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 Approved Subject Areas may be added to an Elementary, Secondary or Special Education (K-12) certificate. 
 

 
Requirements to add an approved are: 
 

1. Completed Application for Certification 
 

2. Appropriate fee (See Application for Certification). 
 

3. A photocopy of your valid Arizona Department of Public Safety Identity Verified Prints (IVP) fingerprint 
card (plastic). For more information visit the Arizona Department of Public Safety website or call (602) 223-
2279. 
 

4. A valid Arizona Elementary, Secondary, or Special Education (K-12) teaching certificate. 
 

5. Subject Knowledge Competency.   
One of the following (Option A, B, C, or D): 
A. Approved areas that have an Arizona Board adopted exam require one or the following: 

a.  A passing score on the Subject Knowledge Secondary Education portion of the Arizona Educator 
Exam.  Subject Knowledge assessments offered for the following: See List of Arizona Educator 
Exams; or 

b. A Master’s degree in the subject area.  
B. If a proficiency assessment is not offered in a subject area, an approved area shall consist of 24 semester 

hours of subject-related courses from an accredited institution. 
C. Native American Languages: An approved area in a Native American Language may be added with one 

of the following: 
a. Official verification by a person, persons, or entity designated by the appropriate tribe that the 

applicant is proficient in the language; or 
b. Twenty-four (24) semester hours of courses in the Native American language.   

D. Foreign Languages that do not have an Arizona Educator exam:  If a language assessment is not offered 
through the Arizona Teacher Proficiency Assessment, applicants may qualify for an approved area in the 
language through one of the following:  

a. A passing score of Advanced Low on the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 
Languages (ACTFL) for the speaking and writing exams; or 

b. Twenty four (24) semester hours of coursework in the language.        
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