuYO5-2Fgb-2FEpPovvPus2grvfhJr-2FjUG-2BVASAFLKHSNmgSTxkbQ07W1SaqWhp8tFfpLw1VDxB5q2DZaFIb6-2BCJFwjPHvlp0S2bdj0O-2BnfJ7Tq1iXfMg2FJI-2FLSwBbHxqoSY401kl7DiDZQrquAPSgATg0ZLGHR4u16WQVHxmkX3XTOEWYn-2BmKGemjRciERXEWicyfb6Nb7j-2B4qF4DJ4BXNhec6-2B2PgWrWmf9v0HMg2NRP14gEEkIMOTpS-2BGw2a9ieontGh7-2FRW0qGgVd1t0k9yTD-2FQGYU0aT4QHkvbr-2BCCVDZmEi1c2zX5zugndzTopamUI8GH103qIMyftH-2FxtHM7h3kvZfzCsHh-2FRU83DK3nW3el66rTWh0l0QZaQ-2ByAG-2FNgVDsYXcWjfEqE20JAEGkTqRGA-2FVJTCzFGB7ye5iIXifpRTIM08F4PUtxn6TlcOpuoAiQ12agUQwQMHJFZrRIodq4aLV4fyNWYtNIerYI0z0RpoP24-2FS3sK8bSPGWKnZf00MPSTLcZsEtFlGHqVzg7ObryAT7Sd7-2By5c2FBEKTRbGbdEZYgfTAy7TdUvkIiP-2Bnr-2BS7o-2Bfq4GcKPGF5HqhHH9YkHqLZw9jMpXJGdYsC3Y-2FGXCyybc38JQ6F65dordcaa3Sdd-2FKUWiTIaVUk0ePKwDN-2FwGZenJMsQ-2Fdq-2BaLxq-2B-2BjUDzLKDbhiO12FKzlsHIHU-2FZiq4vH4OpnYSgc7mDqddPiji6pseSOO1dJ6sPiMg2VPtluFjAciGV7-2F-2FcOsdkPO8WMX-2FPlr-2BjjKJ3SSCmGHwVdt4EP9MzFCovG3X5vcuyTa1jKIY1j-2B12Ke-2Fe46yMFhp8xRF-2FX3J-2Bl-2BnB7fU8GHNuJUqZfEghtv3lY-2F6cWJdNdJV079nHeOwYDFgAAOFmRcNGvyStx8uGju-2Fj0vyHIcC1diTIjD
http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.0jZG60asxkoJfq9lqV-2FjI4OxpfTlqk8LJnk03jKhIWZYqZ2fQS1zV62LXmHgTQQxLpoOMmstjipXn2I2PZZr4kB-2BS45Vln4kvD6QmWwmFKZzu6s0lY7-2BJ1M1pkiXabYYiUpghiWJZ7xWJzivFVVPKN50LDveKCRCdrJTo-2BmGhuc-3DJfgM_JhWgToIvlhf8IbyXGrG8GjtvIZ-2FAcbFuCWKgF2Z4p2nNtQJtcl9r4Ac8TEUZyxdCQESTfgLi2tS6cn305mzZOhBKqOAZLzt6NSJJuYO5-2Fgb-2FEpPovvPus2grvfhJr-2FjUG-2BVASAFLKHSNmgSTxkbQ07W1SaqWhp8tFfpLw1VDxB5q2DZaFIb6-2BCJFwjPHvlp0S2bdj0O-2BnfJ7Tq1iXfMg2FJI-2FLSwBbHxqoSY401kl7DiDZQrquAPSgATg0ZLGHR4u16WQVHxmkX3XTOEWYn-2BmKGemjRciERXEWicyfb6Nb7j-2B4qF4DJ4BXNhec6-2B2PgWrWmf9v0HMg2NRP14gEEkIMOTpS-2BGw2a9ieontGh7-2FRW0qGgVd1t0k9yTD-2FQGYU0aT4QHkvbr-2BCCVDZmEi1c2zX5zugndzTopamUI8GH103qIMyftH-2FxtHM7h3kvZfzCsHh-2FRU83DK3nW3el66rTWh0l0QZaQ-2ByAG-2FNgVDsYXcWjfEqE20JAEGkTqRGA-2FVJTCzFGB7ye5iIXifpRTIM08F4PUtxn6TlcOpuoAiQ12agUQwQMHJFZrRIodq4aLV4fyNWYtNIerYI0z0RpoP24-2FS3sK8bSPGWKnZf00MPSTLcZsEtFlGHqVzg7ObryAT7Sd7-2By5c2FBEKTRbGbdEZYgfTAy7TdUvkIiP-2Bnr-2BS7o-2Bfq4GcKPGF5HqhHH9YkHqLZw9jMpXJGdYsC3Y-2FGXCyybc38JQ6F65dordcaa3Sdd-2FKUWiTIaVUk0ePKwDN-2FwGZenJMsQ-2Fdq-2BaLxq-2B-2BjUDzLKDbhiO12FKzlsHIHU-2FZiq4vH4OpnYSgc7mDqddPiji6pseSOO1dJ6sPiMg2VPtluFjAciGV7-2F-2FcOsdkPO8WMX-2FPlr-2BjjKJ3SSCmGHwVdt4EP9MzFCovG3X5vcuyTa1jKIY1j-2B12Ke-2Fe46yMFhp8xRF-2FX3J-2Bl-2BnB7fU8GHNuJUqZfEghtv3lY-2F6cWJdNdJV079nHeOwYDFgAAOFmRcNGvyStx8uGju-2Fj0vyHIcC1diTIjD
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/How%20to%20Report%20Students%20for%20Summer%20EBT_0.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/How%20to%20Report%20Students%20for%20Summer%20EBT_0.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/training
https://azedcnpsummerebttestaps.azurewebsites.net/SummerEBTStudentListFileUploadTemplate.xlsx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/SUN%20Bucks%20Benefits%20Actions%20Required%20by%20the%20SFA.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/06/It%27s%20More%20Than%20a%20Meal%20Application.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/03/No%20Application%20No%20Problem.pdf


If you are attending the live webinar, you will
receive an email once attendance has been
completed. Once you have received this
email, your training certificate will be
available in APLD. 

If you are watching the recorded webinar,
you can access the survey link and certificate
of completion at the end of the webinar
slides.

Thank you!
PLEASE PUT QUESTIONS IN THE Q&A



Certificate
Requesting a training certificate
Please click the button to complete a brief
survey about this online training. Once the
survey is complete, you will be able to print your
certificate of completion from Survey Monkey. 

Information to include when documenting this training:

Training Title: 
What you need to know about Data & Access
to SUN Bucks Benefits

Length: 1 hour

Take Survey

TAKE SURVEY

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/upliftrecordedwebinar
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OnlineHowToGuides


In accordance with federal civil rights law and USDA civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its agencies, offices, employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex,
disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance
program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or
activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and
complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the
state or local agency that administers the program or contact USDA through the
Telecommunications Relay Service at 711 (voice and TTY). Additionally, program information may
be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and
at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

1.Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW, Mail Stop 9410, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

2.Fax: (202) 690-7442; or
3.Email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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